RESEARCH COUNCIL
REPORT TO FACULTY SENATE
FALL SEMESTER 2017

The membership of the Council consists of the Dean or dean’s designee and one (1) faculty
member from each college or school. The Vice President for Research and Dean of the
Graduate School serves as the chair of the Research Council. Faculty serving on the Research
Council are selected by the Faculty Senate Executive Committee for two‐year staggered terms.
Current 2017‐2018 Research Council members are:
College
BSOM
CECS
CEHS
COLA
CONH
COSM
LAKE
RSCB
SOPP
GS
VPR

Dean/Interim
Designee
Dr. Margaret Dunn
Dr. Timothy Broderick
Dr. Nathan Klingbeil
Dr. Jennie J. Gallimore
Dr. Joseph Keferl
Dr. James Tomlin
Dr. Linda Caron
Dr. Valerie Stoker
Dr. Deborah Ulrich
Dr. Deborah Poling
Dr. Doug Leaman
Dr. Christopher Wyatt
Dr. Jay Albayyari
Dr. Thomas Traynor
Dr. Arijit Sengupta
Dr. LePearl Logan Winfrey
Dr. Barry Milligan
Ms. Ellen Reinsch Friese, Research Council Chair

Faculty Representative
Dr. Nicholas V. Reo (16‐18)
Dr. Fred Garber (17‐19)
Dr. Sharon Heilmann (16‐18)
Dr. Geoffrey R. Owens (16‐18)
Dr. Sherry Farra (17‐19)
Dr. Pamela Tsang (17‐19)
Dr. Stephen Jacquemin (16‐18)
Dr. Carol Wang (18)
Dr. Jeffrey Cigrang (15‐17)

Research Council met on October 5 and November 2. No meeting was held in December. The
following members attended the respective meetings:
October 5, 2017
BSOM: Dr. Nicholas V. Reo
CECS: Dr. Jennie Gallimore
Dr. Brian Rigling for Dr. Fred Garber
CEHS: Dr. Sharon Heilmann
COLA: Dr. Linda Caron
Dr. Geoffrey Owens
COSM: Dr. Christopher Wyatt
Dr. Pamela Tsang
LAKE: Dr. Jay Albayyari
SOPP: Dr. Jeff Cigrang
VPR:
Ms. Ellen Reinsch Friese

November 2, 2017
BSOM: Dr. Nicholas V. Reo
CECS: Dr. Brian Rigling for Dr. Fred Garber (½)
Dr. Fred Garber (½)
CEHS: Dr. James Tomlin
COLA: Dr. Linda Caron
Dr. Geoffrey Owens
CONH: Dr. Deborah Ulrich
Dr. Sherry Farra
COSM: Dr. Pamela Tsang
LAKE: Dr. Jay Albayyari
RSCB: Dr. Arijit Sengupta
SOPP: Dr. Jeff Cigrang
VPR:
Ms. Ellen Reinsch Friese

The following information is provided from the meeting October 5, 2017 meeting:

