PHL 399: Reasoning and the Law

Syllabus

Winter 2004

Contact Information

Professor:
     Dr. Linda Farmer 


     Office:

     387 Millett 

Office Hours:     Tuesdays & Thursdays,          
     Office Phone:
     775-2914

     1:00-2:00 p.m.
     

     Other days/times by appointment 
     Email:  linda.farmer@wright.edu

Webpage:  
     www.wright.edu/~linda.farmer/


Course Description

Introduction to the elements of reasoning that are of fundamental importance to the study and practice of law. We will examine the nature of statements and arguing; learn how to distinguish and evaluate deductive and inductive arguments; and study various aspects of judicial reasoning, including reasoning from precedent, from statutory rules and from cases. These elements of reasoning will be applied throughout the course. We will also be applying all these reasoning skills in the detailed analysis of two important legal cases. 

Course Materials

Textbook:
Galvin & Savellos. Reasoning and the Law. Wadsworth: 2001. 


Handouts:
Syllabus

Class Schedule

Assignments

Course Requirements & Policies

Students are required to write four exams and three  assignments. 
Exams: 
You are required to write four exams. The first exam is worth 10% of  your final grade and each of the other exams is worth 15% of your final grade. Each exam will be composed entirely of objective questions based on the material covered in the textbook and in class. Exam questions do not test your memory but, rather, your understanding of course material. The length of each exam will be determined by how much material is covered by the exam in question. 

No makeup exams will be given unless all the following conditions are met: (1) the student has a valid reason for missing an exam; (2) the student can substantiate their valid reason; and (3) the student informs the instructor of his/her situation within a reasonable delay. 

Assignments:You are required to write three assignments. The first assignment, worth 10% of your final grade, involves identifying and reconstructing arguments; the second, worth 15% of your final grade, involves identifying, reconstructing and classifying arguments; the third assignment, worth 20% of your final grade, involves analyzing a legal case. Consult the “Assignments” handout for specific instructions and grading criteria.  

Late penalties will be applied to your assignment if it is not turned in by the due date. The grade for your assignment will be reduced by 1 point (out of the possible 10 or 20 points) for each day it is late, including Saturdays and Sundays. An assignment that is more than 4 days late will receive a grade of 0. 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated. If you are unclear about what plagiarism is, please consult the following website: www.utoronto.ca/plagsep.html. A student who plagiarizes any portion of his/her assignment or exam will be given an “F” for the course and the violation will be reported. 

Attendance, while not a course requirement as such, is expected. Failing to attend class regularly will most likely result in a poor final grade.  

Grading

Your final grade will be calculated by translating the numerical sum of your exam grades, assignment grades and your paper grade into a letter grade according to the following scheme: 

Exams:                            55%


Assignment #1:               10%


Assignment #2:               15%


Assignment #3:               20%





A	=	 90-100%


B	=	 80-89%


C	=	 70-79%


D	=	 50-69%


F	=	   0-49%





All the course handouts are available on my webpage.








