PHL 200: Critical Thinking

Syllabus

Spring 2002

Contact Information

Professor:

Dr. Linda Farmer 

Office:


131K Allyn

Office Hours:

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:45-1:45 & 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

Office Phone:

775-2914

Email:


linda.farmer@wright.edu

Course Description

"Are we to be content to accept the bare statements of others or of ourselves without asking any questions? Or must we examine the statements?"

Plato's Euthyphro

This course will develop your reasoning skills: your ability to recognize the differences between facts and opinions, to distinguish relevant from irrelevant information, to identify unstated assumptions, to detect bias, to recognize fallacious reasoning, and to evaluate claims, definitions and arguments. It will help you cultivate clear, disciplined, and independent thinking that is readily applicable to your academic, social and personal pursuits. The cultivation of critical thinking will increase both your capacities as well as your appetite for self-expression and reflection, for exchange and debate of ideas, for life-long learning, and for dealing with problems for which there are no easy answers. It will, moreover, enhance your capacity to participate more fully, responsibly and intelligently in public life. 

Course Materials

The textbook we will be using is: 

· Moore, Brooke Noel and Richard Parker. Critical Thinking. 6th Edition. Mayfield: 2000. ISBN: 076741067X

We will also be utilizing a free web-based study guide for the textbook which includes: a list of learning objectives for each chapter; exercises, quizzes, and review quizzes (auto-graded) for each chapter; a glossary with links to relevant Web sites; tutorials for each chapter; and a critical thinking diagnostic test. The study guide is located at:

· http://www.mayfieldpub.com/ct/.

Course Requirements

You are required to write 4 exams and 1 project. 

Exams:

Each exam is worth 20% of your final grade. Each exam will be composed of questions similar to those at the end of each chapter in the textbook. The number of questions on each exam will be announced the class prior to the exam. 

No make-up exams will be given unless the student can substantiate a legitimate reason for missing the exam (e.g., have a note from her/his doctor). 
Project:

The project is worth 20% of your final grade. It involves finding ten instances of pseudoreasoning in various written materials such as newspapers, magazines, books, journals, etc. and explaining what kind of pseudoreasoning is involved and why. At least five of the ten instances should represent different types of pseudoreasoning. The instances and their source must be provided (cut & paste them) and must be recent (2002). The project need not be typewritten but must at least be very legibly written. 



The project is due May 28th. No projects will be accepted later than May 31st. A project that is turned in past the due date, but no later than May 31st, will be penalized 2 points out of the possible 20 points for each day past the due date. You are strongly encouraged to turn in your project early.

Grading

Your final grade for this course will be calculated by adding the grade you received out of 20 for the project and for each of the exams. That numerical sum will then be translated into a letter grade according to the following scheme: 










A  = 90-100%


B  = 80-89%


C  = 70-79%


D  = 50-69%


F  =    0-49%
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