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Purpose of Student Support Services
The Office of Student Support Services is located in 022 Student Union.  Our mission is to provide students up to date information with on-campus activities. Whether it is arranging a location for a student organization to hold their event, sponsoring activities for the student population, or offering advice about life as a student, we can provide the right direction here to help you or your organization’s needs. However, we also offer services to students who drive to campus on a regular basis. We know that it may not be easy to find a parking space during peak hours, and while we can not solve that problem, we can offer some basic advice to those of you who commute to school.

The purpose of this booklet is to offer general guidance about issues that relate to you--the commuter student. We can help you find a roommate if there is extra room in your apartment, you are looking to move somewhere new, or seek a roommate instead of living on your own. We do not offer the service of finding an apartment for you, however, we provide the basics to get you started on your journey by offering apartment rental guides and a bulletin board to seek out new apartment mates.
FOR THE RENTER
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The Office of Student Support Services knows that it can be difficult to find an apartment. We also know that, by giving you some information on the process, it will help you when finding a place to live. There are a number of factors to consider when moving to a new apartment, especially if you are a first-time renter. It can be unnerving  considering that you may be new to the area, moving away from family or friends, and are unsure of where the places and services you use are located such as the nearest post office, grocery store, or pharmacy. The following information will help you in the process of finding a new apartment.

Finding a place to live:

      There are some basic questions that you will want to ask yourself when you start thinking about moving from where you live now. You should consider the reasons why you want to move because these factors will influence your decisions about the possible choices of new locations.

      For example, if you live in a noisy neighborhood or apartment community, think about if the areas you are considering is prone to excessive or loud noise, during what hours, and also what days of the week. Try speaking with the people who live in the potential neighborhoods or communities that you are thinking about. Do not be hesitant in calling the police station and asking them for information because they are the ones who respond to any reported complaints. Especially complaints that people may not want to discuss, i.e. apartment managers who are seeking to rent their property out. That does not mean all managers or neighbors will not disclose this information, but it does mean that you should investigate an area before committing yourself to it.

Questions to ask:
       Ask yourself what is good about where you live now: is it a residential neighborhood; near a lot of other college students, or services and stores that you regularly use; close to campus? If these factors are something you like, then consider them in your search for somewhere new to live. Do not get an apartment that will be a thirty-minute drive from campus if you are accustomed to driving no more than ten or fifteen minutes. Nor get an apartment that may be in a quiet community if you like to have a lot of people over on a regular basis or play your music loud. This latter factor may seem elementary, but in your search, you will soon find which communities match your life style and habits of living.

        Even if your search for a new place is going well, do not neglect to add in, literally, what it will cost you to live in the apartment. Make sure to ask how much the security deposit will be, whether you will be charged last months and first months rent at the same time, and so forth. The only way to know is ask--and that is a key component to the process--since it will be you who ends up living where you choose.

      Another question to ask the person who is renting the apartment is how much he or she expects you to make a month. Some places want the people who rent from them to make two or three times the monthly rent. Therefore you should take up the factor of taking copies of your last months pay stubs in case they ask for verification of your monthly wages.

First time renter:

     If you are a first-time renter all of this may sound overwhelming, but just remember that it does not have to be. Be flexible and take the renting process one step at a time. Talk to friends and family members and tap their renting knowledge and experience. Look in newspapers, apartment guides, the Internet (including www.apartmentguide.com and www.rent.net), and other sources for information. Typically you will be able to access information about the types of apartments available, how much they charge per month, the types of utilities included (i.e., what the apartment community will and will not pay for), and floor plans. Student Support Services offers local apartment guides and brochures updated monthly for students searching for a roommate or a person in need of an apartment. As a first-time renter, or maybe if you have not established credit yet, you may have to take your parents or someone willing to cosign for you on the apartment you are interested in.
      Before you sign any paperwork, check the various places out from top to bottom. Do not be afraid to test the water pressure by turning faucets on and flushing the toilet; look at the window sills for cracks, in the cabinets, and under the sink. Ask the manager what needs to be done to the apartment before you move in and before signing any paperwork. Get this in writing  have proof of what the manager is willing to have fixed prior to your move-in date. If the apartment manager does not provide you with a room-by-room list to note the condition of the apartment upon your move-in, make one yourself. Sign and date it, and have the manager do the same.

A sample check-in form is included in the back of this booklet on pages 20-21.

