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YEAR 5 of a 5 YEAR CYCLE
1. ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED

What was done?

· Evaluation of selected undergraduate TESOL papers and assignments from ENG 484 TESOL Methods and Materials
· Exit surveys and interviews with TESOL students 

· Complete review of program requirements and comparison with programs statewide, in preparation for the proposal of a licensure in TESOL to be developed and offered in concert with the College of Education and Human Services
Who participated in the process?


English Department Language Programs Committee


TESOL Director

What challenges (if any) were encountered?


None
2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS


Objectives and Outcomes:
All students taking a B. A. in English should be

· informed readers, able to formulate readings of texts based on their knowledge of literary historical contexts and of basic critical strategies

· able to develop a thesis and sustain a coherent written argument about literature using secondary sources

Students in the TESOL Concentration should also be

· familiar with the nature of language, the structure of English, and the fundamentals of language teaching

· able to develop a classroom pedagogy informed by their understanding of language


Findings:  



The committee was impressed with the following:  

· students who completed ENG 484 appeared to be very familiar with and able to develop a classroom pedagogy informed by an understanding of language
· students had a solid understanding of the nature of language and the structure of English, including the ways English presents difficulties to typical language learners

· TESOL students seemed to have a good grasp of how to structure and develop a written academic argument in the area of TESOL

· TESOL students seemed to have reasonable knowledge of the most important literature in the field of TESOL and ESL, at a level appropriate for undergraduates and (in some cases) at a level one would expect of graduate students

· In the exit surveys, students completing the undergraduate TESOL program were somewhat unsure of whether they would need additional credentials (e.g. an MA in TESOL) to be successful in pursuing employment.  Some students in the survey were completing the undergraduate TEFL certificate (a very similar alternative to the TESOL program); nearly all these latter students wanted to use their TEFL credential to teach English overseas
· The committee found that TESOL/TEFL program requirements were (in most cases) more rigorous and thorough than any in the state of Ohio

3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS


List planned or actual changes (if any) to curriculum, teaching methods, facilities, or services that are in response to the assessment findings.

The committee agreed that TESOL graduates were being well prepared.  TESOL program requirements are clearly in line with professional standards.  TESOL students are in general academically strong and knowledgeable.  Students completing the TESOL program (particularly those with the TEFL certificate) seem to be focused and successful in finding employment.  

The degree in TESOL does not lead directly to any available licensure program in K-12 education, despite the increasing demand for trained ESL teachers around the state.  The committee agreed that the most important improvement we could make would be to develop and offer such a program.  We have begun meeting with CEHS representatives to discuss the development of a TESOL Licensure program.

4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE


There have been no recent deviations from the plan.
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