PHL 399: History of Ethics                 Argumentative Essay Assignment

Fall 2009

For your argumentative essay, you will need to write a paper in which you clearly state, develop, clarify, and defend a thesis.  Your paper should be formatted according to the requirements established by Vaughn in Appendices A & B, using CMS style of citation.  The body of the paper should be 6-8 pages long.  There are two possible due dates for the paper.  If you turn the paper in by Tuesday, November 10th, then I will grade the paper and write comments on it and return it to you on the day of the final.  If you wish, however, you can turn the paper in on Friday, November 20th, in which case I will grade the paper without comments.  Either way, you must submit your paper in two different ways: (i) you must get the paper in to the Philosophy Department administrative assistant (on the 3rd floor of Millett Hall) on the relevant day and (ii) you must submit the paper to TurnItIn.com.  Both of these must be done no later than 5:00 pm on the relevant day.  Instructions for using TurnItIn.com will follow the discussion of the assignment.

I think it would be best that before writing the paper, you read chapters 1-5 of the Vaughn book very carefully.  Chapter 4 is especially important, as it details the structure and goals of an argumentative essay very nicely.  There is also a sample paper in that chapter that may help you to see the style of writing and argument I hope to see in your paper.

Your paper must be directly relevant to the topics and readings assigned for class or discussed during class.  You should engage with the readings as much as possible, and should see yourself as entering a debate started by others.  Your goal is to enter the debate using the concepts and arguments that others have discussed, and to contribute something to that ongoing debate.  I do NOT want you to do any outside research at all for this paper.

One way to develop a thesis is along the following lines: think of the issue of the paper as a question, such as: “Is it possible to meet Glaucon’s challenge and prove that everyone always has reason to be just?”  Once you have an issue, you need to develop a very specific answer to it.  For example, a good thesis on the above issue would be this: “I will argue that we can meet Glaucon’s challenge and prove that everyone always has reason to be just.  However, I will not do this by supporting the type of theory that Plato develops in the Republic, for that theory has too many flaws.  Instead, I will argue that Hobbes and Hume both develop an account of justice that is plausible and meets this challenge.”  Notice that the thesis here is very specific and refers directly to the readings in class.  A good thesis will not attempt to show that Hume’s theory is the correct moral theory; rather, it will attempt to show that some theory can meet a certain challenge or help us to understand a certain concept (perhaps better than some other theory can, or perhaps just that it is good on its own terms).
You will turn in your final copy of your papers into turnitin.com.  If you have not used this before, it is easy to set up an account.  Simply go to turnitin.com, and click the link for new users, and follow the instructions.  You will need the following information to register for this class:

Class ID:
2951377
Password:
Hume
Please note that the password is case sensitive.  Let me know if you have any questions about using turnitin.com. 

