PHL 472: Philosophy of Social Science

SYLLABUS

Spring 2003

CONTACT INFORMATION

Professor:
     Dr. Linda Farmer 


     Office:

     387 Millett 

Office Hours:
     Tuesdays & Thursdays, 

     Office Phone:
     775-2914

     1:00-1:45 & 4:00-5:00 p.m.

     

     Other days/times by appointment 
     Email:  linda.farmer@wright.edu

Website:  
     www.wright.edu/~linda.farmer/


Course Description

Philosophy is an unavoidable topic for social scientists because the choices they make in answering questions in their disciplines force them to take sides on issues in philosophy. In this course we will examine some of the philosophical foundations of the social sciences. Some of the topics we will explore include: science and scientific explanation; nature vs nurture; freedom & determinism; self & others; rationality and intelligibility; and relativism & objectivity. 

course materials

Textbook: 
Fay, Brian. Contemporary Philosophy of Social Science: A Multicultural Approach. Blackwell: 1996. 

Study Guides:
Study guides for each of the chapters of the course textbook are available on the instructor’s website.

Lectures:
Each of the instructor’s PowerPoint lectures will be made available on the instructor’s website by 1 p.m. of the day of the lecture in question, if not earlier. 

Course Requirements

Students are required to write four exams for this course. The first exam in the course is worth 20% of your final grade, the second is worth 30%, the third and fourth are each worth 25%. The second exam is worth more than any other exam in the course because it covers the most amount of material.  

Exams are composed entirely of objective questions: true/false and multiple choice. Exam questions do not test your memory but, rather, your understanding of course material. The length of each exam will be determined by how much material is covered by the exam in question, to a maximum of 50 questions. The only exam which is cumulative is the first exam. 

No makeup exams will be given unless the student can substantiate a valid reason for missing the exam in a timely fashion. Each exam is a course requirement. This means that missing an exam without a valid excuse that can be substantiated will result in your failing the course.

Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated. The minimum penalty for cheating on an exam is an automatic ‘F’ for that exam and the instructor reserves the right to fail you for the course.

Attendance is not a course requirement but be warned: even though you will have access to chapter study guides and the instructor’s PowerPoint lectures, it is unlikely that you will do well on any of the exams in this course without attending class regularly. Why? Because the exams do not test your memory but your understanding of course material, and that does not result from memorizing PowerPoint slides.   

Grading

Each exam question is worth one point out of the total number of points for that exam (if the exam has 40 questions, then each question is worth 1 point out of 40). No half points are given for answers which include only a portion of the correct answer. Grades will not be curved. 

The grade you receive on each exam will be converted into its corresponding worth toward your final grade. For example, if the first exam has 40 questions, of which you answered 36 correctly, then your grade of 36/40 would be converted into a grade out of 20 (=18/20) because the first exam is worth 20% of your final grade. 

Your final grade will be calculated by adding your exam grades and translating that numerical grade into a letter grade according to the following scheme: 

Exam #1:  20%


Exam #2:  30%


Exam #3:  25%


Exam #4:  25%





A	=	 90-100%


B	=	 80-89%


C	=	 70-79%


D	=	 50-69%


F	=	   0-49%











