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Becoming |
Worldwide

Chinese as a forelon language has become an elective favared by more studants
arcund the globa, Also, the governments of many countries are paying more
altention to Chinese language teaching

By REN XIAOFENG

e s geo, Chiness peaple wouls be very sur-

prised e fnd @ foreigner wie conld speak even

alitthe Chinese. Today, citivens of Bedjing and

Shanghal vegard AL as natking surprising when

e see Tovcianers kbargaining with peddlers in
fluznt Chinese.

Crver the past vear, Connée Chen Das tilken her pae
chilizzn o a Chinese sehoal in Mew Fersew, During the
v nnd hall’ henes of elasses, the childmen simdy e
Clinese Tangusee and cullure, invalving dance, [reining,
oty and sactial o Chies, s Chinese- American, s,
“1weane o Kids (o leam and chevish the cultre of my
Chinese ancestors. I very important for tent fo know
their own raditions and adging” Thers sre abool 260
such sehaols i the state and more ancund the country,

Ao Cancnsian Amevican woman with fhe Chineas
reme Lin XMnya, who weakis in advenising, sal for o
Chinese proficiency test in Mew York last Ociober, She
develaped herinterest in Chiness during a visit 1o Hong
Kong o couple of vears apo, and was fascinated by the
color and wikeaney of Chinese enlure. She smdied
Chiness for several months at the Beijing Lanmage and
Culare University (BLOUD, and gkt herself for
ancther four vears, St hus aonique uoderstanding of the
Largnoe, ancd belicves the picographic characters, o
chifferent from the alpbebetic leners of English, help cul-
Crate ditferent secuons of the beain,

Wermner Gelphae, from Germany, rade up Bis mind e

et i P R L M e ol 3
v E'I.“' SL‘-‘ [0 weeks ﬂ_'ll'm I:I'"'_' "‘m'ﬁ'_m_ ':"DI:!" th Egyedian studentz dizplay their Chinese callioraphy
Shanghai, stinmwdied Feow frosteading s sdde, “Fust written For thee “Chiness Bridge” conlast
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An Indonesisn collegs student pesfarms a
clapper falk in Chinese o 5 Chinese
proficiency  compelition  tor feareign
Aludants

becavss of the language harrier
between the i deiver and me, i
took aver one and half keoes longer
for me 1 reach my destination.” he
aoud. Later, he became 0 member of
the Clinese Languagze
Communivations Club, which was
crented for foweigners living in
China, Mow, B can communicate
his fdens with lecal residents in s
ple Chinese,

“Chinese language 1eaching s
growing  worldwide,” said  Yan
Blidbzua, head of the office of the
leading pane! of the Watonal Oflios
tor Teeching Chinese as g Foreipn
Langunge (MOCFL),

In recent vears, in both the
Chinese mamland wod arcend the
workl, Chinese Tgoage sndy has
hoeated up. Chinese has  become

L

merzazingly poplar among foreizners as Ching hes fighlenad is es witk:
the istemational comomunity and enhanced it Positian i mkernationl
allairs, fellowing its accession o the WTEY and success in bosting the
Pofarmal Suranit of the Asia Pacitic Feonomic Covperation and U b
o hesting the 2008 Olympic Sames and the 2000 World s i
Shanghai, :

Belawe than 2,100 colleres and nniversitics in 85 COLTIES, AN Tumer-
cus high and primecy schools and nongovernmental instintions in
Ching’s neighboring countres. have cpsed Chinese langnage closaes
with & ceambined eaalliment of ey 30 millien students, Ching ha mih-
lished Chinese eaching texthooks for leamers speaking 18 dillerent lan
guages Letal sales in 2000 seached 200,000 copies, with reverme of mom
a5 million woan or SE00,000.

I the moinland, more than 300 uncversities and oolleges have ses up
Chinese langnage twaching instimtes and ceners (o foreigners, with a
ot fecolty of 50000 Between 1907 and 2007, the memland enredled
ALY foreign stadents sudying the Chinese lnguage, The mumber Biy
GOV in 2002 up almost 10 percent over the previons vear. Majors hase
expanded from conses such as Chinese and taditional Chinese medicine
e serenee wpl technolegy, sooncimics, managsment, s angd other sobe
Fects, This hos created & tend of foreien soadens stucying other disei-
plines in adidition o Chinese,

Most foreign students studving Chinese nsed to come from Fast anel
seitheast Asta, including Tapan, the RO Malawsia, Thailand and Vies
P, a5 povernments of these countries have atiched Ereler inpontanc:
o Chinese language study, The sination is changing, however, as a nom
beraf countrics in Menh Americn and Europe are alse paying mars aen-
tion the langunme,

