


ArtsGala Activities
VIP Reception

(Sponsors, Society Members, Grand Patrons)
Upper Stein Galleries

6–6:45 p.m.

Opening Ceremony 
Schuster Hall

7–7:30 p.m.

Dining and Performances
Various Locations

7:30–10:30 p.m.

Bars
• Commons Bar, Lower Lobby  
• Lily Pad Bar, Upstairs Lobby
• Gallery Bar, Stein Galleries  

• Music Bar, Music Wing
• Bourbon Bar, Cigar Tent

6:30–11 p.m.

Art Exhibition
2024 Senior Thesis

Stein Galleries
7–11 p.m.

Portraits
Lower Galleries

(pick up prints by main entrance,  
online at wright.edu/galaphotos)

7–10:30 p.m.

Silent Auction
Lower Galleries

7–10:30 p.m.

Dance
Festival Playhouse

10:45 p.m.–midnight



Performance Times
Opening Ceremony

Schuster Hall
7–7:30 p.m.

The Art Experience:  
Live Art Creation

Lower Lobby and 2nd Floor Lobby
7:30–10:30 p.m.

Step INTO the Movies!
Upstairs Lounge
7:30–10:30 p.m.

The Dance Experience
Dance Studio, Room 170

7:45 p.m., 8:45 p.m., 9:45 p.m.

Highlights from  
The 25th Annual Putnam County  

Spelling Bee
Festival Playhouse

8 p.m., 10 p.m.

Collegiate Chorale presents: 
 Echoes of Euphony: A Musical Odyssey

Schuster Hall
8:45 p.m.

Jazz Ensemble presents: 
Song and Swing: Big Band Hits  

from the Classics to Today
Schuster Hall

9:40 p.m.



We dedicate the  
2024 ArtsGala to
 Joe Deer

Joe has served as chair and artistic 
director of the former Department of 
Theatre, Dance, and Motion Pictures, 

and is a Distinguished Professor of 
Theatre. Joe has undoubtedly staged 

some of your favorite performances at 
ArtsGala, including this year’s The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. As 
he approaches retirement at the end of 
this academic year, we salute Joe for 

his tireless devotion to our students and 
alumni throughout the world.



Dining Show Times
7:30 p.m., 8:15 p.m., 9 p.m., 9:45 p.m.

Scenes from Madison Square Garden: 
 The Music of Billy Joel

Stage Combat Studio, Room 178

Much Ado About Everybody in Our Town
Music Wing, Room 104

Savory Soiree: Solo and Chamber Music
Music Wing, Room 180

7:45 p.m., 8:30 p.m., 9:15 p.m., 10 p.m.

Die Fledermaus: Opera Music
 Music Wing, Room 190

Broadway Divas
Herbst Theatre

Special Thanks to Our 
Dining Room Sponsors:
• BURKE ORTHODONTICS

• GDAHA

• HIGHTOWERS PETROLEUM CO.

• HOUSER ASPHALT

• 91.3 WYSO



Dining Menus 

6:30–7:30 p.m.

Opening Reception
Lower Lobby

•	 Charcuterie Display
•	 Hors D’oeuvres

Catered by Salt Block Biscuit Co. 

Dining Rooms  7:30–10:30 p.m.

Art Experience
Upper Galleries, 2nd Floor Lobby

•	 Tuscan-Roasted Turkey Breast (GF)
•	 Multigrain Buns and Breads
•	 Dijon Crusted Salmon Filet
•	 Tandoori-Seasoned Vegetable Kabobs (VG)
•	 Orzo Pineapple Craisin Casserole (V)
•	 Lemon Garlic Mushrooms, Peas,  

and Green Beans (VG)
•	 Brownie Bars, Lemon Bites,  

Buckeyes, Cookie Bars (V)

Catered by Kohler 

V=Vegetarian	 VG=Vegan
GF=Gluten Free



Dining Menus 

Dining Rooms  7:30–10:30 p.m. (cont’d)

Scenes from Madison Square Garden: 
The Music of Billy Joel 

Stage Combat Studio, Room 178

•	 Seven Salad Bonanza
•	 Greek Marinated Chicken Kebob
•	 Edamame Dumplings (VG)
•	 Boursin-Filled Red Potatoes (V) 
•	 Bread Sticks and Mini Muffins
•	 Fruit and Cream-Filled Mini Pie Tarts (V)

Catered by Kohler 

Much Ado About Everybody  
in Our Town

Music Wing, Room 104

•	 Carne Asada Mini Taco
•	 Adobo Chicken Mini Taco
•	 Spanish Rice (GF, V)
•	 Chipotle Roasted Vegetables (GF, V)
•	 Avocado Chopped Salad (GF, V)
•	 Cherry Almond and Bananas Foster  

Bread Pudding (V)

Catered by Amber Rose 



Dining Menus 

Dining Rooms  7:30–10:30 p.m. (cont’d)