      As a renter, you have responsibilities beyond examining the apartment before moving in. Consider purchasing a renter’s insurance policy to go along with the new apartment. If your apartment community does not offer one through an insurance company that they have contracted with, contact different insurance companies to find out which ones offer the best protection that meet your needs. Speak with a representative to 

determine what coverage is needed to protect electronics, jewelry, and money. It would not hurt to increase the amount of the policy offered by your apartment community if the amount does not adequately cover the value of your electronics or other possessions.

Roommate Needed?

      If you have never had a roommate before, there are things you need to consider. First, identify your living and study habits. These can be broken down by a series of questions, some of which you can probably form answers to as you read along. Others will take some time, and do consider them, for having a roommate is a big task. Next, consider the following questions pertaining to your living and study habits.

Living habits:

When do you normally get up in the morning and go to bed during the week and on the weekend?


Do you watch a lot of television, what programs? How about listening to the radio, what stations?  These questions are important if you are moving in with someone else whose viewing/listening preferences are different from yours.


Are you an organized person, or do you prefer to pick up your belongings only when it is necessary?


How do you respond to having a lot of people in the apartment, or even one or two people on a regular basis?


Do you have expectations that the apartment will be clean and immaculate, or that it looks like someone actually lives there?


How do feel about someone who may not be as active as you? For example, are you an active person, or are you more likely to stay at home when you have free time?


Are you someone who is constantly on the go whether it is going to school, work, visiting friends and family?


What is your attitude about sharing of possessions whether it is clothes, electronic equipment, music, etc.?

Study habits--

Do you take your studies seriously?


How often, and for what length of time do 
you typically study per day?


When do you like to study--early morning, middle of the day, evening, or late at night?


Do you have to study with background noise, or must it be absolutely quiet in order for you to concentrate?


Where do you study the most: at school, at home (in the bedroom, kitchen, or living room)?
      You can ask these questions when you consider having someone move in with you, for example, if you had a roommate already but he or she moved out and you are looking for someone new to take over the available extra bedroom. Conversely, it is imperative to ask these questions if you are moving in with someone else. There is nothing worse than to move in with someone or have someone move in with you only to find out the both of you are incompatible of living together, because your study habits and/or lifestyles are not the same. Another word of caution is necessary if you choose to move in with, or rent to, someone you have never met before. When you have narrowed the list down to a few people you would like to live with, get to know these individuals beyond the interview process.

       After you choose a roommate or have found a place to live with someone else, set down guidelines with the new roommate. The more descriptive the list, the more likely it will help eliminate confusion about when and what the two of you have decided upon before moving in together. Respect the rules that have been laid down! As roommates you will have to live together for the next number of months.

A sample roommate agreement form appears at the end of the booklet on pages 16-19. 
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Landlords Rights

Once you and/or your roommate(s) have moved into the apartment, remember that you are not the only ones with legal rights. The landlord maintains certain rights of their own. While this booklet does not contain all of landlord’s rights you can contact a legal service or a housing advocate office  for further information. Some of the most important landlord rights to remember are:


The landlord has the right to enter your apartment to fix repairs provided he or she gives a 24 hour notice; this is not applicable in the case of an emergency.


The landlord has the right to evict a person based on a number of circumstances. 

1.
If the tenant has not paid rent when due or violates major clauses in the lease.

2.
If the tenant does not report repairs that affect the health and safety of other tenants.

3.
If the tenant refuses the landlord the right to enter the apartment (see above paragraph).


4.  If the tenant files false charges against the landlord. This is not an 

    exhaustive list, however it covers some of the more common
               reasons that a landlord would have a right to evict a tenant.
9Security Tips for the Commuter 
When parking your car at school remember to practice the following tips:


Never leave your windows down.


Always keep your doors locked.


Always lock valuable items in the trunk or take them with you.


Keep the inside of your car as clutter free as possible (e.g., do not leave textbooks, compact discs or tapes, or anything that might give a thief the slightest temptation to break into your vehicle).


Carry your registration and insurance card with you; never leave valuable documents in your car that could help a thief identify who you are or where you live.

      Contact your local police department or campus police station for additional security tips. Your auto insurance company may have more suggestions to offer to you as well.

      At any time that you may feel uncomfortable walking to and from your car, regardless of what time of the day it is, contact S.A.F.E. escort on campus at 775-2992 or 775-2111 to find out more about their services escorting students to their vehicles. It is better to be cautious than to have regrets later if your car should be broken into or stolen. Furthermore, try to park in areas that are well lit or in lots that are close to buildings or high traffic areas.


Places to Study 
      There are a number of locations on campus where you can choose to study. Some people decide to study wherever they feel most comfortable, but for those students who want designated areas, the following lists are included.