Acuending o dam provided by the Sevense Technetagy Dailv, over

T

Eovernor of Jura Canlen, Seitzesland, and his daughter, He has docided 10 resign
and Lake his farily to Baijing to study Chinese, his lerg-charishad draam
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T colleges and universities in the United
Sbates, or ronghly 20 percent of the nation's
totel, bave stamed Chiness langoags classes,
Cowdthy roore than 100 havieg s20 up Chinese
departments, More than 20 secomiory and pri-
ey schoels offer Chioese classes, inoaddition
te 800 weekend Chinese scheols. Owver
LOCLO00 secondary and primary school sto-
dents in the United States are studving
Chinese, amd the number of students stodyving
Chinzse has increased faster than any other
foreign languages,

On July 21, Tast year, the Times newspaper
repormed . et the Bransh Government had
requested all primary schools in Britsin to
offer Chiness classes, and had allocoied funds
ler mors than TO0 primary schaols 1o support
the program. The Rritish Governmenl's deci-
sion stemmed from the understandinge that the
Chinese economy, with an anooad growth rate
of 7.percent, will greary enhasoe ils plobal
positon in the futnre, The seport said in 2001
there were around 5,600 Brtsh cecomdary
school students studving the Chinese lan-
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These Ukrainian
students majar in
Chinese language,
which is gaining

- popularity there
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gunge, moestly from families of Chiness origin,
The British Government is encouraging o
stidents o sudy Chinese, hoping o donble
the number of learners in the next theee vears,
Iv alz plans o incresse the momber of secs
ondery schiools teeching Chinese fram the pre-
sent 40 1o more than 200 in the nexe five years,
Britsh diplomuts stutioned in Ching have been
Teakos Tor qualified Chinese teachers for the
Chinese 1eaching program in Britain, :
To meet worldwide growing demands 1o
learmn Chinese, the NOCFL leading panel has
adopred vamous measures o support Chinese
teachers abroad. Acconding e the NOHCFL, in
the coming wear, it will edic and publist
Chinese tesching materials in such major for-
eign languages ncluding English, French,
German,  Ruossian,  Foresn,  Japanese,
Indonesian, Spanish and Arabic. It is planning
to el up Chiness weaching centers in caunbies
with aviilable conditions o provide various
inds of resources for leamers. Trowill also
apply up-le-dete ressarch reanlts in language
reaching and testng o the improvement of the

”
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exuminakion mixdels, Meanwhile, it will firther dz=velop
internetional pooperstion in long -distarce aducuton in a bid
to promote distance learning and e modetndzetion of
Chines= language teaching.

Th= NOCEL decided to sat up 10 Chinese teaching basss
in Chine in ths pext five years with the alm of promoting
Chinese teaching apd establishing & batch of prestigens
insimtons of Chipese learning through the demonsimtion
role plaved by these beses. Fowr such instituiens—BLCT,
Fudan Univemsity, Beijing Normal University and Peking
Ulniversity—were approved Jast year o bemma the first

. greup of maching bases in the connry-

Last vedr, the NOCFL teacding panel sponsored the fisst
Chinese Proficiency Competiion for Foreign College
Studants, entifed “Chinese Brdge,” atoactng students
fromy 21 counmies, Including the United States, Britain,
France, Gemnany, Russia, Japon, the ROK, Singapor,
Australip and Egvpt, The winners were awatded the tifle of
Chinegs Langnage Messenper and & scholarshlp fer smdy-
ing in China An official of the organization analoglzed dhus
aetivity 4 “Chiness language Olyropics.”

Last Cutaber, the Ministrv of Educacon of the Peopla’s
Republic of Chma and the Depurtmend of Eduration of the
Urnited States signed a memctindium o imderstanding oo an
Tnternet cooperative lenguage eoching pooject, one of the
moet substanoal cooperstive poojects undertaken by the byvo
sidey incs the satshlishinent of Sino-T18, diplomatic reln-
tms. The praject will develnp a tirat-rate online English and
Chinese teaching und Jeaming system thraugh cooperation

~berazen Chinese. and American experts. hy applying . 0

Intermet, multilmedis, simolaren and other advanced tech-
nologizs, It will prosdde uselul respurces for Amercan high
schog students 10 legn Chinese aod fur Chiness madkdle
schoal students to learn English,

