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1.   List the OBJECTIVES of the program.

· Graduates of this program will be prepared to obtain employment in occupations


 related to their concentrations and their other coursework in the major.
· Graduates of this program will be prepared to pursue graduate study in programs


 related to their concentrations and their other coursework in the major.

· Graduates of this program will have satisfied their desire for personal enrichment


 and understanding based on the courses they chose to take for the Liberal Studies


 major.

· Graduates of this program will have enhanced their own self-understanding, the


 ability to deal with the relationship between themselves and others as well as


 understanding their own personal values.

2.  Explain how the department or program will know the extent to which  

     OBJECTIVES are achieved (alumni or other surveys, employment data, etc.).

· Achievement of the objectives will be determined by means of  an exit interview done prior to graduation.

· Graduates of the program will be mailed a questionnaire designed to ascertain 


 how well objectives are being met.

3.  List the LEARNING OUTCOMES of the program.

· Graduates of this program will demonstrate critical thinking/logical reasoning


 skills.

· Graduates of this program will demonstrate effective writing skills.

· Graduates of this program will demonstrate effective research skills, including 


 proper reference citation in bibliographies and footnotes.
· Graduates of this program will be able to use an interdisciplinary perspective


 in their future endeavors.

4.   List and briefly describe the MEASURES that will be used to assess each learning 

      outcome.  

· A direct measure will be the review of a random sampling from among the term papers written by students for courses taken, preferably, during the students’ senior year. This will normally be a research paper or – when deemed appropriate by the Liberal Studies Committee - a sample of creative writing or a demonstration of artistic performance.  Members of the Liberal Studies Committee will review the papers for evidence that the learning outcomes have been achieved: critical thinking/logical reasoning, effective writing skills, research skills, and an interdisciplinary perspective.        
· The indirect measure will be the exit interview mentioned in (2) above.  The inter-viewers will evaluate attainment of the learning outcomes as well as the likelihood that the program’s objectives – employment, graduate study, personal enrichment, self-understanding – will be met.

5.   Describe how learning outcomes are made MEASURABLE and BENCHMARKS or other determinants of success are set.

· Three committee members will read a random sampling of papers submitted and evaluate critical thinking/logical reasoning.  Concurrence by at least two of the reviewers will be a benchmark to confirm that the student has mastered these skills. If the number of papers submitted necessitates it, the program director will ask other faculty members to serve as readers.
· Effective writing will be demonstrated in the research paper submitted by being so indicated by at least two of the reviewers and by being error free in terms of punctuation and grammar.
· Proper reference citation will be demonstrated by conformity to the style most appropriate to the student’s concentration, MLA, APA, etc., or by showing equivalent completeness and consistency.
· Use of interdisciplinary perspectives will be determined by the reviewers of the paper, if appropriate to that paper’s topic.

· Prior to the first paper and exit interview, the Liberal Studies Committee will seek to establish other scales of measurement and benchmark goals for determining the program’s success.

6.  Describe the process by which FINDINGS will be derived from the measures.
· The Liberal Studies Committee together with the program director will meet annually to review the measures obtained in (5) above.

7.  Describe the process by which findings are analyzed to determine what 

     IMPROVEMENTS should be made to better meet objectives and learning outcomes.

· The same meeting mentioned in (6) above – the Liberal Studies Committee and the program director meeting to discuss measures and benchmarks – will also consider possible improvements to be made.   

8.  Identify a TIMETABLE for assessment.

· All outcomes and objectives will initially be assessed on an annual basis, as we are a new and relatively small program.  The cycle will change if and when the Liberal Studies Committee and the program director decide it is becoming unwieldy.
9.  Briefly explain how the program’s assessment plan supports and interacts with 

     ACCREDITATION and LICENSURE requirements (if applicable).

· Not applicable.
10.  Describe how the objectives and learning outcomes of the program are 

       COMMUNICATED to students and others.

· A summary of the objectives and outcomes will be added to the advising check sheet and our website.  When we do a revised brochure, if space and budgetary considerations permit, we will add it there as well.  A future newsletter may also be used for this purpose.
