PHL 301: History of Ancient & Early Medieval Philosophy

Syllabus

Contact Information

Class Times:

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.        



Instructor:   

Professor Linda Farmer 

Office Hours:

Mondays & Wednesdays, 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 





Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

My office is located on the fourth floor of Millett, rm. 400c.


If you cannot make these hours, you can always set up a different time with me, either after class, by phone or by email. You do not need a crisis in order to come see me during my office hours... You can use these times to clarify points you do not understand, to get feedback on your progress, to get additional readings, to talk about the topics of the course in relation to your special interests, or to go over work in progress.   

Office Phone:

775-2914

The best time to reach me by phone is during my office hours. If I am not in my office when you call, please leave me your name, number, and good time to try to reach you.  



Email:


linda.farmer@wright.edu

You are welcome to email me questions, comments and even your papers. As I check my email at least twice a day, you can expect a reply from me within 24 hours.  




Course Description

This course emphasizes the metaphysical and epistemological concepts and arguments elaborated by Western thinkers between the 6th century B.C.E. and the 12th century C.E. Beginning with the reflections of the earliest known Western philosophers and ending with those of Anselm of Canterbury, we will examine the various ways in which a representative range of central figures in this tradition conceived of reality and of the nature, object and limitations of human knowledge. In this way, we will become acquainted with philosophical perspectives such as metaphysical dualism, materialism & idealism; epistemological rationalism, empiricism and skepticism; and with differing theories of truth.

Course Goals

This course has three main objectives: (1) to increase your knowledge and understanding of the history of ideas; (2) to acquaint you with some central issues in philosophy and help you understand why they are important; and (3) to increase your ability to write intelligently and critically. 

Course Requirements

Students are required to write three papers for this course. The first paper is worth 35% of the final grade, the second paper is worth 40% of the final grade, and the third paper ( the fourth hour project for this course ( is worth 25% of the final grade. The grading of students’ papers will be primarily based on content, not on spelling and grammar. 

Each paper must be a minimum of 5 pages long, typed and double-spaced. Each of your papers must be written on a topic cleared by the professor beforehand. Without pre-authorization of your topic, your paper will automatically be given 0%. Each paper must contain a minimum of three references to secondary sources. Your paper should be handed in by the due date. Submitting a paper 1-2 days past the due date will reduce your grade by 10%. Submitting a paper 3-4 days past the due date will reduce your grade by 20%. Submitting a paper 5-6 days past the due date will reduce your grade by 30%. No papers will be accepted more than 6 days past the deadline. Please note that if you submit a revised version of a paper that was submitted late, the penalty will apply to your revised paper grade. 

Students may revise their first two papers. The grading of revised papers will be primarily based on content improvements. Simply correcting the spelling and grammar mistakes you made in your initial paper will not increase your grade. However, neglecting to correct those mistakes will result in a 10% reduction of your revised paper grade. Should your revised paper contain new spelling and grammar mistakes, the grade of your revised paper will be reduced by a maximum of 5%. Revised papers must be submitted with the initial paper. The deadline for submission of a revised paper is one week from when the initial paper is handed back by the professor. The same late penalties apply to revised papers. 

A plagiarized paper, in whole or part, will automatically receive 0%. Students who submit a plagiarized paper will not be given an opportunity to rewrite or revise that paper. 

Please note that these are the course requirements for undergraduate credit. If you are taking this course for graduate credit, please set up an appointment with me at your earliest convenience.

Grading

Each paper is initially graded out of 100 points and subsequently translated into the percentage it represents of the final grade. For example, the first paper is worth 30% of the final grade and, so, a grade out of 30 will appear alongside the grade out of 100. Your final grade will be calculated by adding your paper grades and translating that numerical grade into a letter grade according to the following scheme: 

90-100% = A
  80-89% = B
    65-79% = C
    50-64% = D
     0-49% = F
For example, if Student X got 24/30 on her first paper, 32/40 on her second paper, and 24.9/30 on her third paper, her final grade would be 80.9%, which is a “B”.  

Please note that the grade received for a revised paper replaces the grade of the initial paper, unless it is lower than that received for the initial paper.

Course Texts   

( Plato. Republic. Tr. G. M. A. Grube. 2nd Edition. Hackett: 1992.  

Available at the WSU bookstore. A slightly different translation of this book can be found online at <http://classics.mit.edu/plato/republic.html>.

( Robinson, Timothy A. Aristotle in Outline. Hackett: 1995. 

Available at the WSU bookstore.

( Augustine. Confessions. Tr. By R. S. Pine-Coffin. Penguin Books: 1961. 

Available at the WSU bookstore. A slightly different translation can be found online at <http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/history/

augustine/confessions.html>.  

( Anselm. Monologion and Proslogion With the Replies of Gaunilo and Anselm. 

   Hackett: 1996.  

Available at the WSU bookstore. A slightly different translation of the selections we will be reading can be found online at <http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/anselm.html>.

Please note that all other readings will either be provided by the instructor or be downloadable from the WWW.

