PHL 204: Great Books

2nd Short Writing Assignment

Fall 2009

Paper Topic
The Problem of Evil is an argument intended to show that an all-good, all-powerful, and all-knowing God does not exist because the world contains evil, and evil is incompatible with the existence of such a being.  Richard Swinburne attempts to show that this argument fails.  Write an argumentative essay in which you:

(a) Clearly and completely explain why evil is supposedly incompatible with an all-good, all-knowing, all-powerful being.

(b) Clearly and completely explain Swinburne’s response to this argument.

(c) Assess Swinburne’s response.  In other words, in this section of the paper, you need to argue either that Swinburne’s response succeeds or that it fails to undermine the Problem of Evil.

(d) Finally, consider objections to your argument.  If you argue that Swinburne’s argument fails, can he find some way to address your worries?  If you argue that his argument succeeds, then is there something else an opponent might say against his view?  How do you respond to these objections?

Paper Format
Format your paper according to the requirements described by Vaughn in Appendix A (pp. 126-132).  You must document your sources using the Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) guidelines, discussed by Vaughn in Appendix B (pp. 133-138).  Your paper must have endnotes, and must have a works cited page.  These pages must be separate both from each other and from the main body of the paper.  Your paper must be printed on single-sided paper with absolutely no printing on the other side of the paper (i.e. do not use the back of an old paper).  Your paper should be around four to six pages long, not including the cover page, works cited page, and endnote pages.

Paper Due Date
Your paper is due on Friday, November 6th.  On that day, you must both (i) Turn in a hard copy version of the paper to me at the end of class time and (ii) Submit your paper to TurnItIn.com no later that 5:00 pm.  A failure to do either (i) or (ii) will result in a late paper, and the grade will be docked accordingly.

Suggestions for Doing Well
I think it would be best that before writing the paper, you read chapters 1-5 of the Vaughn book very carefully.  Chapter 4 is especially important, as it details the structure and goals of an argumentative essay very nicely.  There is also a sample paper in that chapter that may help you to see the style of writing and argument I hope to see in your paper.
You must engage with the readings in order to do well.  This means that you will need to summarize the ideas and arguments in the readings, and this will require you to cite them as your sources.  A paper without any citations is either plagiarized or not engaged enough with the original material.

Avoiding quoting too much.  Do not let the authors we read do all the work for you—rather, your job is to explain what they mean and what they argued.  You can choose a few judicious quotations to use, but you should not have too many in your paper.

You should NOT do any outside research for this paper.  What this means is that you should not go online and read about this problem on any websites, nor should you find an article or book that discusses it.  You are not doing a research paper here, but are instead reasoning about what we discussed in class and is discussed in the readings.  So I do not want you to explain how anyone else thinks of the problem, or to support your answer by pointing out that another philosopher or person has argued for it somewhere else.

If you have any questions as you proceed, contact me by email or in office hours.
