Strombeck/ENG 420/Critical Article Summary Assignment 

Throughout the course, we will turn to some outside authorities for inspiration, critical concepts, interpretive frameworks, and historical context for our ideas. You will each be assigned on article, which you will read carefully, summarize, and then, in groups, prepare for course discussion. 

For your first written assignment, you need to summarize the article that has been assigned to you:
· Richard Slotkin, “Aristocracy of Violence”

· Michael S. Kimmel, “Born to Run”

· Norman Mailer, “The White Negro”

· Rachel Adams, “Hipsters and Jipitecas”

· Lily Phillips, “Blue Jeans, Black Leather Jackets, and a Sneer”

All of these articles are available through the Library Course Reserves for this course—accessible with the password “outlaw.”
This should be a comprehensive summary. Your paper should begin with a major statement about the article’s central point and then recount the article’s argument, covering all major points in enough detail to sufficiently explain the critic’s argument. You should explain any difficult terms, and explain the evidence that the writer offers for her argument. Your job is to communicate the important points of the argument, with an eye towards topics that have come up in class before. You will research the article and provide your classmates with a sense of the article’s ideas. Your goal is bring material from the article into course, share critical ideas with fellow-students, show how articles enhance, critique, add new ideas to existing discussions.

Here is a possible way to set up the summary. You do not have to follow this organization; I include it only as a suggestion:
· 2-3 paragraph overall summary

· 1-2 paragraphs describing 2-3 critical terms

· 1-2 paragraphs presenting interesting background facts from the article
· 3-4 paragraphs that explain significant passages from the article
· A conclusion that offers an overall summary of the article

This assignment is not meant to be your critical views on the article or on questions from the course. It is meant to be a critical summary of an article. Such summarizing is a useful skill for later research. 
Your audience for this summary is the other students in the course. These students will read your summary in preparation for an in-class discussion of the article, to be run by you and your group members.
Begin by carefully reading the article to be summarized. You should read it at least twice before writing. Be sure that you have a good understanding of the article to be summarized. If there are parts you don’t understand, please pose these questions in class, over email, or in office hours.

· Make sure that your paper conforms to MLA standards. Use the template on the course web site as a model. (A note on MLA format and Word 2007. Word 2007 uses a default font that is small and unreadable. Convert your paper to Times 12 point before handing it in.) Be sure to document all borrowed material using MLA documentation and parenthetical citation rules. 
· You may also bring your rough drafts to me for comment.

· Your article should begin with a one-paragraph introduction that introduces the author, title, and genre of the piece being summarized. Your introduction should end with a clear thesis statement. The thesis statement should be phrased as a comprehensive statement regarding the critical article.

· Make sure each paragraph refers explicitly to the article. Make sure each paragraph refers explicitly to the thesis.

· Except when quoting, your language should be different than that of the critic you are summarizing. Do not simply copy phrases from the article. Summarize the article in your own words.

· Your conclusion paragraph should restate the thesis in new, more specific language. It should summarize the evidence, and shed new light on the value of your summary. It should not introduce new information.

· Proofread carefully.
I will grade this assignment on the following criteria:

· Thoroughness: Have you covered the ideas you presented in a way that allows your readers to thoroughly understand these ideas? You do not have to cover every single idea from the article, but the ideas you do present should be covered in detail.

· Clarity: Can a reader that’s not familiar with the article understand your ideas? Do you provide and explain examples, paraphrases, and quotations to support your ideas?

· Organization: Can your readers follow your ideas from start to finish?

· Usefulness to other students: Have you directed the essay to its audience? Have you chosen ideas that are useful to the course themes?

· Mechanics/Grammar: Is your paper generally free of grammatical and typographical errors? Have you followed MLA format?
Length: Between 750-1250 words (apx. 3-5 pages).

Due: Tuesday, January 20. Emailed copy due before the start of class.
