PHL 467/667: Philosophy of Mind

Syllabus

Winter 2001

Contact Information

Professor:
     Dr. Linda Farmer 



Office:

     387 Millett 

Office Hours:
     Tuesdays & Thursdays, 


Office Phone:
     775-2914

     11:00-12:00 & 1:00-1:45 p.m.

     Other days/times by appointment 
       
Email:       linda.farmer@wright.edu

Course Description

Introduction to the philosophy of mind. No background in philosophy will be presupposed. We will be examining three main issues in the philosophy of mind: (1) The Mind/Body Problem. What is the relationship of the mind to the body? Can the mind be identified with the brain? Can it exist apart from the body? (2) Personal Identity. What is a self? What, if anything, makes me the same person as “I” was 10 years ago? Will I be the same person if I suffer a severe stroke? (3) Artificial Intelligence. Could a machine think? Could a machine be conscious or even self-conscious? 

Texts

The main text for this course is: 

Cunningham, Suzanne. What Is a Mind? An Integrative Introduction to the  

     Philosophy of Mind. Hackett: 2000.  

Selections from the following texts will be assigned and required reading (these may either be

     purchased or borrowed from the library): 

Sacks, Oliver. The Man Who Mistook His Wife for A Hat and Other Clinical Tales. 

     Touchstone Books: 1985. 

Dennett, Daniel. Brainstorms. Bradford: 1978. 

Searle, John. Minds, Brains and Science. Harvard: 1984.

undergraduate Course Requirements


Students are required to write two papers for this course, actively participate in class discussion, and make a short, in-class presentation. 
Papers:


Each paper must be an argumentative essay of 4-5 pages in length, typed and double-spaced. Please see the Paper Instructions handout and the Grading handout for detailed information on how to write an argumentative essay and how your papers will be graded. Paper #1 must be on the mind-body problem and you will have the option of revising this paper for a better grade. Paper #2 must be on the issue of self/identity. You will not have the option of revising this paper. 

Both papers must be submitted in both paper and electronic. The electronic copy of your paper can either be submitted on a disc or via email (either pasted into the body of an email message or sent as an attachment) and must be saved as a Microsoft Word document. An electronic copy of your paper is necessary because all papers will be checked for plagiarism on turnitin.com, a plagiarism detection service.

Presentation:
You will be required to make an in-class presentation either in favor of or opposed to the possibility of artificial intelligence. Your presentation/argument must be 5-10 minutes in length and will be graded in part by your fellow classmates according to clarity, strength of position, originality and the quality of your replies to objections. Presentations may be either made by individuals or by pairs of students. 

Participation:
Active participation in the course is required. Active participation does not mean attending the course regularly—but it does presuppose that. What it involves is asking questions and/or offering insights/comments in class on a regular basis. 

Grading Scheme


Your final grade for this course will be calculated by adding together the numerical scores you received on each of the course requirements and translating that numerical grade into a letter grade according the scheme in the box at left.




A 	90-100% 


B 	80-89% 


C 	70-79%


D 	57-69%  


F 	  0-56% 











 Paper #1			30%


 Paper #2			40%


 Presentation			20%


 Participation			10%











