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Engaging Undergraduates In Research

• Mr. Spencer M. Seals, M.S.

• PhD candidate, 

• Dr. Valerie Shalin

• Psychology, College of Science and Mathematics



• Workplace Cognition Lab in the Department of Psychology

• Education:

• 4th year graduate student in HF/IO Ph.D. Program

• 2023- M.S. Wright State University

• 2017- B.S. Franklin University

• Research collaborations:

• 7 years of collaboration with human effectiveness directorate at AFRL

• Second year of 711HPW/RHWE sponsored DAGSI, “Conversational analytics for team communication”

• Research:

• Language and reasoning in humans and machines

• AI and modeling and analysis to understand psychological and cognitive processes
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Spencer Seals



• Workplace Cognition Lab in the Department of Psychology

• 2024 Brage Golding. Distinguished Professor of Research

• Current Provost’s Faculty Fellow promoting AI literacy

• Long history of promoting graduate and undergraduate interaction 
and synergy  
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Valerie Shalin



• Mid-sized 4 year public universities offer an academic, research, and 
social community

• Graduates are more likely to be engaged at work and thriving in all areas of 
well being if they:
• Had at least one professor who made them excited about learning

• Felt professors cared about them as a person
• Had a job or internship related to their coursework
• Worked on a project that took a semester a semester or more 
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Competitive Advantage



• Professional development

• Networking and career skills

• Critically thinking and research evaluation

• Skills for real world data analysis

• Effectively communicating research findings
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Emphasis: Workplace Skills that Build on Classroom Experience



Human Visual Development and Implications for Computational Cognitive Models 
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Alyssa Ova
Current student, Spring 2027

B.S. Psychology minor in Forensics

South Vienna, Ohio

Future plans: graduate school focused 

on forensics and clinical psychology

•Significance: 
Developmental analysis 

reveals hidden skills and 
properties of the adult 

perceptual system

•Student skill development: 

Research evaluation and 
synthesis skills expanded 

outside the classroom 



Assessing Anatomical Term Knowledge in Trauma Surgery
3rd Place Undergraduate Poster- 2025 COSM Festival of Research
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Justin Koehler
Current student, Spring 2028

B.S. Psychology and B.S. 

Neuroscience

Tipp City, Ohio

Future plans: medical school focus on 

psychiatry

•Significance: 
Comprehensive skills testing 

and evaluation for military 
surgeons and medics in 

realistic practice-relevant 

scenarios

•Student 
skill development: Use of 

naturalistic data from real 
world trauma surgery 

scenarios
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Sean Mangan
Current student, Spring 2026

B.S. Psychology/Behavioral 

Neuroscience

Xenia, Ohio

Future plans: graduate school in 

neuroscience and animal studies

•Significance: controlled methods 

highlight creative reasoning not 

evaluated in traditional approaches

•Student skill development: Complex

statistical modeling techniques 

commonly introduced in advanced 

graduate courses

Assessing Complex Relational Reasoning Performance
2nd Place Undergraduate Oral Presentation- 2025 COSM Festival of Research



Cheri Wright
Current student, Spring 2026

B.S. Psychology

Future plans: Graduate school in 

Industrial Organizational Psychology

Closing the Gap: Better Preparing Military Medics for Deployments
3rd Place Undergraduate Oral Presentation- 2025 COSM Festival of Research
Outstanding Psychology Undergraduate Student Award- Spring 2026 Semester

•Significance: Identified inconsistent 

training implementation, refresher 

opportunities, and feedback

•Student skill development: Mixed

methods and multiple data sources to 

inform both training research and 

practical policy recommendations
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Former Students
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Kacey O’Harra
Donor Information Specialist, Solvita

B.S. Psychology/Behavioral 

Neuroscience

Leeon Israel
Software Engineer, Qatalyst Health

B.S. Computer Information Systems, 

USC

Finlay Palmer
Current Student

B.S. Computer Science, USC

Lauren Pham
Current Student

B.S. Psychology and Neuroscience

Autumn Hickman
Current Student

B.S. Psychology and Neuroscience

Saina Srivastava
Current Student

Mechanical Engineering and Political 

Science, Duke University 

William Brown
B.S. Psychology

Noah Marlette
B.S. Psychology- Clinical 

Concentration

Zoe Dinnison
Psychology

Thomas Holte
Current Student

Psychology

Elizabeth Regish
Current Student

Psychology

Trisity Carnes
MA Clinical Psychology Student

Cleveland State University

Photos Not Available

Mikayla Hensley
Current Student

Psychology



Questions?
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CAMPUS RECREATION UPGRADES



HOMECOMING



SCHOLARS DAY





STEM CHALLENGE EXPANDS





LOOKING AHEAD
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