PHL 303 History of Philosophy: Late Modern & Contemporary
Syllabus

Fall 2002

Contact Information

Professor:

Linda Farmer

Office: 

Millett 387
Office Hours:

Tuesdays & Thursdays

11:00-12:00 & 1:00-2:00

Office Phone:

775-2914

Email:


linda.farmer@wright.edu

Course Description

Survey of late modern and contemporary philosophy through the close study four significant philosophical texts of this period: Immanuel Kant’s Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of Morals, John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism, Sigmund Freud’s Civilization and Its Discontents and B. F. Skinner’s Beyond Freedom & Dignity. The course will be focused on questions such as: What is the nature of morality? When is an act moral or immoral? What makes us act the way we do? Is there such a thing as human nature? Are we free?  

· Texts
Kant, Immanuel. Fundamental Principles of the Metaphysic of Morals. Tr. by T. K. Abbott. Prometheus Books, 1988. 

Mill, John Stuart. Utilitarianism. Prometheus Books, 1987. 

Freud, Sigmund. Civilization and Its Discontents. Tr. By James Strachey. Norton, 1961. 

Skinner, B. F. Beyond Freedom & Dignity. Hackett, 1971. 
Course Requirements (Undergraduate)
Undergraduate students are required to write three argumentative essays as well as regularly participate in class discussions. 

Paper #1 & Paper #2:


The first paper you are required to write is an argumentative essay concerning Kant’s ethics. It must be 3-5 pages long (typed and double-spaced). No actual grade, other than late penalties and, if not submitted, a non-submission grade (=F), will be recorded for this paper. Failing to turn in Paper #1 means failing the course, as Paper #1 is a course requirement. You will be revising and expanding this paper into the second required paper in this course. Please refer to the Paper Instructions handout and the Grading handout for detailed information concerning how to write an argumentative essay and how your paper will be graded.

The second paper you are required to write is a revised and expanded version of your first argumentative essay. It must take into account John Stuart Mill’s ethics, correct the problems encountered in your first paper, and must be 5-7 pages long (typed & double-spaced). It must be handed-in by the due date, otherwise late penalties will apply (regardless of the reason why it was handed-in late). Additionally, any late penalties applied to Paper #1 will be deducted from the grade received on Paper #2. Paper #2 is worth 45% of your final grade. Please refer to the Paper Instructions handout and the Grading handout for more detailed information concerning how to write an argumentative essay and how your paper will be graded.

Both papers must be submitted in paper and electronic format (email or disc). An electronic copy of your paper is necessary because all papers will be checked for plagiarism on turnitin.com. 

Paper #3:


The third paper you are required to write is an argumentative essay concerning an issue addressed or raised by both Freud and Skinner (there are several to choose from). It must take into account the views of both those authors and be 5-7 pages long (typed and double-spaced). It must be handed-in by the due date, otherwise late penalties will apply (regardless of the reason why it was handed-in late). Like the first two papers, Paper #3 must be submitted in both paper and electronic format, as it too will be checked for plagiarism on turnitin.com. Paper #3 is worth 45% of your final grade. Please refer to the Paper Instructions handout and the Grading handout for detailed information concerning how to write an argumentative essay and how your paper will be graded.

Participation:
Regular attendance is a prerequisite of participation, but is by itself not participation and consequently will not by itself guarantee you 10/10 for this course requirement. To receive 10/10, you must regularly come to class, regularly ask questions/answer questions/raise issues/etc. Towards the end of the course you will be asked to fill out a “self-assessment of participation” form which asks you how many classes you missed and how frequently you asked questions/raised issues/etc. Your self-assessment will then be compared with my assessment of your level of participation. Typically, the two assessments either correspond or my assessment is higher than the student’s self-assessment. Should a student’s self-assessment be higher in comparison with my assessment of their participation, a consultation will be set up to determine what the student’s grade for participation should be.

Course Requirements (Graduate)

Students taking this course for graduate credit are required to write two argumentative research essays. 

Paper #1:


The first paper you are required to write is an argumentative research essay concerning the ethics of both Kant & Mill. It must be 7-10 pages long (typed and double-spaced) and utilize at least three substantive secondary sources (i.e., articles or books, not encyclopedia entries, websites and so forth). A bibliography is not required, but full reference information must be included in footnotes or endnotes. Your paper must be submitted in both paper and electronic format (email or disc) as it will be checked for plagiarism on turnitin.com. For information concerning how to write an argumentative essay, refer to the Paper Instructions handout. For the research component of the paper, please consult the professor for more detailed information and advice. For information concerning how your argumentative research essay will be graded, please refer to the Graduate Grading handout. 

Paper #2:


The second paper you are required to write is an argumentative research essay concerning an issue addressed or raised by both Freud and Skinner. The requirements for Paper #2 are otherwise the same as for Paper #1: 7-10 pages long, three substantive secondary sources, full reference information included in footnotes or endnotes, and submitted in both paper and electronic format. 

Grading Scheme

Papers will initially be graded out of 100 points and subsequently translated into the percentage of the final grade each represents. The final grade is calculated by adding the representative percentages of each of the course requirements and translating that numerical grade into a letter grade according to the scheme in the box at left. 
 Paper #1 & #2		         45%


 Paper #3			         45%


 Participation			         10%





A 	90-100% 


B 	80-89% 


C 	70-79%


D 	50-69%  


F 	  0-49% 





 Paper #1		50%


 Paper #2		50%


 