RESEARCH COUNCIL – FALL SEMESTER 2017 REPORT TO THE FACULTY SENATE

1

Call to Order and Introductions
Ms. Reinsch Friese called the meeting to order at 8:32 a.m. and welcomed members to the first
FY17‐18 Research Council meeting. Council members introduced themselves. The minutes of
the April 6, 2017 meeting were unanimously approved.
Research Council Meeting Schedule
Research Council members reviewed the tentative meeting schedule. Council agreed to move
the January 4, 2018 meeting to January 11, 2018; the March 1, 2018 meeting will be moved to
March 8, 2018 due to Spring Break. The revised schedule will be updated on the Research
Council SharePoint calendar and posted in the meeting materials folder.
Research Council Expectations and Responsibilities
Ms. Reinsch Friese directed Council to the charge of Research Council. Ms. Reinsch Friese
stated that the Faculty Senate has proposed a new structure for the group as part of its
quadrennial review. If approved by Faculty Senate, the change would take place in the Fall of
2018. This year’s Research Council will continue with the current charge.
One of the charges is to encourage research across campus. Internal funds have been reduced
to zero. Previously, there were two funding mechanisms – Research Initiation and Professional
Development grant programs, but these have been eliminated in the current budget. Ms.
Reinsch Friese suggested that Council look for ways with the current resources to motivate and
encourage researchers across campus with limited resources.
One idea is to convene faculty who have served on review panels to give a brown bag seminar
using the resources of Research and Sponsored Programs (RSP). We can also take advantage of
RSP staff members who have expertise in proposal development.
Ms. Reinsch Friese opened the floor to further suggestions.
Dr. Gallimore suggested inviting Ms. Brandy Foster to attend a Research Council meeting to
provide an overview of the new ONEIL Center for Research Communication. Some of the
services provided by the Center include proposal development, thesis and dissertation editing,
article writing, media services (teaming with the new media center in COLA), marketing design,
etc. Services are provided at a reduced fee compared to outside professionals, and the Center
takes advantage of highly trained students from various colleges. Some services are offered to
students at no cost or at reduced rates. Faculty may use the services of the trained students or
request a higher level professional for which an outside consultant will be used.
Additionally, Dr. Gallimore stated that the ONEIL Center provided the Neuroscience Engineering
Collaboration (NEC) lobby display that, once templates are finalized, will post a calendar and
information on research activities and NEC events. Information on the ONEIL Center may be
found by visiting: http://www.wright.edu/oneil‐center‐for‐research‐communication
Ms. Reinsch Friese will contact Ms. Foster regarding availability to provide additional
information and an overview of the ONEIL Center for Research Communication at a future
Research Council meeting.
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Dr. Farra stated that it is particularly difficult for new faculty to find collaborators within the
University and suggested a quarterly research “speed dating” type of event that would bring
faculty across the University together to meet and exchange ideas. Tables would be designated
for specific research areas for faculty to join for discussion.
Discussion regarding variations of the “speed dating” technique then ensued. Also mentioned
were the Boonshoft School of Medicine’s Central Research Forum and the Research Celebration
as two additional opportunities for publicizing campus‐wide research efforts and bringing
together potential campus collaborators.
The Research Council will continue this discussion at its next meeting.
Ms. Reinsch Friese presented the following proposal and award data and requested feedback
from Council members.

This chart reflects 15 years of grant and contract awards (light green designating total award
dollars and brown reflecting the volume of those awards coded as “research”). The increases
shown in 2010‐11 and 2011‐2012 can be traced to Stimulus awards and OhioLink funding, the
latter of which is no longer managed by the University. Awards have increased over the last
few years to almost $100 million this past fiscal year, with approximately 64% of the total
recorded as basic and applied research funding.
Dr. Tsang inquired about WSARC numbers. Ms. Reinsch Friese stated that WSARC funding is
included in the University records and all of that funding is applied research. Ms. Reinsch Friese
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provided the following WSARC funding data:
FY17
FY16