Savory Soiree:  
Solo and Chamber Music

Music Wing, Room 180

•	 Herb-Roasted Lamb Lollipops
•	 Honey Glazed Chicken (GF)
•	 Twice-Baked Red Potatoes (GF, VG)
•	 Parmesan Roasted Asparagus (GF, V)
•	 Poppyseed Vinaigrette Spinach  

Salad (GF, V)
•	 Mini Cream Puffs and Eclairs

Catered by Amber Rose 

Die Fledermaus: Opera Music
Music Wing, Room 190

•	 Hunter Schnitzel with Dijon Cream Sauce
•	 Lemon Caper Chicken Schnitzel
•	 Mini Potato Pancakes (V)
•	 Herbed Spatzle (V)
•	 Fruited Sauerkraut
•	 Cucumber Dill Salad (GF, VG)
•	 Apple Strudel and Black Forest Strudel  

Catered by Amber Rose 



V=Vegetarian	 VG=Vegan
	 GF=Gluten Free

Dining Menus 

Dining Rooms  7:30–10:30 p.m. (cont’d)

Broadway Divas
Herbst Theatre

•	 Herb-Roasted Prime Rib, Buns, and Au Jus 
•	 Grilled Chicken with Marinara
•	 Creamy Macaroni and Cheese Fritters (V)
•	 Asparagus, Corn, Tomato, Bean Salad (VG)
•	 Strawberry Fields Salad (GF, VG)
•	 Cheesecake Squares (V)

Catered by Kohler 

9–10:45 p.m.

End-of-Night Coffee Station 
Lower Lobby 

•	 Coffee and Hot Tea Service
•	 Macaroons
•	 Cookies
•	 Biscotti

Catered by Salt Block Biscuit Co. 



Silent Auction
Bid until 10:30 p.m. at 

artsgala24.givesmart.com

The ArtsGala silent auction offers a wide 
assortment of amazing artwork, luxury gift 
baskets, fine dining certificates, top-quality 
wine and cigars, entertainment packages, 

vacation destinations, and much more. Visit 
the Stein Galleries to view items in person.

Guests can place bids directly on their 
mobile phone at the gala! All proceeds from 
the auction directly support scholarships for 
our students in the fine and performing arts.

Still need to sign up to bid?
Register your phone number and create a 

profile at: artsgala24.givesmart.com

Or visit a Wright State volunteer in the  
Stein Galleries for assistance.

Happy bidding!

Pick-up for winning bidders, 
10:30–11 p.m. in the Stein Galleries



Special Thanks 
to Our 2024 ArtsGala
Host Committee!

•	 Jon Blunt and Rodney Veal, chairs

•	 Michael Berning and Joanna Lee

•	 Don and Lois Bigler

•	 Dennis Bova

•	 Greg Funston

•	 Jane Keiffer and Erin Craig

•	 Linda Menz

•	 Candy Prystaloski

•	 Josh Stucky

•	 Hugh and Kathie Thornburg

•	 Larry and Abigail Trittschuh

•	 Shobhan and Jenn Vachhrajani

Share the fun using  
#WSUArtsGala  
on social media



Platinum Sponsors
Dayton Business Journal 

Dayton Daily News

Gold Sponsors
BLC Entertainment

Sinclair Community College
ThinkTV PBS

WHIO-TV 
Wright State University Foundation

Silver Sponsors
Discover Classical WDPR 88.1

Front Street
HEAPY Engineering

HORAN
LION

Prime Time Party Rental
Wright-Patt Credit Union

Bronze Sponsors
Congressman Mike Turner

Quest Food

Presenting Sponsor



ArtsGala Society
The Showstopper

Linda Black-Kurek and James Kurek
Rob and Ann Weisgarber

The Shining Star
Michael Berning

Linda Lombard and Paul Marshall

Grand Patrons
Kathy Alexander
Don and Lois Bigler
Patrick and Christine 

Brackman
Lee and Pat Bradley-Falke
Jon Blunt and  

Rodney Veal
David and Colleen 

Bowman
Erin Craig and  

Jane Keiffer
Herb and Kristin Dregalla
John Duby
Sue Edwards and  

Greg Funston
Michael Ervin and  

Juanita Nordstrom
David and Julie Glover
Lauri and David Goodwin
Jonathan and  

Elizabeth Green
Sara Guerrero-Duby
Brian and Gail Joyce
Joseph and Kelly Marie 

Lehman
Andy Manganaro and  

Teresa Zryd
Erin Manley
Julie Maynard
Nita Nordstrom
Candy Prystaloski

Erin Quinn
Sharon Rab
Mike and Susan Riordan
The Rubi Girls
Dave and Nancy Smith
Marie Spohn
Square One Salons
Josh Stucky
Tracy Szarzi-Fors
Hugh and Kathie 

