
This message is intended for faculty contemplating applying to the NSF Innovations in 
Graduate Education (IGE) Program. 

The Innovations in Graduate Education (IGE) program is designed to encourage the development 
and implementation of bold, new, and potentially transformative approaches to STEM graduate 
education training. The program seeks proposals that explore ways for graduate students in 
research-based master's and doctoral degree programs to develop the skills, knowledge, and 
competencies needed to pursue a range of STEM careers. 
 
IGE focuses on projects aimed at piloting, testing, and validating innovative and potentially 
transformative approaches to graduate education. IGE projects are intended to generate the 
knowledge required for their customization, implementation, and broader adoption. The program 
supports testing of novel models or activities with high potential to enrich and extend the 
knowledge base on effective graduate education approaches. 
 
The program addresses both workforce development, emphasizing broad participation, and 
institutional capacity building needs in graduate education. Strategic collaborations with the 
private sector, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), government agencies, national 
laboratories, field stations, teaching and learning centers, informal science centers, and academic 
partners are encouraged. 
 
LIMIT ON NUMBER OF PROPOSALS PER ORGANIZATION:   
An eligible organization may participate in two Innovations in Graduate Education proposals per 
competition. Participation includes serving as a lead organization on a non-collaborative 
proposal or as a lead organization, non-lead organization, or subawardee on a collaborative 
proposal. Organizations participating solely as evaluators on projects are excluded from this 
limitation. Proposals that exceed the institutional eligibility limit (beyond the first two 
submissions based on timestamp) will be returned without review regardless of the institution's 
role (lead, non-lead, subawardee) in the returned proposal. 
 
PI LIMIT:   
An individual may serve as Lead Principal Investigator (PI) or Co-PI on only one proposal 
submitted to the IGE program per annual competition. Proposals that exceed the PI/Co-PI 
eligibility limit (beyond the first submission based on timestamp) will be returned without 
review regardless of the individual's role (PI or co-PI) in the returned proposal. 
 
FULL PROPOSAL DEADLINE (due by 5 p.m. proposer's local time): October 25, 2017. 
 
Because of the above restrictions, Research and Sponsored Programs is requesting that all those 
interested in applying to this competition submit an abstract for their project to Deborah Lundin 
by Friday, September 9, 2017.  This will enable us to ensure that the University does not submit 
more than the allotted amount of proposals for our institution.  If the number of abstracts we 
receive exceeds the number of proposals we are allowed to submit, we will advise interested 
faculty on the project review and selection process. 
 



You may download the complete program description and application guidelines at 
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?org=OPP&ods_key=nsf17585.  If you have 
any questions about the program or nominating procedure, you may contact our office at ext. 
2425. 
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