$28.4M of the total funding
$17.2M of the total funding

Dr. Cigrang mentioned that in looking at the results of 360⁰ review, that it highlights a decline in
the University research funding over the last several years.
Ms. Reinsch Friese stated that the main campus has lost several faculty researchers over the
last couple of years, which may have led to the decline in the University’s funding levels.
However, Dr. Broderick recently received a large award from DARPA with faculty involved from
across campus. Hopefully, the University is on the upswing for more collaborative projects.
This is part of the reason to come up with ideas for stimulating the research process on campus.
Dr. Albayyari stated he felt it was not appropriate to include financial aid in the numbers, as it is
misleading. Ms. Reinsch Friese indicated that not all student aid is recorded, as that would be a
massive number. This has been a point of discussion over the past several years. One year the
aid number was removed, but we were advised to place it back. It has been included in the
total in recent years.
There were several inquiries regarding the distribution of awards by faculty, staff and student
PI. Ms. Reinsch Friese indicated that she had data for the last three years that would respond
to the question and would provide it to the group.
Ms. Reinsch Friese stated that most of the external funding is awarded to the College of
Computer Science and Engineering, the Boonshoft School of Medicine, and the College of
Sciences and Mathematics. For the most part, fully affiliated faculty members submit
applications, but staff and students also apply for, and receive, funding. The external funding
for the Applied Policy Research Institute, formerly known as the Center for Urban and Public
Affairs, is an example of one campus unit whose staff members serve as Principal Investigators
and receive funding.
Dr. Cigrang inquired if the 360⁰ review stated an 18% decline in external research funding
between 2012 and 2016, if this is a reflection of the non‐WSARC numbers.
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The above chart provides data on 15 years of proposal submissions and awards. The blue
column represents the number of proposals that were submitted, with the red column
representing awards. The numbers are not 1:1, as a proposal may be submitted in one fiscal
year, but not funded until the next one.
Dr. Wyatt inquired as to whether the “dip” is 18% between 2012 and current. The percentages
have not been figured, however, part of the decrease in the number of proposals is in the way
proposals used to be processed and counted. There has been a dip in the number of proposals,
and we would like to see that trend reversed.
The proposal and award numbers include funding from WSARC. RSP does not record every
single proposal that WSARC submits. The numbers reflect a summary of WSARC funding
activities. During the FY18 period, WSARC has been providing monthly funding reports to RSP
so that the awards are recorded more regularly, rather than a surge at the end of the fiscal
year.
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The above chart provides 5‐year details on the type of award activity and includes proposal and
award numbers. The student aid number discussed previously is also reflected on this chart.
Dr. Rigling asked about the $18M increase in research funding from FY16 to FY17 and wondered
about the composition of that funding. Part of the dollars are due to WSARC as their awards
increased last year with a total of $28M in funding recorded through RSP. Some of the awards
accounted for by WSU include Dr. Broderick’s DARPA award, Dr. Rigling’s Air Force funding and
the Ohio Federal Research Network projects.
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Ms. Reinsch Friese acknowledged that from the discussions of Research Council members,
interest in other types of data, faculty, and different employee classifications of those who
submit proposals would be beneficial to them. Council members also indicated that separating
WSARC data from the rest of the University would be beneficial in analyzing the numbers and
trends. The Council members were reminded that WSARC successes also mean success for the
University when WSU faculty members are involved. In those cases, WSARC will subcontract to
the University for its funding. In turn, faculty members will get credit for P&T, may be eligible
for summer salary or salary offset, and may be able to support one or more graduate research
assistants.
Ms. Reinsch Friese mentioned that in the past, staff members from the Vice President’s office
attended Research Council meetings as guests; i.e. Research Compliance, Pre Award, Post
Award, Environmental Health & Safety, etc. After discussion, the group agreed that guests
would be welcome to attend meetings, as dictated by the agenda.
In response to a question about membership of the Research Council, Ms. Reinsch Friese
referred members to the current Research Council charge.
Other Business
The Celebration of Research, Scholarship, and Creative Activities will be held on Friday, April 13,
2018. Dr. Scott Baird in Biological Sciences will once again coordinate the effort.
The Boonshoft School of Medicine Central Research Forum is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. today,
October 5, 2017, in the Student Union; the poster session will begin at 5:30 p.m.
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Dr. Deborah Lundin, Associate Director of Pre‐Award in Research and Sponsored Programs will
be conducting Sponsored Programs Information Network (SPIN) training on October 25, 2017 at
2:00 p.m. Training announcements such as this are communicated via the FACListserv.
Dr. Lundin is also available to conduct proposal writing workshops. Her next workshop entitled,
“An overview of the proposal development/proposal writing process for securing external
funding,” is scheduled on November 1, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:32 a.m.

The following information is provided from the meeting November 2, 2017 meeting:
Call to Order and Introductions
Ms. Reinsch Friese called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m. The minutes of the October 5, 2017,
meeting were unanimously approved.
RSP Funding and Award Data through September 30, 2017
Ms. Reinsch Friese presented the following data (charts are posted on the Research Council
Office 365 SharePoint Site):
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Research funding is down. The increase in Student Aid/Services is due to the recording of a
$9.3M PELL Grant in September. Public Service is up due to a $3.2M award for the Dayton
Regional STEM School. Proposal nos. are down.

