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Contact Information

Professor:
     Dr. Linda Farmer 



Office:

387 Millett 

Office Hours:
     Tuesdays & Thursdays, 


Office Phone:
     775-2914

     1:00-2:00 p.m.

     Other days/times by appointment 

Email:       linda.farmer@wright.edu

Course:   
     Meets on Tuesdays & Thursdays             Web: www.wright.edu/~linda.farmer       
     from 2:15 – 3:55 in 028 Millett
Course Texts

· Descartes, René. Meditations on First Philosophy. 4th Edition. Hackett: 1999.  

· Plato. Phaedo. Tr. David Gallop. Oxford Univ. Press: 1993.
· Searle, John. Minds, Brains and Science. Harvard Univ. Press: 1984. 
Course Description

Honors section of Great Books (Philosophy). Introduction to philosophy through reading, discussing, reflecting upon and writing about great philosophical ideas, arguments and texts. We will be studying three significant philosophical works: Plato’s Phaedo, René Descartes’s Meditations on First Philosophy, and John Searle’s Minds, Brains, and Science. Each of these texts is from a different period in the history of Western thought and raises a variety of thought-provoking issues: What is the good life? Should we generally be more skeptical than we are? Is the mind the same as the brain, produced by the brain, or distinct from the brain? Is there life after death? What makes you, you? 

Course Objectives

The primary goal of this course is to develop your critical thinking skills. You will learn how to: read philosophical texts; distinguish arguments from mere opinions; summarize and evaluate arguments & positions fairly; argue for and defend a thesis; and how to avoid some of the most common errors in reasoning/thinking.


GE Area Four Objectives addressed:
a. Recognize and critically discuss significant philosophical works.

b. Understand the complex blend of personal vision, social-cultural background, ethical values and aesthetic judgment in such works.

c. Discuss the diverse means of communication in such works.


GE Area Six Objectives addressed:

a. Communicate with individuals who are in the student’s major, in allied fields, and non-specialists.

b. Understand important relationships and interdependencies between the student’s major and other academic disciplines, world events and life endeavors.

c. Develop logical and fair arguments, and observe appropriate writing conventions.

Course Policies & Requirements


This course is writing intensive. You are required to write three exams, one argument paper, and multiple are also required to attend class regularly. 

Attendance:
Attendance is required. Without a valid excuse that can be substantiated (doctor’s note, etc.), each absence will reduce your final grade by 2%. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. If you come to class late, it is your responsibility to ensure that your attendance is recorded at the end of the class in question. No attendance will be recorded retroactively. 

Paper: 
You are required to write one argument paper. Your paper must be on an approved topic, be a minimum of 1250 words in length (about 5 pages), and be submitted in electronic format (via email). An electronic version of your paper is required because all papers will be checked for plagiarism on turnitin.com, a plagiarism detection service. 

Please see the Paper Instructions handout and the Grading handout for further and more detailed information. These handouts can also be found online at: www.wright.edu/~linda.farmer/thecoursesiteach.
You must get at least a “C” on your paper in order to pass the writing intensive component of this course. 
Exams:
There will be three exams, one on each of the texts we cover in the course. The first two exams are worth 25% each and the third exam is worth 20%.  The exams will be composed of objective questions (true/false or multiple choice) and short answer questions which test your understanding of the readings and lectures, not your memory of factual/historical information. The class before each exam will include a review session, detailing what is covered on the exam and providing sample exam questions. 

No makeup exams will be given unless you can substantiate a valid reason for missing the exam. Vacation plans that are booked during the quarter are not a valid excuse for missing an exam. Being hospitalized is. If you know ahead of time that you must miss an exam, discuss this with the instructor as soon as possible.  

Special Accomodations: 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment to see me as soon as possible. We should make adjustments at the beginning of the course. 

Grading Scheme

Your final grade for this course will be calculated by adding each of the grades received for the requirements of this course and translating that numerical grade into a letter grade according to the following scheme: 










Exam #1:   	25%�Exam #2:	25%


Exam #3:	20% 


Paper:	            30% 








A  = 90-100%


B  = 80-89%


C  = 70-79%


D  = 55-69%


F  =    0-54%
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