PHL 200: Critical Thinking

Syllabus

Spring 2005
Contact Information

Instructor:

Dr. Linda Farmer 






Office:
    

387 Millett

Office Hours:
  
Mondays–Thursdays, 10:00–11:30 a.m.




  
Other days/times by appointment 
Office Phone:
    
775-2914




Email: 

linda.farmer@wright.edu

Homepage:
  
www.wright.edu/~linda.farmer/
Course Description

"Are we to be content to accept the bare statements of others or of ourselves without asking any questions? Or must we examine the statements?"

-  Plato's Euthyphro

This course will develop your reasoning skills: your ability to recognize the differences between facts and opinions, to distinguish relevant from irrelevant information, to identify unstated assumptions, to detect bias, to recognize fallacious reasoning, and to evaluate claims, definitions and arguments. It will help you cultivate clear, disciplined, and independent thinking that is readily applicable to your academic, social and personal pursuits. The cultivation of critical thinking will increase both your capacities as well as your appetite for self-expression and reflection, for exchange and debate of ideas, for life-long learning, and for dealing with problems for which there are no easy answers. It will, moreover, enhance your capacity to participate more fully, responsibly and intelligently in public life. 

Course Materials

· Schick, Theodore & Lewis Vaughn. How to Think About Weird Things: Critical Thinking for a New Age. 4th Edition. McGraw-Hill: 2005. 

· Identifying and Evaluating Arguments: Exercises (Handout #1)

· Identifying Fallacies (Handout #2)

Course Requirements

You are required to attend class regularly, write 8 assignments and take 3 exams. 

Attendance:

Each and every unexcused absence will reduce your final grade by 2%. An absence will only be excused if there is a legitimate reason for it (e.g., you were ill) and you can provide evidence to that effect (e.g., a doctor’s note). Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class. Attendance will not be recorded retroactively. If you are late to class, you must inform the instructor of your attendance at the end of that very same class.

Assignments:

There are eight short writing assignments in this course. Each is worth 5% of your final grade. Your assignment must be typed. No late assignments will be accepted unless you can substantiate a legitimate reason for failing to submit your assignment on time. See the “Writing Assignments” handout for assignment specifics.
Exams:

There are three exams in this course. Each is worth 20% of your final grade. Each exam will be composed of objective questions (true/false and multiple choice) which test your understanding, not your memory, of the material covered in the textbook and in class; and Exam #3 will also include “short answer” questions. No make-up exams will be given unless you can substantiate a legitimate reason for missing the exam. 



Grading


Your final grade for this course will be calculated by adding all 

individual grades you received (assignments & exams) and 

subtracting from that sum 2% for each of your unexcused 

absences. Your resulting numeric grade will be translated into a  

letter grade according to the following scheme:   










A  = 90-100%


B  = 80-89%


C  = 70-79%


D  = 50-69%


F  =    0-49%








60%





40%








