Assessment Report:  Modern Languages

July 1, 2003 – June 30, 2004

DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM(S) ASSESSED:  Modern Languages:  Programs and Majors in French, German, Spanish, and Modern Languages (combination of three languages)
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR:  Dr. David Garrison, Chair 
OUTCOMES ASSESSED:

1)  Students taking a language to fulfill the College of Liberal Arts requirement will be able to demonstrate oral and written proficiency in their foreign language at the 202 level by the end of the five classes required of almost all majors within the college (101-202).

2)  Majors in French, German, Spanish and Modern Languages will be able to demonstrate oral and written proficiency in their primary foreign language at the 400 level by their final year of study at Wright State.  They will also demonstrate their understanding of the foreign cultures they have studied by passing the department’s Cultural Handbook Test (on essential cultural landmarks in French, German, and Spanish) before graduating.

OUTCOME 1:  MEASURES EMPLOYED 

1) All 202 students will take the Brigham Young placement test to determine their proficiency level.

2) All students in each of the three major languages (French, German, and Spanish) will take an oral test designed and administered by the Modern Languages faculty.

OUTCOME 2:  MEASURES EMPLOYED

1) All graduating majors will take the Brigham Young placement test to determine their proficiency level.

2) All graduating majors will take an oral test designed and administered by the WSU Modern Languages faculty.

3) All graduating majors will take the department’s Cultural Handbook Test.

SUMMARY MATRIX: 

	                         Measure #1
            Measure #2
   Measure #3         

	Outcome 1              x                                       x

	Outcome 2              x                                       x                      x


FINDINGS:  Outcome 1
Brigham Young Placement test results:  French, 22% of the 202 students scored in the 202 range or above; 21% scored in 201; the rest were below that.  German:  57% tested at the 202 level; 21% at 201.  Spanish: 11% tested at the 202 level; 20% at 201.  

Oral test:  Average score in French:  84; in German: 87; in Spanish:  86.

FINDINGS:  Outcome 2

Eight graduating majors took the Brigham Young Test.  A 400-level proficiency score was attained by two students in French and four students in Spanish; two Spanish students scored at the 300-level.  All eight majors succeeded on the pass/fail “Cultural Handbook Test” and oral examinations.
IMPROVEMENTS:
Outcome 1:  Having only between 31% about fifty percent of the 202 students test at the 202 level is disappointing, but the low scores may be partly a reflection of test design.  The Brigham Young tests are placement tests, as opposed to proficiency tests.  They are brief, computerized, multiple-choice grammar tests; they cannot assess writing or listening skills, much less intangibles such as diligence or positive attitude.  Also, the standard on placement tests has to be high in order to assure student success because their purpose is diagnostic and intended to ascertain only the level at which a student should start language study.  Proficiency tests are much longer and include essay questions, translations, and explanations.  The ones that we give to exempt qualified students from classes at the 300 level take about two hours and include a written and oral component.  These exams give a much clearer overall picture of student ability.  Having said that, we are eager to have students take the tests again next year to see if scores improve, and we will carefully consider how we might help them do so.  We will have all the Spanish professors and instructors take the test themselves to try to ascertain where our students may have gone wrong.  We will then meet and make plans to improve student performance in the specific areas of grammar that we may not be emphasizing enough. 
Results on the 202 oral tests that we gave were much more encouraging and seem to indicate that we are doing well in that area.

We found that testing all sections of 202 was disruptive since students in most cases had to leave their classrooms and go to labs.  In the future we plan to test a random selection of classes only.

Outcome 2:  We are pleased with the results of our graduating majors.  Only two of them scored below level on the Brigham Young tests, and all of them passed the oral and cultural tests.  We look forward to comparing results next year to see if this positive trend continues.   
