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OUTCOMES ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that were assessed during the 2003-2004 academic year.)

1. Graduates of the Department of Philosophy will be able to produce effective scholarly writing.
2. Graduates will have an understanding of philosophical concepts and theories and of the philosophers associated with these concepts and theories.

 

MEASURES EMPLOYED  

1. Random sampling of papers from a range of philosophy courses completed will be evaluated by the faculty to see if the papers have an identifiable thesis.

2. Random sampling of papers from a range of philosophy courses completed will be evaluated by the faculty to see if the papers have proper MLA-style documentation of sources.

3. Transcripts of graduates will be examined to see whether the courses graduates have completed indicate exposure to and mastery of a variety of philosophical theories and concepts. 

4. Exit interviews of graduates will include questions about various philosophers ideas on classical philosophical problems

SUMMARY MATRIX    

                          Measure #1         Measure #2       Measure #3   Measure #4

 Outcome 1                 x                         x                         

 

Outcome 2                                                                      x                     x

FINDINGS

1. The Department of Philosophy faculty found that 7 of the 13 papers evaluated had an identifiable thesis.  The remaining 6 papers presented the opinions of the student author that were usually presented as agreement or disagreement with a position presented in a philosophical text.

2. The faculty found that 10 of the 13 papers used correct citations.

3. The evaluation of transcripts of our four graduates indicated that graduates have a strong interest in the full range of philosophical topics.

4. Exit interviews of the four graduates also indicated graduates’ understanding a wide range of philosophical ideas and philosophers.  

IMPROVEMENTS

The Department of Philosophy faculty concluded that they will continue to place great emphasis upon teaching students how to write proper philosophical papers.  They decided that more explanation of the nature of a thesis statement for all papers will be presented in class and in written descriptions of paper assignments. 

The Department of Philosophy faculty was satisfied with the understanding graduates have of different philosophers and different philosophical ideas.   The plan is to continue offering a wide range of courses.

