PHL 399: Studies in Selected Subjects

Philosophy of ‘Woman’

Course Syllabus

Fall 2000 

Contact Information

Professor:

Linda Farmer

Office: 

Millett 400c

Office Hours:

Mondays & Wednesdays:
3:30 -  4:30  p.m. 

        

Thursdays:


9:00 - 11:50 a.m.

Other times:


by appointment

Office Phone:

775-2914


Email:


linda.farmer@wright.edu

Course Description

The central aim of this course is to develop your abilities to critically reflect upon and analyze a variety of conceptions of the nature and role of women. The conceptions we will examine will be drawn from a variety of authors in the history of Western philosophy, including Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, Aquinas, Kant, Wollstonecraft, Mill, de Beauvoir, Freud, Lenin, Russell, Eisenstein, Ruddick, and Hoagland. 

Through these readings, handouts, and in-class discussions, you will become acquainted with some of the current philosophical debates and research on gender, as well as with some of the significant contributions of women to the field of philosophy. As the nature and role of women are frequently defined in contrast to the nature and role of men, the course will inevitably engage such topics as sexual difference, sexual orientation, and gender. 

Course Texts

Philosophy of Woman: An Anthology of Classic to Current Concepts. 3rd edition. Edited by Mary Mahowald. Hackett, 1994. (ISBN: 0-87220-261-5)

(Please note that handouts will be distributed in class at various points during the quarter and that all such materials provided by the professor are required reading.)

Course Requirements & Grading

This course requires you to write two papers, three exams, and to participate in class discussions. These requirements will be weighted in the following way:

20%
Paper #1

15%
Exam #1

10%
Participation

25%
Paper #2

15%
Exam #2




15%
Exam #3


Participation will not be based on mere attendance (that is expected) but on the active engagement of the student in class discussions. 

The exams in this course will be predominantly composed of short-answer questions. In addition to short-answer questions, exams may include true/false, multiple-choice, textual analysis, and/or essay questions.    

The grading of students’ papers will be primarily based on content, not on spelling and grammar. Each paper must be philosophical and be at least 5 pages long, typed and double-spaced. Each paper must be written on a topic cleared by the professor beforehand. 

Students may rewrite their first paper (Paper #1). The grade accorded to the rewritten paper will replace the initial grade recorded for that paper. 

Your final grade for this course will be calculated by adding each of the grades received for the requirements of this course (the 3 papers and your participation grade) and translating that numerical grade into a letter grade according to the following scheme: 

                                                                                   For example, if you got 80% on each of the three papers and 7/10 for participation, that means your grades are: 24/30 + 24/30 + 24/30 + 10/15 = 82/100. Your final grade would, then, be a “B”. 

A  = 90-100%


B  = 80-89%


C  = 70-79%


D  = 56-69%


F  =    0-55%
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