These study lounges are set up with tables and chairs:


first floor of Millett 

first floor of Rike 


first floor of Oelman


first floor of Fawcett

· first floor of Russ Hall

The following study areas are more informal given that they offer lounge chairs and/or couches in a more relaxed, informal atmosphere:


first floor of Millett 

first floor of Rike, across from the tables and chairs


first floor of Oelman along with desk and chairs


second floor of Creative Arts Center near the art department office


Cyber Café on the first floor of Student Union 


first floor of Student Union, piano lounge


basement of Student Union, student commuter lounge

There are three libraries on campus for you to choose from:


Paul Laurence Dunbar


Fordham Health Sciences


Music library, Creative Arts Center

      Please check with the libraries per their schedules because their hours of operation are subject to change during finals weeks and breaks (e.g., during December and over the summer months).

Activities for Commuter Students
     So you drive to school and think there is nothing on campus for you to do between classes, before, after, or on the weekend? If you are looking for something to do, look in the Guardian each week for a listing of activities that may  be available for you as your schedule permits.

      Even though there are over one hundred clubs and organizations on campus, not all of them will list their scheduled plans in the university’s student newspaper. In this case, stop by the Student Activity Office located in 021 Student Union (phone number 775-5570) and pick up a list of campus organizations. You will be able to contact any organization by simply asking for the phone numbers of those clubs that interest you. When you call a club or organization, ask what kinds of activities they have planned and  when they typically meet to determine if you might be interested in joining the club or stopping by for a couple of meetings.

     Just as there are activities on campus to participate in during your free time, there are numerous places off campus to spend time if you just need a break from your studies, before, or after class. Restaurants are plentiful around the campus area to suite your taste in food.  While we can not list  or advocate any group of restaurants here, we can direct you to resources like the Impact Weekly, the Dayton Daily News, and www.activedayton.com, which are great for listing local events and upcoming attractions.  Look in our area’s phone book for phone numbers, addresses, and hours of places that you may not have tried yet, or you can experience shopping during your spare time at many strip malls and the Mall at Fairfield Commons.  You can also check the local newspapers for activities that are scheduled in the area and are sponsored by local groups.  Whatever your taste and style, a lot of places exist around Wright State University when you need something to do.  Do not forget that local nature preserves are nearby and make for perfect getaways from the hustle-and-bustle of classes.
Dining Services for the Commuter
Whether you are on campus all day or spend just a few hours weekly, you might find yourself wanting something to eat. In recent years, Dining Services at Wright State has worked hard to meet commuter student’s tastes, budgets, and  needs for convenience.

You may frequent campus dining facilities enough to make placing money on your Wright 1 Card a convenient method to pay for food. Take advantage of special Meal Deals offered at both the Hanger and Union Market dining locations. 


There are many other eating options located near campus to satisfy nearly everyone’s taste. Many of these establishments may close at later hours, providing you with eating options if you happen to be on campus later in the evening.   

Campus Dining Hours
The Hangar (Allyn Hall, First Floor)

Monday—Thursday……..........................................................……………………...7:30am—9:00pm

Friday…………………………………..........................................................…………..7:30am—7:00pm

Familiar names like Taco Bell Express, Pizza Hut Express, Chick-fil-A, Skyline Chili, Harvest Hill Bakery, and the Farmer’s Market. Outdoor seating available, weather permitting.

The Runway Deli Hours (located in the Hangar):

Monday—Thursday……..........................................................……………………...10:30am—8:00pm

Friday…………………………………..........................................................…………..10:30am—6:00pm

Union Market (Student Union, First Floor)

Watch your meal prepared right before your eyes at each platform!

Monday—Thursday………………………...........................................................……8:00am—7:00pm
Friday……………………………………...............................................................……..8:00am—2:00pm
Saturday & Sunday………………………............................................................…..11:00am—7:00pm
Union Market Line Up:  Palettes, Formaggio’s, On the Barbie, Chef’s Kitchen, Herbs & Bisque, Salvador Deli, Napoleon’s and Smart Market. 

