Assessment Report Standard Format

July 1, 2003 - June 30, 2004

DEPARTMENT/PROGRAM(S) ASSESSED:
Anthropology
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR:   Robert Riordan

LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSED  (List the two or more outcomes that were assessed during the 2003-2004 academic year.)

Outcome 1: Students will master an undergraduate level knowledge of human origins

Outcome 2: Students will master an undergraduate level knowledge of the appearance and detection of archaeological sites 

MEASURES EMPLOYED  (Each outcome needs a minimum of two measures, and one measure can be applied to more than one outcome)

Measure 1: Marker questions in selected courses

Measure 2: Course grades

Measure 3: Term papers

SUMMARY MATRIX   (check outcomes applied to each measure)

	                          Measure #1   Measure #2    Measure #3
   


	Outcome1             X

    X

 X

	

	Outcome 2
    X
                 X                                           


FINDINGS

Outcome 1: In an Introduction to Biological Anthropology course, only 27 of 34 students (79%) could cite scientific evidence for evolution at the start of the course; at the end of the course 31 of the students (91%) provided scientific evidence for evolution

Outcome 2: In a course on archaeological field methods, all 20 students demonstrated on a midterm exam a good understanding of how archaeological sites are defined, how the definition is operationalized for practical application in the field and site recognition. In the Field School summer course, nine students successfully utilized theoretical knowledge in field applications devoted to the detection of archaeological sites, and demonstrated an understanding of these concepts on the final exam.

IMPROVEMENTS

Future students in the Field Methods in Archaeology course (ATH 368) will be exposed to more practical examples of site discovery techniques and their application by assigning reports written by professionals that explicate the research designs of contracted site surveys.