In addition to the above reports, Research Council members may now view three additional
reports that have been distributed monthly to deans and other individuals across campus on
the Research Council Office 365 SharePoint Site. These reports include: Awards by College,
Proposals by College, and Declines/Withdrawn by College.
Ms. Reinsch Friese also presented the following reports of Grants and Contracts Awarded by
Type of Activity, which provide a breakdown of funding by department. The reports are posted
on the Research Council Office 365 SharePoint Site.
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In response to inquiries made by Council as to the make‐up of investigators submitting
proposals for external funding, during the past three fiscal years (FY15 through FY17) an
average of more than 80% of Principal Investigators hold faculty rank, approximately 16% are
staff, and 2% are students.
Continued Discussion of Techniques to Enhance Faculty Collaborations and Funding
Opportunities
Research Council members continued brainstorming ideas on how to foster faculty
collaborations and secure funding opportunities. Some of the suggestions included the “speed
dating” concept discussed at the October 2017 meeting, the use of a “blog,” a Research and
Sponsored Programs listserv, a semester wide calendar of events, focus groups by college, and
targeted workshops.
The “speed dating” type of event has been carried out at many universities. An inquiry sent by
RSP to the research administrators’ listserv yielded very positive and helpful feedback, which
will be useful for Wright State’s program. Dr. Cigrang and Dr. Farra volunteered to participate
on a subcommittee with RSP to provide faculty input on the planning of the event.
Guest Speaker: Ms. Brandy Foster, Executive Director, ONEIL Center for Research
Communication
Ms. Reinsch Friese introduced Ms. Foster, who presented the following to Research Council:
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O’Neil & Associates is a product support documentation firm that provides services to
aerospace, defense, and commercial industries. A gift from O’Neil & Associates established the
ONEIL Center for Research Communication (OCRC) at Wright State. An experiential learning
center, the OCRC provides opportunities for Wright State students from the Dayton and Lake
campuses to translate the skills they are learning in business and humanities to the research
enterprise. In addition to providing the gift that fully funds the Center, O’Neil is providing
support for the Robert J. Heilman Fellowship. The Fellowship will offer a stipend and tuition for
a student for up to five years. The O’Neil gift also made possible the multi‐media display in the
lobby of the NEC building. Anyone wishing to broadcast announcements on the display should
contact the OCRC via email (ONEILCRC@wright.edu) or by phone at 937.775.5246.
The students currently involved with the OCRC come the College of Liberal Arts (majors in
English, motion pictures), Lake Campus (graphic design program), and the College of
Engineering and Computer Science (computer science major). Ms. Foster is currently looking
for a business student to handle project management, providing an opportunity for hands‐on
experience in operating an enterprise, managing human resources, assisting with marketing
and other related tasks. The Center serves internal WSU clients, as well as external clients in
the community and beyond.
Ms. Foster responded to questions from Research Council members, emphasizing that the
Center was established to train interns to create a talent pipeline to the region. She added that
O’Neil & Associates is also interested in having a presence on campus and finding ways to
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network and collaborate with Wright State faculty. This approach has already yielded a
connection with a faculty member in CECS. There was extensive discussion regarding the
services provided by the OCRC, with Ms. Foster providing clarification of her role and the
current capabilities of the Center and those planned for the future. She also stated that the
OCRC would not replicate other University services, such as those offered by the Writing
Center. It was noted that the OCRC is not an affiliated entity of the University. Ms. Foster
stated that an advisory board would be established with members representing Wright State
University and the community.
Ms. Foster provided information about the costs for services available for internal clients.
Document editing for faculty is valued at $10‐$15 per page, but the OCRC will edit the first page
free for any faculty in the University. The cost is $3 per page thereafter (a page is the universal
standard of 250 words). Graphics are $20 per graphic compared to the value of $75 per
graphic. Videography is at cost. The videography students are paid $12 per hour. Editing a
master’s thesis for a graduate student is a flat rate of $75, regardless of the page length. This is
a $500 ‐ $1,000 value. The editing cost for a dissertation is $150 flat rate.
In response to concerns expressed by Council members related to thesis and dissertation
services and faculty input, Ms. Foster stated that faculty members can have control over the
process. The OCRC will honor any department’s or program’s requests related to services, but
the relevant information needs to be communicated to the OCRC staff. Guidelines for ethical
editing and comprehensive editing permissions are available from professional associations and
could be implemented if this gives faculty higher confidence in the services provided by the
OCRC. Adopting such standards would provide valuable guidance for both faculty and students.
Ms. Foster concluded her presentation by thanking the Research Council for the beneficial
conversation. Additional thoughts and steps may need to be implemented to address the
concerns raised by Council. She would like the faculty and the Wright State community to have
high confidence in the OCRC and to see its utility and benefit. Overall, the OCRC seeks to
provide valuable learning experiences for students and improve the quality of materials
produced on campus.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 10:09 a.m.

RESEARCH COUNCIL – FALL SEMESTER 2017 REPORT TO THE FACULTY SENATE

16