Important Phone Numbers for Commuter Students
Campus Police


Emergency                         



775-2111


Non-emergency                  



775-2056

S.A.F.E. Escort Service       


775-2111 or 775-2992

Transportation:

Carpool Information                



    223-SAVE (or)

1 (800) 743-SAVE

Parking and Transportation Services  



775-5690

RTA Bus Service                         




226-1144

Shuttle Service                         




775-5690

Towed Car Information                   



775-5690

Student Union:

Academic Advising Center                



775-5750

Box Office (Student Union)              



775-5544

Bookstore                               




775-5600

Bursar                                  




775-5650

Campus Recreation                       



775-5815

Commuter Student Services               



775-3749

Career Services                         




775-2556

Dining Services                         




775-5633

Financial Aid                           




775-5721

Information Desk                        



775-5740

Information on School Closings          



775-3500

Off-Campus Housing                      



775-3749

Raider Center                           




775-5847

Recreation Desk (Student Union)         



775-5505

Registrar                               




775-5588

Student Activity                         




775-5570

Student Support Services





775-3749

Student Union                           




775-5522

Wright 1 Card Center                    



775-5542

Campus, other than Student Union:

Box Office


Nutter Center                     



775-4789


Theater, Creative Arts Center    



775-2500

Counseling/Psychological Services       


775-3407

Health Services                         




775-2552

Libraries (Hours of operation)          



775-4125

Nutter Center Recreation Desk           



775-4702

There are three web addresses that are convenient for checking out what goes on at the Wright State campus, and they are:

Wright State University home page:

        www.wright.edu

Wright State University Student Handbook:

        www.wright.edu/students/handbook

What’s New at Wright State:

         www.wright.edu/announce
Numbers of assistance to the renter include:

Fairborn Fair Housing Office            



754-3060

Metropolitan Housing


Greene County                     



376-2908

Ohio Lawyer Referral Service  


         1 (800) 282-4737

Ohio Legal Rights 

       


         1 (800) 282-9181

Ohio Civil Rights Commission

      of Dayton Regional Office  




285-6500

Xenia Legal Aid Society    





372-4472
. 
The Inspection
You have a right to a clean, safe home or apartment.  So before you sign a lease, inspect the apartment carefully.  Note ALL damages during the inspection.  A list of all damages should be sent to the landlord within ten (10) days of occupancy and you should keep a copy for your own records.  This checklist should help.

Most city have a Landlord and Tenant Act that requires a Landlord to correct all items that have an asterisk (*) next to them.  The city codes require that the Landlord correct the tiems that have the minus sign (-) next to them.

General Conditions

Need Repair

OK

(  )


(  )-*
Check the outside area for cracked or broken glass

(  )


(  )-*
Are the halls, stairs an doorways well-lit and uncluttered 






for easy exit?  Are handrails & steps broken?  Is there a fire 






escape?
(  )


(  )-*
Is the garbage disposal area clean and near the apartment?





(Check for signs of mice or bugs)
(  )  


(  )-*
Is there an elevator?  Does it work?
(  )


(  )
Is there a working light for the foyer?

(  )


(  )
Do the mailboxes lock?

(  )


(  )
Is there a fire alarm or warning system?

(  )


(  )
Does the heat work?

(  )


(  )
Does the doorbell work?

(  )


(  )
Is there a security lock?  Does it work?

(  )


(  )-
Does the door to the apartment have a dead bolt lock?  






Does it work?

(  )


(  )
Does the door have a peep hole?

(  )


(  )-
Do all the doors lock and unlock with ease?

(  )


(  )-
Does the door lock without jamming?
(  )


(  )-*
Do any of the ceilings have water damage?

(  )


(  )-*
Is the plaster cracked or peeling?

(  )


(  )*
Do all the wall switches work?

(  )


(  )*
Do all light fixtures work?

(  )


(  )*
Are any windows broken or cracked?
(  )


(  )-
Do all the windows have screens?

(  )


(  )-
Do all the screens fit the windows?
(  )


(  )
Do all the windows open and close easily?

(  )


(  )
Are there storm windows, blinds, or shades?
**This list is provided as a guideline for use while inspecting your new rental condo/house/apartment.

MOVING IN


Kitchen
(  )

(  )*
Does the sink drain stop up?  Run water to test it.

(  )

(  )*
Is the oven and stove clean and in working order?

(  )

(  )*
Is the refrigerator clean and inworking order?

(  )

(  )
Is there a dishwasher?  Does it work?

(  )

(  )
Check for signs of mice or bugs.

Bathroom
(  )

(  )*
Is there water pressure?  Is it high enough?  (Flush the toilet to test it.)

(  )

(  )*
Is there hot water?  (Turn on the tap to test it.)

(  )

(  )*
Do the faucets leak?  Check for yellowish stain in the sink and tub.

(  )
 
(  )
Does the tub leak onto the floor?

(  )

(  )
Is the toilet paper holder missing or broken?

(  )

(  )
Does the toilet have a lid?

(  )

(  )*
Do the drains stop up?  Run water to test it.

(  )

(  )-
Is there an outlet?

(  )

(  )-
If it is a windowless room, is there an exhaust fan?

(  )

(  )-
Are there any tiles missing?