In Jume 20002, Valurne I of the Mo Pracficel Chinese,
joindy edited by China and (Cavada, was prillishes].
Beanwhile, the NOCFL and Canadians involved i Chinese
epching establishel the All-Chnada Chincse Languags
Tagching Azsocialivn. In September, thres leading universi-
fies in Catada, Tommola University, Hrtish Columbia
Umiversity and MeGill Universily, bepun wsing this set of
ieeching mawerials, In the French-spesking  (Juebec
Province, the French version of the wextbook were adopoed.
The teurhinge matedials are favored by Clinese teacliers in
Canfla, whe regurd it as an exeenplany paitem for the new
medel of Chinese lunrasge teeching. Maclong ater diz pul-
lication of e wxdbook, mlevuant mstitnbions in Britain,
Zpain and othet comries also enlecsd into coopereton with
WOCFL to compile Chinese reaching maleriabs suited o
theit respectve cnnditions. "
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By the end of 2002, a total
of 540,000 people fram
around the world had
participated In the Chinese
Proficlency Test

By REMN WAOFENG

n Decampar 24, 2002, zome

4,600 people of different nadon-

alitie:  afteoded the Chinese

Proficiensy  Test, knaowi as

Karvu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK) at ths

Bejjing Lanpuage und Culture University
BLLT.

The H5K is 3 state-leyel standardized

tesr dedpned wr menso the Chinese len-

 guage profickerey of soodatve speakers,

including foreigoers, ocversems Chinese
and students from Chinese athnic minod -
Ges. Tt i3 ariracting teare and there foteigh
examinees. Sparred an by Chine's ¥ T0
eniry, the mwrnber of people purticipating |
in the HSK worldivide reached an all-
Hme hiph io 2002,

Accoeding to the directir of the HEE: 2

" Cemter af BECT, hearly T44,000 people

ook e HSK in ELﬂluvﬂdﬂD!}Dnm
thiass in 2001, People from e Bepoblic of
Forea (ROE) formed the largest zronp of
torsign HSK test takers, followed by
Tagsacl, the Timced Slatts. Germemy and

. Italy.

Rezularly held =ach year in Chins and

. uversess, (be HEK debuted in Bedjing in

1988, It began to he held cverseas ona
mial basis in 1991 and wes formally des-
Tgnated as a standerchized test at the smte
lewel the folloredng wear The HIE has
deveiped into a comprehensive tosing
svstern cotuprising three levels of tests:
the HEK Basic, H3K Elemenrary-
Intermediate. and e HEK Acvaneed.
Suczesslul exiarminess are gruoted the cue-
responding HAK sertificares,

‘The finit HSK exom, held in 1983,
atwacted cily 4 [ew JdoZen exeminess,
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A Sought-After

Stepping-Stone

These Kazakh coflege students are practicing Chinese songs

said the direcien. Bven inte the eardy 1990, the mimher of examinees
merely opped 200 each year. Ten vears later, hawever, the member has
incrensed at an annual rate of about 50 percent, a simation similar to e
LLE, Educational Testing Servics's TOEFL test in i first 11 WL,

The rezoms Tt people padcipate in the HSE ane changiog, accord-
g o the direstor, A center survey shows thar st ey cxammingss took
the HSK o qualify for Chinese universities and colleges, Today, people
Lulling it this greup acconnt for only 13 percent of the ol HSK exam-
inees. Those whe hope 1 find @ 5eb in Ching make up 35 pereent, and the
rerning S0 peccent just want w know their Chinese proficiency level,

The director 2ated that Ching's sustained sconomic arowth ig belbingd
the shacp merease in the nomber of FSK examinees in 2002, Tn spite of
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global econemic receasion, 1he Chinese
goonemy has maintained steady rronh,
which has lored many foreigners 1o seok
development apportunities in China,
China's WO membership: provides mar
ket aocess for more [reiam husinesses, so
the Chinese language is becoming
increasingly imponant, As there are now
o then &0 million nonnative Chinese
brners arcitol e world, |I]|:~.'x|u:n_|1-:|' ol
HAI taliers will continee o incresse in
Le coming wa wenrs, the divestor pre
dicis,

T date, aver 400 o fhe world's GTH
SO0 conglomerale: have nvested in
China, and an incressing number of
multnaticaals are considering estohlizh-
ing thewr regional hesdgquamers in (he
rozinlind.