Thornburg
Abigail and Larry 

Trittschuh
Shobhan and Jennifer 

Vachhrajani
Robert and Ann 

Weisgarber
Westminster Financial

Distinguished Patrons
Marty and Kathleen 

Carlson
Kathleen Clawson
Renate Frydman
Lee Monnin
Christina Schrage
Bill Spohn and  

Margaret Dunn
Alden Tinnen and  

Sarah Hackenbracht
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Thank you to the 2024 ArtsGala Internal Committee 
for their long hours and hard work: 

Gary Schmidt, Dean,  
College of Liberal Arts

Dan Zehringer, Chair,  
School of Fine and Performing Arts

Marya Spring Cordes, Associate Chair,  
School of Fine and Performing Arts

Tracy Longley-Cook, Associate Chair,  
School of Fine and Performing Arts

Rebecca Foley, ArtsGala Coordinator

Caitlin Burdine, Administrative Assistant to the Dean, 
College of Liberal Arts

Becca Webb, ArtsGala Administrative Assistant

Steve Aldredge, Music

Amanda Brewer, Assistant Director,  
School of Fine and Performing Arts

Parker Bowling, Motion Pictures

Branden Combs, Marketing

Colleen Lampton-Brill, Director of Major Gifts,  
College of Liberal Arts

Jackson Leung, Music

Ginger Minneman, Music

Kevin Nedberg, Theatre

Susan See, Student Union Event Services

Betsie Turner, President’s Office Liaison

We would also like to thank the more than 400 
students, faculty, and staff performers and 

volunteers who made ArtsGala 2024 possible. 
Without their support, we could not have done it!

Additional Supporters
Wright State Office of the President

Wright State Office of Marketing

Wright State Office of Communications

Wright State Division of Advancement



Celebrating 25  
Amazing Years!

On April 1, 2000, the first ArtsGala took place at  
Wright State University’s Creative Arts Center. 

And 25 years later, we are indebted to the founders 
and many individuals who came together to create 
this special event that benefits the students in the 

School of Fine and Performing Arts.

On this silver anniversary, we would like to honor  
and applaud the vision of:

Mary Ellen Mazey
former Dean, College of Liberal Arts

Linda Caron
former Chair, Department of Art and Art History

Herb Dregella
former Chair, Department of Music

Stuart McDowell
former Chair, Department of Theatre, Dance,  

and Motion Pictures

Save the Date!

April 5, 2025

Contact artsgala@wright.edu  
for sponsorship opportunities.



Thank you for supporting the performing arts  
at Wright State University through your  

attendance at ARTSgala. 

wsufoundationconnect.com



Connect to
what’s happening

Don’tmiss the news
Arts. Entertainment. Dining. Culture.
Dayton Daily News is your source

for the performances and
experiences you should know about.

Subscribe today at
DaytonDailyNews.com





April 21, 2024 11a-4p

Dayton’s largest
community of

artists & artisans
since 1965.  

Explore studios,
galleries, shops &

boutiques!

WWW.FRONTSTREET.ART

Beers with Dad
June 16, 2024 11a-4p

Halloween Market
Oct. 20, 2024 11a-4p

Christkindl Market
Nov. 30, 2024 11a-4p

Life in the City
August 2, 2024 11a-4p

Monthly Art Hops
1st Fri 5-9p, 2nd Look Sat,
3rd Sun 11a-4pm

VISIT 7 DAYS A WEEK!
9AM - 6PM

1001 East 2nd Street Dayton Ohio 45402



PROUD
TO SUPPORT

WRIGHT STATE UNIVERISTY

Arts Gala
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS I RISK & INSURANCE  I  RETIREMENT & PRIVATE WEALTH 

Proud Sponsor of 
Wright State University’s  

2024 ARTSGALA



FURNITURE • MATTRESS

™

Our family of brands:

25 years of creativity

25 years of talent

25 years of education

 Shop today:
morrisathome.com or 

mylocalhomestore.com

25 Year Presenting Sponsor

Proud supporter of WSU and  
1000’s of Arts Gala scholarships



Your Front-Row 
Seat to Great 

Theater



We join in your commitment to seeing 
students’ artistic abilities soar!

WPCU.coop

Wright-Patt Credit Union® Proudly 
Supports Wright State University’s

Wright-Patt Credit Union - the Official Financial 
Institution for the Wright State University Community

The Wright-Patt Credit Union logo is a trademark of Wright-Patt Credit 
Union, Inc. Artsgala is a trademark of Wright State University.

TM

®



PROUD TO SUPPORT 
THE ARTS.

PROUD TO SUPPORT 
WRIGHT STATE.

Dayton Business Journal is thrilled to support this 
year’s ArtsGala. We thank Wright State Universi-
ty for organizing one of Dayton’s Premier social 
events, and for investing in students of the fine 

and performing arts - affording them the invaluable 
opportunity to try, fail, and flourish with the faith 

and support of their university behind them.

Sign up for our  
Free Newsletters! Subscribe Today!





COLLEGE OF
LIBERAL ARTS

wright.edu/cola