(  )

(  )-
Are there towel racks?
(  ) 

(  )
Do the tub and sink stoppers work?




Warning:  If you have low water pressure or a leaky toilet, sink or tub, you may 



have a 
serious plumbing problem that should be fixed before you sign a lease.
Bedrooms
(  )

(  )-*
Are there two outlets?

(  )

(  )*
Do the outlets work?

(  )

(  )-
Is there a ceiling light?

(  )

(  )
Is there a closet?  Does it have a clothes rod?

(  )

(  )
Are the windows well placed, in case of fire, for an easy escape?

(  )

(  )
Are there screens in all the windows?
Living with Roommates

(Roommate Agreement)

This agreement made on the ______________ day of ____________, 200_ between

___________________________________________________, roommate 1

___________________________________________________, roommate 2

___________________________________________________, roommate 3

___________________________________________________, roommate 4

tenants in the property known as ____________________________________, located at 

______________________________________________________________________

is intended to describe the basic duties and responsibilities.

Payment of Rent
All roommates acknowledge that the rent on the property mentioned above is per month, and each shall pay an agreed sum of _______________________ due and payable on the first day of the month or according to the grace period stated in the lease.

All roommates understand that they are jointly responsible to the lease, and that any one of them can be held responsible by the landlord for the total bill.


a.  The full amount of the rent shall be paid to the landlord when due.


b.  Whichever of the roommates is responsible for a late payment shall be responsible for all 
 
     accumulated late fees and all costs associated with a default or any other legal action.

Payment of Utilities
All roommates agree that they are each responsible, in addition to the rent, for an equal portion of the shared utilities (e.g. electric, basic phone and basic cable).


a.  All Bills are payable when owed.


b.  Each is responsible for their independent long distance telephone calls.



c.  The division of responsibilities toward the utilities shall be divided in the following manner . . 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________


d.  If a shared bill is overdue by more than thirty days then the roommates will negotiate another means of payment.
All roommates understand that they may take legal action against each other for non-payment of their share of the rent, utilities or of other relevant expenses.  All costs, including long distance phone bills for collection purposes shall be assessed to the non-paying room.

Early Termination of Lease
If any roommates wish to be released from lease . . . . 


a.  They must give 60 days notice to the other parties, make all reasonable efforts to find a replacement and will remain responsible for all rent, utilities and other charges until a replacement is found.


b.  When a replacement is found, they will agree that the remaining roommates must approve or disapprove of the potential roommate within five days and that any refusal to accept a new roommate must be reasonable (eg. different sex or a smoker is considered reasonable).


c.  All outstanding debts will be settled before a roommate is allowed to leave.


d.  All damages done to the apartment will be assessed and the security deposit will be apportioned appropriately.

Each roommate will be responsible for her/his own cleaning and laundry.  The common areas are to be kept clean through a joint effort.  The following exceptions are noted:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Domestic Responsibilities
Each roommate shall be responsible for his/her own food, cooking and laundry, unless otherwise agreed upon.  Items for the apartment shall be paid for by all roommates, each paying a fair and equal portion.

Adopted (date) _______________________________

Agree (roommates intital here) ___________________

Exceptions ___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Parties and Noise
Parties will be allowed on weekends, to end by 2 a.m.  At all other times noise levels will be kept within reason, with no roommate making noise that is excessive or playing stereos, television or musical instruments louder than is necessary for convenient hearing in the room in which the equipment is located.
Adopted (date) _______________________________

Agree (roommates intital here) ___________________

Exceptions ___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Study Hours
The hours of _________ to _________ Sunday through Thursday shall be designated for studying.  At this time the apartment is to be quiet and free from distractions unless mutually agreed upon otherwise.
Adopted (date) _______________________________

Agree (roommates intital here) ___________________

Exceptions ___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Overnight Guests
Overnight guests of either sex will be allowed on weekends, and on week-nights with prior consent from the other roommate.  No guest shall visit for more than four days of the week without incurring a charge $10.00 per night assessed against the host roommate to compensate for increased utitilies and food consumption, inconvenience and lack of privacy.  This shall not apply to out of town family members or guests that have the approval of the other roommates(s).  Guests shall be fed from the budget of their host.  Any damages caused by guests shall be considered charged to the host roommate.

Adopted (date) _______________________________

Agree (roommates intital here) ___________________

Exceptions ___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Modifications
Any changes or modifications in the agreement must be made in writing in order to be effective.
ROOMMATE #
1






(Date)

ROOMMATE #2






(Date)

ROOMMATE #3






(Date)

ROOMMATE #4






(Date)
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