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3685.1 Policy
Commencement ceremonies constitute public celebrations marking the completion of education
requirements. Students are eligible and encouraged to participate in the first commencement
ceremony following the term in which they complete a program of study. Students completing
program‐of‐study coursework in the Summer or Fall term are eligible to participate in the Fall
commencement ceremony. Students completing program‐of‐study coursework in the Spring term are
eligible to participate in the Spring commencement ceremony.
Students indicate their intention to attend commencement when they apply to graduate.
Commencement ceremonies are held before final course grades are reported. In some instances,
students may participate in a commencement ceremony but find that they have not successfully
completed coursework required in their program of study. Such students should participate in only one
commencement ceremony per degree and thus are not eligible to participate in a second ceremony for
the same degree.
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3685.2 Exceptions to the Policy
Students who are unable to attend due to military obligation or documented emergency are eligible to
attend the first commencement ceremony following the end of the obligation or emergency. Such
students must appropriately inform the Registrar’s office of their intent to participate, including
documentation showing cause for the exception, before the normal deadline for application for
graduation/commencement participation.
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