Dr. Gulas


Student Rights and Responsibilities Guide 
You are paying for an education.  You have a right to receive one.  However, buying an education is not like buying a car.  An education is more like an exercise program.  In order to benefit you must be an active participant.  A higher education in particular is a cooperative effort between the student, the faculty member, and the other students in the classroom.  All must cooperate in order for the educational process to work.  Therefore, each participant has rights and responsibilities in the educational process.

Rights

You have the right to a rigorous course.
Learning can be fun but learning is often hard work.  To continue with the exercise analogy presented earlier, you can increase your level of fitness by playing games such as tennis or basketball.  However, if you are serious about fitness you must supplement these games with other forms of exercise.  Indeed, if you are serious about the games themselves you must exercise.  You will learn more from a course that demands much from you than you will from a class that demands little.

You have the right to constructive criticism. 

If every student receives an “A” on every assignment, they have all been shortchanged.  Unconditional positive reinforcement creates a false sense of reality.  Every movie is not “outstanding,” every product is not “exceptional,” every meal is not “extraordinary.”  These are the adjectives that describe the grade of “A.”  There is a range of quality with any product, including student work.  Student work that is exemplary should be noted as such.  Similarly, student work that is good (B), average (C), below average (D), or seriously deficient (F) should be identified as such to provide students with necessary feedback for corrective actions.
You have the right to an environment that is conducive to learning.

The learning environment is created by the instructor and the students in the class.  The instructor will treat you with courtesy and respect and you are expected to treat the instructor and the other members of the class with courtesy and respect (see below).
Responsibilities
It is your responsibility to treat classmates with respect and courtesy.
Classes have scheduled beginning and ending times.  Arriving late to class or leaving early creates a distraction.  These distractions are particularly problematic if guest speakers are present, or if students are making presentations.  There are of course unavoidable situations that can cause occasional late arrivals or require early departures.  But no student should be habitually late, nor should any student make early class departure a habit.  If you have a medical condition that makes it difficult or impossible for you to remain in the classroom for two hours at a time please inform the instructor.  Class sessions scheduled for more than two hours will incorporate a break.  Other than the class break, there should be no occasion for a student to leave and return during the class period.  
Except in extraordinary circumstances (e.g. a job that requires you to be on call, a seriously ill relative, etc.) cell phones should be TURNED OFF during class, not set to vibrate, but turned OFF.  Text messaging, web surfing, listening to music, making or receiving phone calls, watching iPod videos, etc. during class are all activities that can be distracting to those around you and are inappropriate classroom behaviors.  
If you are working with a team you should attend all team meetings and perform your role within the team to the best of your ability.  If you choose to drop the class, after you have joined a team, it is your responsibility to inform your teammates of your decision immediately.
It is your responsibility to attend class regularly, read all assigned material, and complete assignments on time.
If you are a varsity athlete on a Wright State University team and you miss class due to team travel, or you are required to be absent due to travel requirements to participate in the Society for the Advancement of Management National Student Case Competition, the National Ethics Bowl Competition, or similar university sponsored activities, a good-faith effort will be made to allow you to make up missed material.  In general, however, you are expected to attend every class meeting and read all assigned material at the time it is assigned.  Not only will this maximize your learning, it will aid in creating a positive learning environment for the class.  Students who have read the assignments are better prepared to engage in class discussion which enhances everyone’s opportunity to learn.  If you are an active, engaged member of the class you are also more able to make a contribution to group projects.
If you need to miss a class due to illness or some other reason it is your responsibility to get notes from missed classes from a classmate.  

It is your responsibility to contact the instructor as soon as possible regarding problems with a teammate or other difficulties regarding the class.

Typically problems regarding members of a student team can be resolved during the quarter if the instructor is informed.  However, once the team project is completed it is impossible to take remedial action to address a problem.  Similarly, other course problems can be addressed if the instructor is informed early in the quarter.

It is your responsibility to behave ethically.

As a part of a team you owe the team your best effort.  It is unethical to “coast” while other members of the team do the work.  It is unethical to submit the work of others as your own.  Do not plagiarize, do not cheat on exams.
Conclusion
Learning and practicing professional standards of behavior will benefit you in your career.  An employee who is consistently late to meetings, who sends text messages to friends while in meetings, who fails to submit projects on time, who is disrespectful of coworkers, who rides on the efforts of others, who produces substandard work, will have very limited career opportunities.
You must take an active role in the learning process.  This means in addition to classroom activities you should take advantage of external learning opportunities when possible.  Participate in professional organizations such as the Wright State Marketing Club, the Dayton Ad Club, and the American Marketing Association.  You should attend speeches given by business and economic leaders.  You should participate in internships and read business publications such as the Wall Street Journal, Business Week, Forbes, and Business 2.0.  You should stay generally informed about current events by watching the news and/or by visiting news websites such as foxnews.com and cnn.com.  By doing these activities you will enhance your learning and enhance the overall learning environment of the classroom.  You cannot get fit simply by joining a gym.  You need to work at getting fit.  You cannot get an education simply by “taking” a course.  You need to put something into it.
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