Recmamized by the educaconal insting-

cozens-ef moe aod mere conniies wnd .

ncreising number of internatical com-
penies, FISK cemification has beoome an
bnportant credentdal for many forcizn
iobsesiers, It in reported that the ROK
Croverniment fis made a foredgn lenguags
cerhilcation, =ucl as the HSE, TOEFEL
and [ELTS qualifications, o prerequisiie
Tor pablic servants, and Koreans secking
jods in ROK companies in China, mwst
poquire a cenwin level of THEK qualifica-
Lic,

By the end of last vear, S40,000 pec-
ple from over 120 coanries had tleen the
HEEK. S0 far, HRK exam vennes have
Besn ser oo an 27 Chinese cities sl
regions, ircluding 44 in Hong Eong nd
Mecan, and newrly & venves have been
opensd in Z7 other counnies, including
Tapan, the RO, Singapors, Canada aod

& Llnined Seaties, =
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ABOUT THE CHINESE PROFICIENCY TEST (HSK) :

-

1. HEK Lewveais

® FZ5 Basic i epprognate 100 beginners 7 Chinesa.
wieer hiawvs atained a Gasiz level in Chinese proficiency.
i, wo heve izien 100-500 regular-hos s o nose s
Chinaza oo ses, ’

# HEK Egneniary-Intemediate applios b Chinesa
marers why ~ave atta’cad en elsmenkay o inlermadiata
lena! i Chinsse praficascy, Lo, whic hawva taksn 400-
2,000 regular hours of reqdem Shiness courzses.

» H3K Advanced s desipned for those whe & prof -

Liant in Chinese, e, who heve 1Bken. 5,000 reoular h:mrs
- e af moderr Chinese cousses.

4. HEK Gia-rtlm:utlnn
© The FEK Genlfcatn sErvis three ,.L'pcaaa _-_
11 Tar gartify that t& holder: his nhitainad the mdquired

Chirgse profidency 1o onler i sodlsga oruniversily in

China s an unde-gaad.ate o graduats sfudent;

2y To certiy that the ho'cer can be exenpt o ke &
=g eernaln Chinesg courses -:Iepen-:lng an dhe Ir_:l.-'r_-:l uf S

cerbifizaban; and . . TR Ll
a0 T Geoes as a retarerae o I..F‘l cidaies & '~|:I3-|ng for’

|:-|:|" ting ke r&:-..lrE a8 carta 7 ool J‘l I:Itunas.: “-:n':nn- B

h.“""'lf"_,l
3. Supervielon end Eertlru:nh: Issu-a Aulhurrtles
‘Thi Sate Gomnmizsiad Tod Chinese F'rnfcn-n.::..l ‘n‘asw
supenises the BEH. The Cllice of the Stata Commissicn

for Shinese Proficisncy Tests and tha HS« Cantaral £ 7
- BLCU take charzs of "F:r'l: iz mEters in = a‘l’.-" b1 W -_
CHSK. A

4, Registration i SR I
(1 Tasegmter, on appleant is re"ul*-?n:l L subin .1-.-..1._
ACEADrm o t.:-lux withour haa’lwur anrl a ,,u;,hjrg G
ipasafe 1l &F res ANy |::EIT“1I':-
21 The applizant ghall pay rn-;jm r.dn:ln and t-:shr'g
led, Tha rade for thoss faking b HER N China & =8 f-:*l-
lowes; 200 yuan. including o 70 vuan regisiration lee; I-c;.r

the H3X Bas o 260 vuarn, including & 70 vean rn{-|$| -'|_ itr i
lea, 7or the HEK Eenoenny:nemesiate; and 400 yuan, 0
.. reluding.a 150 yoan regisiraficn and peoer grading loe,

‘orihe HEK Advanoed, Faas ‘or thoss tekirg lhe HE5K

cBrseas and fo-silidania Trom Chinesa ol e minc-ties "

‘shalibe debermnired by relevant exad wennas, Meithar .
e ranisirafion fzes, includ = p:-:“,la,-kc-: o ke Esting:
lerezss will o2 paiunecar! L~ dher ::.urg,r circlmstances, 17 “hi
s that bre applicast is ungible 1o alend the Test an
fime dua ta & diffcull siluatcn beyond the sosican™s
contl,-he aoaicant shal' submic = staement i e
@NEM VENUe in advince, The spplican: TIAY Mesarg
anotre charan for B st with hiz or her staiement
sgnad of soaled by the exam venue, Al The nesxt tast, te
applizant s sxemps frem ha esting fee, bt must pay 1h9
“regtistration foa

