Assessment Report Standard Format

July 1, 2004-June 30, 2005

PROGRAM ASSESSED:  Applied Behavioral Sciences Program

ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR:  Tracey Steele (Interim Director)

YEAR 1 of a 5 YEAR CYCLE
1.  ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED
a).  What was done?
In this first year of our assessment cycle, assessment focused upon two distinct tasks:


1. (measure 1) The collection and evaluation of ABS projects and theses, and

2. (measure 4) constructing and pre-testing a “learning outcomes” alumni survey.

For task 1, 18 ABS theses and projects dating from 2003 were evaluated, based upon programmatic expectations for these works that are largely set out in the ABS project description (See Appendix A).  A check sheet (see Appendix B) with specific evaluative criteria deriving from this document (and which were appropriate for both thesis and project students) was used to evaluate student success in accomplishing these program goals.    

For task two, a learning outcomes alumni survey was designed and evaluated by students in two sections of ABS 701 (Research Methods) during the fall of 2005.  Input from these classes was incorporated into the redesign of the survey instrument which was subsequently submitted to the ABS program committee for final approval.

b)  Who participated in the process?


1.  Data collection and evaluation were completed by the interim program


director and reviewed by the program committee.

2.  Instrument design was completed by the interim program director with

input from program faculty.  Pre-testing of the learning outcomes alumni survey was obtained from students enrolled in the second of the program’s three course-methodology sequence.  

c)  What challenges (if any) were encountered?



No significant challenges were encountered.

2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS

a.  Objectives Assessed—Program Objectives are not directly evaluated until year three of the five-year assessment cycle.
b.  Learning Outcomes Assessed--  

a.  Students will master graduate level knowledge concerning computer based research skills.

b.  Students will master graduate level quantitative skills as appropriate to the study of criminal justice

c.  Students will master formal graduate writing skills appropriate for the creation of graduate theses/projects and research articles.

d.  Students will master the skills of reviewing applied programs (e.g. a program for felons whose crimes are tied to alcohol abuse) in terms of the extant literature, logical cohesion and current empirical knowledge.

e.  Students will be able to use their skills in the creation and administration of applied programs in both public and private agencies.

Measure 1 (evaluation of theses and projects) will address learning outcomes a, b, and c.

Measure 2 will, upon implementation in year 2, and evaluation in year 3, address learning outcomes d and e.

c.  Findings
Measure 1 (Evaluation of theses and projects).  Evaluation of 18 randomly selected theses and projects dating from 2003 indicated substantial program success in attainment of learning outcomes a, b, and c.   Specifically, evaluation of the data collected from appendix B indicates that 100% success was obtained in five of the seven evaluative criteria. Only two items (three and six) demonstrated less than 100% program success, and then, a lack of success was demonstrated only in rare cases.   
In the case of item six, two projects lacked abstracts and for item three, minor grammatical errors were detected in roughly one-sixth (3) of the projects and theses.  Overall, the data indicate an extremely high rate of success in attainment of the targeted learning objectives.
Measure 2.  (Leaning Outcomes Survey Created and Pre-Tested).  The pretest indicated that the initial instrument required minor changes.  For example two typos were corrected and one survey question was modified so that it was no longer a “double-barreled” question.  In addition, an additional question was added to the open-ended response section (See Appendix C, the modified survey instrument).
3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS
Though the results of the assessment data indicate that no significant program revisions are necessary, copies of Appendix B (The ABS Project) will be distributed to all faculty supervising students in the program in the hopes of achieving 100% success on item three of the project and thesis evaluation referenced above.  The possibility of adding a writing workshop to the curriculum will also be discussed with the ABS program committee to improve the writing quality of submitted works.


4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE


There were no deviations from compliance with the assessment plan.

5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVLEOPMENTS
Appendix A

                       ABS Project Guidelines
Project Guidelines:

1. The project may be based on quantitative or qualitative data of a quality generally acceptable in the social sciences.

2. The project may take the form of a case study or a comparative study.

3. The project must present the applied/practical use of its conclusions and indicate implications for further research.

4. Projects will be presented in the format of a social science journal article. (Accordingly, they will normally contain, in order: an academic title, an abstract, a statement of the research problem, a literature review, a statement of methodology, a summary of quantitative and/or qualitative data, conclusions drawn from data, and applied implications.)

5. The particular journal being used as a stylistic model must be approved by the program director.

6. Citations, notes and references must be in a style generally acceptable in the social sciences.

7.Two double-spaced hard copies and a copy sent as an e-mail attachment of the final approved project must be submitted to the program director.

8. All graphs, charts, diagrams and other illustrative devices must be presented and labeled in a manner generally used in the social sciences.

9. All work (excepting assistance from a statistical consultant) must be the original work of the degree candidate.

10. All necessary approvals from any university committee and/or any outside agencies are the candidate’s responsibility.

11. Copyright holder approval for any material that does not fall into the category of ‘fair use’ is the candidate’s responsibility.

12. All projects need written prior approval from the director and project adviser on a form approved by the program committee.

13. All projects must be revised until they receive written final approval from the project adviser and acceptance by the program director.

14. Project research must take place after the student is enrolled in the program.

15. Although the project may build on information and experience gained in professional employment, it is not to be work that forms part of the student’s regular employment activities.

16. The project may be either new work or an expansion of previous course work, but in the latter case must extend beyond the course work in terms of scope, depth, and sophistication.

17. Final acceptance of the project will only take place after the candidate has submitted it to a conference or journal approved by the director.

18. These guidelines will cover all projects submitted after 15 June 2000.

19. These guidelines may only be revised by the ABS program committee.


N/A

Appendix B

Thesis and Project Evaluation Check sheet
Evaluation of Thesis and Projects for ABS Program (Fall 2005)
1.  Research involves analysis of quantitative or qualitative data
No ____Yes ____

generally acceptable in the social sciences

2.  Research involves a clear and explicit research question or
No ____Yes ____

hypothesis related to the fields of criminal justice or social 

problems.

3.  Contains (when appropriate) a title, abstract, literature review
No ____Yes ____

statement of methodology, description of data and findings, 

analysis and conclusions drawn from the data, and applied

implications of the research.  (Circle any missing or inadequate)

4.  Citations, notes, and references presented in style generally
No ____Yes ____

acceptable in the social sciences.

6.  Relatively error free in terms of grammar and punctuation.    
No ____Yes ____

7.  Graphs, charts, tables are in APA or other approved style
No ____Yes ____

Score (1 point for each yes response) 

______________
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