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Assessment Plans in Department of Theatre Arts for Dance:

1.   Objectives for graduates in Theatre Arts, by degree:

Objective: Dance (BFA):  

Graduates will achieve:

a.  Employment as dancers in professional dance companies or venues that employ dancers.
b.  Admission to graduate schools in dance or dance-related topics.

c.  Successful pursuit of related field work, such as dance education, teaching, choreographing, ownership of dance studio, etc. 

2. Means of Measuring Achievement of Objectives, 1-6 (all degree programs):



1. A survey will be mailed during the academic year to graduates of the 


previous year inquiring about the employment of the graduates in 



each area.  



2. Communication with alumni through alumni webpage to determine 



success of careers of graduates in each area, and compilation of 



such data.



3. Interviews with visiting alumni to department to be interviewed by 



department chair, information compiled by chair.

3. Learning Outcomes:
        Students in Dance (BFA) will demonstrate:



a.  Technical proficiency in dance (ballet, modern, and/or jazz), as well as 


stylistically and artistically versatility.



b.  Competence in the creation and production of choreography.



c.   Knowledge of contemporary dance styles.
d.  Programmatic understanding of the business side of the dance profession and familiarity with employment in regional, national, and international dance venues and graduate opportunities.

4. Measures used to assess each learning outcome (by degree):


Direct Measures for Dance:

Measure One:  All dance majors audition for and are required to participate in the Wright State University Dance Ensemble concerts, which are evaluated by the faculty 
choreographers for a Dance Performance course to determine the student’s preparation for a career in dance.  Casting depends on technical proficiency in the specific dance style as well artistic sensitivity.

Measure Two:  All dance majors undergo a juried final at the end of each quarter.  Freshmen and sophomores have a jury panel that consists of the dance faculty and juniors and seniors have a jury panel that consists of the dance faculty plus two outside panelists from the dance community.  These dance juries assess ballet, modern, and jazz dance styles and are numerically evaluated.  Conferences are held with the dancers to obtain feedback specific to their dance work at the juries.


Measure Three:  Dance majors will participate in a senior choreographic dance project which requires students to create an original choreographed work and stage the work on a cast of three or more dancers.  Students are responsible for all facets of the work, including music selection, casting, scheduling of rehearsals, and producing the Junior/Senior Concert in which all pieces are presented.  This senior project is adjudicated and evaluated by the dance faculty and one outside adjudicator.  


Measure Four:  Senior dance majors are required to write a support paper of their senior dance project which includes their stimuli, creative process, casting, rehearsal process, production elements, and recommendations to upcoming seniors.  The entire process is evaluated further through their written description.

Single Indirect Measures of the Learning Outcomes: 

Measure One:  Exit Survey, conducted by the university in the senior year.  

This standardized instrument in the senior year measures the students own evaluation of the effectiveness of their training at WSU, and their anticipation of the preparedness for their career or graduate school.
Measure Two:  Senior Exit Interview, conducted by the chair.

This department-wide standardized interview, usually consisting of 1/2 hour of 12 questions and recorded by the chair, will help in determining each student's evaluation of their preparation towards their chosen career or graduate school.
Measure Three:  Department Alumni Survey, to be sent each year to alumni in each area.

This survey, with specific questions designated for individual areas, will help determine the success of graduates in the program in achieving their goals, and in their preparedness for their chosen careers or graduate schools.
5.  Benchmarks and Measurable Learning Outcomes:
How learning outcomes are Measurable:
In Dance, Direct Measure One answers the question of technical proficiency and is measurable by the achievement of each student as a dancer through the success of the student being cast in WSU Dance Ensemble concerts.  This casting might be determined by the number of dances the student has participated in, and/or the degree of competency demonstrated in this concert; in this, 80% of the graduating seniors in dance should have performed in a dance concert production.  

Measure Two answers the question of technical proficiency and knowledge of contemporary dance styles.  Measure Two is measurable by the success of the student being evaluated during the senior year dance juries; in this 80% of senior dance majors should receive positive evaluations from the dance faculty and the outside jury panelists.  Dance juries will determine the “technical proficiency” and “knowledge of contemporary dance styles” in all three styles of dance training (ballet, modern, and jazz), both technically and artistically.

Measure Three measures the learning outcome of competency in choreography and is measurable by the score given each senior dance project, both by faculty and by the outside professional evaluator; in this, 80% should receive acceptable high scores for their senior dance project.  This will determine the competency of each student in the area of choreographic skills.

Measure Four aids in further measuring the students’ understanding of choreography by evaluating each senior student’s written support paper describing the process of creating their senior dance project; in this 80% of seniors should receive positive evaluations from the dance faculty.  This measure will determine the competency of each student in writing and speaking about the choreographic process.
Indirect Measure Two, the Senior Exit Survey, will measure the dance student’s preparedness towards the business side of dance.

Benchmarks in Learning Outcomes:
In Dance (BFA), 80% of senior dance majors should achieve an A (outstanding) in either ballet, modern or jazz dance courses demonstrating their understanding of these key styles and technical proficiency.

80% of senior dance majors should receive positive evaluations from the dance faculty and the outside jury panelists based on the dance juries.

80% of senior dance majors should receive acceptable high scores for their senior dance project and support paper.

80% of senior dance majors should have a detailed understanding of the business side of dance and be prepared for dance auditions with a complete understanding of the process and all materials necessary including proper shoes, headshots, and resumes.

6. Interaction with Accreditation and Licensure:

The Dance Area is approaching the end of a period of considerable transition.  Dance has secured a new ballet position beginning 2005-2006 and will hopefully secure a new modern position for the year 2007-2008.  With the new positions in place permanently, dance will be able to begin the process of accreditation with NASD.  The department's assessment in dance will be revised as the area moves forward towards accreditation with NASD.

Accreditation by the National Association of Schools of Dance



Fall, 2007: 
Inauguration of Accreditation Process for NASD



Winter, 2008: 
First Self-appraisal of area of dance



Spring, 2008:
Visit to campus by representatives of NASD



Spring, 2009: 
Submission for accreditation by NASD
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