13 Mor='ooal soolicants may registe- by mail. The

applicant gmous serd a cogy ol lw identficasion paper, 2

s shall s

: ra-::-:fdlng e aampl% ligtrnini _Ir_::_" e

ragarng wih the applizant's narre . gender, nalionalily,
cliale af bidh 270 addmazss, and fwee 30040700 phalos
without meadwaar bz the axae venue by registanad mail
£l least one wess belsee g registralion deacling.
Regiatration an lostiog fses shou'd also be mailed 1o

Thie @xam vonue, Me Mgisiration may o made iy

sicn, For thoss woo rsostar by rea |, adnission Lok
5 collected in persan al the gxarn venoas,

[y Exam venuss E:m issun geknission licks1z and
An HSH T=at—'|-=r:9rq Handl.l,:-a-c e bosa who ha'.-'= rag- ",
iemerac. Examinges shill raport to the tazting “com o
“accceding 1o ihe 1IITE ard |:I|ED= w*-t:*' ol e 'i-._“:"r'u._.- o
.~"-_-|" jILHE:‘I L 3 _._:; -:‘ P P A

"B, F'req:-nratlc-n fnr I:he I-LE'.H: LA

'[x K5k gime at sdssisg 1t -:} c::t:._:.nunaes g 2Pe :aj':
c:-rlpal:ancj.' 1 [ Chmr"m Iun;;u_q;u. 52 it is Aot besed

H N E iy :-rl’ular 1F!-= MiCkK -::-' G s, sand BHENII‘IBB‘ i
: .nae::l Aot ratar Ly i 'rI||:., L ta:-:l:ba'u: in praparl" o

R o e e T an:h::uragan:l b read the w0
CHEK L -:-3 carafyly o e tha Taqulre_a..f o "¢-=th |::"'|:]-_ ;
i ‘“:-:,:.r Forr En.uh vl af - ha HSH arc the r'r'u_.lhu.j if

"'IL- feir Tna H:-I-':' I:.,lu:lva E'.'EIE“‘--P boir (£ "r‘“h.-_l,S.a ar .-_|J|

; . ATALES, -::-:n '~|na'=r- |ntr1:-:lu-:1h:-n o the FHEW, ,,_L-1-||_:.Ia

g [oE rapars Bnd SEVE, ‘and ‘a qu.-a*;.- ol l.-'-:_.n:_._._.ular!,r
wovered in ﬂ"e HSE{ .ﬁ.’n::mpanm:i qm:,,,eqte I:.a.pe i

-

B Enhedule tar HSK: qu'l: oy A e
S Ehine: Th: h'“-{ B 1Bt is |'IB|:| in Maf Jul Eeln

EnJ Dedariber witch year HSK Elarrantans ;

Inl:e*mr“i-.ﬁ'n s Hﬂg’ and .Iul,-. and HSH.’ meanr'ml s

'|r PeaN T o e e e T

Cl'-'El‘.ﬁcus. The q,.hlal:lulva '1'|E|~,r I:ue .Jah?nr r'||"r_l TR

*u‘atuuﬂhn»a "-'.'Iﬂ" aﬁu:d:l {n:untr g “‘|. eculu -;:::l|1"‘1|;:|n5 Tha £

“ Fral "'.-'.'.'Il'lg dma.ia r&"nmrﬂarmhlp %a urﬂaq.' ol fha third ;-
'.,\Eelc v h1=rrh.,hla'-.' and ‘:th*n ey ugu,l- ?aa an::l_ e
Emurda,-' of tra Tas '.im kil mtJNr kL
vk Tealfng Tir'm! P s
SThe HER testizg llrl a5 .-_LTanged asf oin! L35 ¢
mlnuhm BT HE—K Bisin ard 145 '1'||nu|:e-3 far i -
HEK. Elery critany:| “ermedis ta test. moth et
Ereaks; and 1-3!3 minutds “or the HSK .ﬁ.rluam,q,u kst
wilh i, 1C minlte Eragk 5115r 1he writlen Ir":_,l
B Ad'.rlsury' Servlpe y
Office o the Siale t”‘:ur Tigssion nr ._.hmase'.

'F'r:d'cl—’cy Taste

Add: 15 ¥oeyvuas L, Im-:]mn DIE-‘I:-'IGT EB|_|II‘|._.| Chita
Posteode: 100083
Tel: 8- 1D-'C~’-'5¢EI3’E BESDE“'.:A.—:
Fay: AF-10.52203000
Ermail; HSK2 @ o, . Eidu on, HEW 18 e, r'|_1|_| an
Waksite; moipitavw nsk.org.cn
Fzos e bl e
HS K informeticn aarvice telephone:
E5-10-BE2RE-555TH
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