Assessment Report

July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004

DEPARTMENT:  Department of Music, Undergraduate

ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR:  Dr. Herbert E. Dregalla, Jr.

OUTCOMES ASSESSED  

1.      Outcome #1

Students will demonstrate acceptable levels of performance in the areas of applied music, music theory, and music literature

2.      Outcome #2

Students will demonstrate appropriate knowledge, concepts and skills in the area of conducting.

 MEASURES EMPLOYED  

1.      Measure #1

Student scores on Praxis II examination

2.      Measure #2


Student performance on Jury examinations

3.      Measure #3


Final examinations of appropriate classes

4.       Measure #4


Faculty observations

SUMMARY MATRIX    

                  Measure #1     Measure #2     Measure #3   Measure #4

Outcome 1           X

    X


X

    X                                                

Outcome 2           




X

    X                                                

FINDINGS

1. Findings (assessment results) for outcome #1

Spring, 2004 (Music Theory and Music Literature)

MUS 203.1  (18  of 19 students demonstrated proficiency)

MUS 203.2  (17 of 17 students demonstrated proficiency)

MUS 313  (31 of 33 students demonstrated proficiency)

             In applied Music

Of @100 students performing juries in Spring, 2004 only 3 were retained at the current level, none were dismissed.

Praxis scores for Spring 2004 are not available at this time, but scores from 2002-03 indicate that 79% of music students taking the Praxis II examination passed

• Given the above, music majors are demonstrating acceptable levels of performance in areas of applied music, music theory, and music literature

• Performance levels and standards, however,  are not consistent across studios

2.      Findings (assessment results) for outcome #2

•  All students in the conduct sequence demonstrated enough proficiency to pass the classes.

Spring, 2004 (Conducting)


MUS 335.1 (16 of 16 students demonstrated proficiency)


MUS 335.2 (33  of 33 students demonstrated proficiency)


MUS 338  (17  of 17 students demonstrated proficiency)


MUS 341 (11  of 11 students demonstrated proficiency)

Fall, 2004 (Conducting)


MUS 339 (12  of 12 students demonstrated proficiency)


MUS 336 (31 of 31 students demonstrated proficiency)

• Given the above, all students are developing competency in conducting techniques

IMPROVEMENTS

Planned or actual changes in response to the findings for each learning outcome and each related measure.

Learning Outcome #1

• While most music majors pass the Praxis II Music Content Knowledge examination, some areas of the examination are not covered in music education classes. Given the significance of this examination, Praxis preparation/study sessions will be scheduled for music student to help prepare for the examination.

•   As musicianship is a major component of any degree and any resultant musical career, applied faculty will continue to stress standards of musicianship.

•  Applied faculty teaching studios demonstrating weak musicianship will be mentored and counseled on ways to raise studio standards.

Learning Outcome #2.

Although music students are proficient in conducting techniques and while the concept of unified conducting/music education classes has theoretical validity, in practice it presents obstacles and challenges which render the concept unworkable.   Given this, the Department of Music will revert to scheduling the music education sequence and the conducting sequence in separate rooms.

