
This message is intended for faculty contemplating applying to the NSF Partnerships for Innovation 
program. 

The NSF Partnerships for Innovation (PFI) Program within the Division of Industrial Innovation and 
Partnerships (IIP) offers researchers the opportunity to transform new knowledge into societal benefits 
through translational research and technology development efforts which catalyze partnerships to 
accelerate innovations that address significant societal needs. 

PFI has six broad goals: (1) identifying and supporting Foundation-sponsored research and technologies 
that have the potential for accelerated commercialization; (2) supporting prior or current Foundation-
sponsored researchers, institutions of higher education, and non-profit organizations that partner with 
an institution of higher education to undertake proof-of-concept work, including the development of 
technology prototypes that are derived from NSF-funded research and have potential market value; (3) 
promoting sustainable partnerships between Foundation-funded institutions, industry, and other 
organizations within academia and the private sector with the purpose of accelerating the transfer of 
technology; (4) developing multi-disciplinary innovation ecosystems which involve and are responsive to 
the specific needs of academia and industry; (5) catalyzing professional development activities, 
mentoring, and best practices in entrepreneurship and technology translation for faculty, students and 
researchers; and (6) expanding the participation of women and individuals from underrepresented 
groups in innovation, technology translation, and entrepreneurship. 

This solicitation offers two broad tracks for proposals in pursuit of the six aforementioned goals: 

The Technology Translation (PFI-TT) track offers an NSF-funded researcher the opportunity to advance 
his or her prior NSF-funded research results towards developing technological innovations with 
promising commercial potential and societal impact. Projects are supported to demonstrate proof-of-
concept, prototype, or technology development and scale-up while exposing faculty and students (and 
engaging them in) in innovation and entrepreneurially-focused activities that could possibly lead to 
partnership opportunities, the creation of new intellectual property and technologically-driven 
commercialization outcomes that address societal needs. Potential pathways forward within the PFI-TT 
track could be broader collaborative activities and partnerships, technology licensing, technology spin-
outs, and expanded entrepreneurial activity. 

The Research Partnerships (PFI-RP) track provides an opportunity to support technology development 
activities through a multi-organization collaboration. NSF recognizes that interdisciplinary collaboration 
is often needed to achieve successful technology development. This proposal track supports a research 
consortium ecosystem focused on a clear project thrust. It allows for partnerships between academic 
researchers and a variety of third-party organizations (such as industry, non-academic research 
organizations, federal laboratories, public or non-profit technology transfer organizations, and/or other 
universities) to conduct applied research in highly collaborative, multidisciplinary teams, on problems 
typically beyond the reach of a single researcher. NSF currently supports numerous research consortia 
(e.g., Engineering Research Centers, Industry-University Cooperative Research Centers, Science and 
Technology Centers, Nanoscale Science and Engineering Centers, Materials Research Science and 
Engineering Centers, Centers for Chemical Innovation, and others). Such consortia could participate in 
PFI-RP proposals. The goal of the RP track is to catalyze robust and synergistic partnerships and 
collaborations between government, academia, and other public and private entities to drive and 
accelerate the translation of federally-funded fundamental research results into innovations that, 



through technology development and commercialization, will have a significant economic and societal 
impact. 

WEBINARS: Webinars will be held to answer questions about the solicitation. Registration will be 
available on the NSF Division of Industrial Innovation and Partnerships website 
(https://www.nsf.gov/div/index.jsp?div=IIP). Potential proposers and their partners are encouraged to 
attend. 
 
LIMIT ON NUMBER OF PROPOSALS PER ORGANIZATION:   
An organization may submit no more than two (2) proposals to this solicitation. This eligibility constraint 
will be strictly enforced. In the event that an organization exceeds this limit, the first two proposals 
received will be accepted, and the remainder will be returned without review. An organization will not 
receive more than one (1) award from this solicitation. 
 
FULL PROPOSAL DEADLINE (due by 5 p.m. proposer's local time): February 1, 2018. 
 
Because of the above restrictions, Research and Sponsored Programs is requesting that all those 
interested in applying to the NSF PFI competition submit an abstract for their project to Deborah Lundin 
by Tuesday, December 19.  This will enable us to ensure that the University does not submit more than 
the allotted amount of proposals for our institution.  If the number of abstracts we receive exceeds the 
number of proposals we are allowed to submit, we will advise the relevant faculty on how a selection 
will be determined and, subsequently, how to proceed with the submission of the proposal to the 
National Science Foundation. 
 
You may download the complete program description and application guidelines at 
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?WT.z_pims_id=504790&ods_key=nsf18511.  If you 
have any questions, you may contact our office at ext. 2425. 
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