PHL 302: History of Modern Philosophy

Syllabus

Farmer • Fall 2004
Contact Information

Professor:

Dr. Linda Farmer 

Office:

387 Millett

Phone:

775-2914

Office Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays:
2:30 – 4:00 p.m.




Other days/times:

By appointment

Email:

linda.farmer@wright.edu

Homepage:
www. wright.edu/~linda.farmer

Course:

Meets in 066 Ryke on Tues. & Thurs. from 12:20-2:00 p.m.

Course Description
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Introduction to modern philosophy before Kant. We will be reading, discussing and reflecting upon the ideas and arguments of Descartes, Berkeley and Hume. We will be paying particular attention to the epistemological issues that dominated much of the philosophical discourse of the modern period. In this way, we will become acquainted with philosophical perspectives such as metaphysical dualism, materialism and idealism; rationalism, empiricism and skepticism; and with theories of truth. 

Course Requirements


                Students are required to write two exams and two 
                argumentative papers for this course.



Exams:



There will be two exams, each worth 25% towards your final grade. They will be composed of objective questions (true/false and multiple-choice) that test your understanding of the assigned readings and the topics discussed in class. 

No make-up exams will be given unless you can substantiate a legitimate reason for missing the exam. 

Papers:
· Each paper must be a minimum of 3 pages long, typed and double-spaced. No paper should exceed 5 pages in length. 

· The first paper will be worth 20%; the second will be worth 30%.
· The first paper must be on Descartes; the second paper must be on either Berkeley or Hume.

· Each paper must be an argumentative essay. Please see the handout on argumentative essays for instructions.
· Each paper must be submitted to the instructor in both electronic and paper format. 

· Each paper must be written on a topic cleared by the professor beforehand. Without pre-authorization of your topic, your paper will automatically be given 0%. 

· Your paper should be handed in by the due date. Late papers will be penalized 5% for each day past the due date. 

· Students have the option of revising their first paper. The grade of the revised paper replaces the initial grade received for the paper. The grading of revised papers will be primarily based on content improvements. Simply correcting the spelling and grammar mistakes you made in your initial paper will not increase your grade. However, neglecting to correct those mistakes will result in a 5% reduction of your revised paper grade. Your revised paper should be handed in by the due date. Late revised papers will be penalized 5% for each day past the due date. Please note that any previous late penalties remain in effect for the revised paper. 

· A paper containing any amount of plagiarized material will result in an “F” for the course. 

Grading Scheme

Each paper will initially be graded out of 100 points and subsequently translated into the percentage it represents of the final grade. Your final grade will be calculated by adding your representative paper grades with your exam grades and then translating that sum into a letter grade according to the scheme in the box at left. 
Texts

· Descartes, René. Meditations on First Philosophy.
· Berkeley, George. Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous. 

· Hume, David. An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding. 
<span style="text-transform: uppercase">Class schedule

Exam #1:    25%�Exam #2:    25%�Paper #1:    20%�Paper #2:    30%





A 	90-100% 


B 	80-89% 


C 	65-79%


D 	50-64%  


F 	  0-49% 











