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1. The General Education Learning Outcomes for Area One.  
 
· use writing processes to explore, think, and learn, and to write appropriately for various tasks and audience
· develop logical and fair arguments, and observe appropriate writing conventions
· show ability to identify main ideas and evaluate, analyze and synthesize primary and secondary sources

2. Based on these outcomes, the specific performance criteria in this area.

At the end of ENG 102, students will:

· Generate essay topics, research, draft, revise, edit and proofread essays. 
· Use the accepted conventions for specific genres, tasks, and audiences.
· Write arguments using sufficient, appropriate information that offers a balanced perspective on the topic. 
· Summarize, analyze, and evaluate texts.

The writing program continued its ongoing assessment of several aspects of the program. As usual, our interpretations of the Program Assessment Plan led us to adapt the criteria and monitor ever evolving instructional activities to make sure students are meeting the GE outcomes both in fact and in intent. Consequently, we find that our ongoing assessments drive our activities organically, and as a result, the activities listed on the timetable (which were devised before any official assessment took place) simply don’t relate to our perceived needs. Here, then, is what we did last year:

Revision of ENG 102 for Semesters: As part of assessment activities in past years, we found that many schools have moved their second writing course from the first to the second year to better serve students moving into their majors. Switching from quarters to semesters gave us the opportunity to do the same, so we developed a revised second course, ENG 2100.

Program Outcomes: An ad hoc committee examined the writing program outcomes for ENG101 and 102 and revised them to reflect measurable skills and demonstrable abilities students should be able to show at the end of ENG 101 and 102; the outcomes also incorporate outcomes devised by the Ohio Board of Regents for inclusion of these courses into the Transfer Module. The outcomes are attached. The committee also adjusted the outcomes to reflect the change from quarters to semesters. 

Placement: Based on our 2008 assessment of our placement instrument, coupled with new requirements imposed by the Ohio Board of Regents, we replaced the Online Guided Self-Placement system with a new one that combines ACT English score cutoffs with an online instrument that asks students to read an essay, summarize it, and write an essay based on it. Two readers (three, if there is disagreement) read each test and place the student. We intend to assess the results formally this coming year, but informal and anecdotal assessment indicates that this placement system is much more accurate than any that have come before.

Portfolio Norming and Exchange: Frankly, with the other assessment and program revision activities that we have engaged in, we have not had the time to examine the results of these quarterly activities, although we continue to conduct norming sessions and end-of-quarter portfolio exchanges and collect the results of them. 



ENG 1100: Academic Writing and Reading
Outcomes: Semester Course (9/18/09)

	Academic Reading (Not directly measurable; embedded in written products)
· Annotate for specific purposes
· Outline structure of text
· Skim for general overview
· Scan for specific information
· Identify author’s main claim and enumerate supporting points
· Distinguish author’s voice from other viewpoints in the discussion
· Distinguish examples, illustrations, and anecdotes from main points


	Summarize texts
· Restate author’s thesis in own words
· Recap in own words author’s support points 
· Reduce the original text to main ideas in logical, fluent paragraphs with transitional elements
· Use 3rd person voice, present tense, and assertive verbs
· Avoid personal judgment and ascribe ideas to author
· Document text


	Analyze texts
· Articulate author’s thesis, purpose, and target audience
· Determine context of discussion
· Assess credibility of author and text
· Recognize bias and its possible influence on message
· Articulate and assess strategies of persuasion
· Draw conclusions about the effectiveness of the text and support conclusions with textual evidence and sound reasoning
· Document text


	Research (new in semester course, to prepare students for academic writing in first and second 
years)
· Locate, evaluate, and use academic sources
· Integrate basic quotes, paraphrases, and summarized ideas accurately and smoothly
· Document and cite in MLA format; learn principles of documentation and citation
· Understand principles of academic honesty and avoid plagiarism

	Facility with language and writing
· Write clear and appropriate thesis statements 
· Organize texts appropriately for genre, purpose, and audience
· Adapt writing strategies for audience, purpose, and type of task
· Observe sufficient mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling (MUGS) conventions to preserve coherence and meaning of text and credibility of writer
· Use electronic environments to draft, revise, edit, and share or publish texts
· Produce texts whose meaning and purpose can be readily understood by a cold reader






ENG 2100: Academic Research Writing
Outcomes: Semester Course

	Assumption: Students begin course having met all ENG 1100 outcomes, which are expected for writing done in ENG 2100.

	Academic Reading (Not directly measurable; embedded in written products)
· Choose and evaluate sources for Authority, Accuracy, Objectivity, Currency, & Relevance
· Recognize authors’ underlying values and assumptions that inform the text

	Analysis
· Develop facility with academic conventions introduced in 101
· Present self-evaluation that identifies, demonstrates, and articulates learning and writing skills 

	Research
· Locate, evaluate, and use research material collected from various sources, including scholarly library databases, other official databases (e.g., federal government databases), and informal electronic networks and internet sources
· Incorporate variety of sources
· Use sources to support claims and develop thesis
· Interpret evidence
· Establish connections, references, and relationships between sources 
· Evaluate possible bias and entrenched loyalties of sources
· Avoid quote stacking and throw-away quotes
· Foreground writer’s argument without overreliance on sources
· Document and cite correctly in MLA and APA format

	Argument
· Write an arguable thesis statement
· Use reasonable tone that
· establishes common ground
· avoids personal attacks
· Respect and grapple with the complexity of issues
· Recognize emotional appeal and logical fallacies
· Sustain progressive, focused, and logical argument that supports thesis
· Acknowledge, accommodate, and refute counter arguments logically and ethically
· Choose and engage target audience that includes skeptical readers
· Avoid stereotyping and over-simplification 
· Use reliable and varied evidence to support claims

	Facility with language and writing
· Establish purpose and use precise language understandable for any academic reader 
· Avoid plagiarism
· Observe sufficient mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling (MUGS) conventions to preserve coherence and meaning of text and credibility of writer
· Use electronic environments to draft, revise, edit, and share or publish texts
· Produce texts whose meaning and purpose can be readily understood by a cold reader




