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The School of Professional Psychology celebrated its 30th an-
niversary of the school and its 20th anniversary of the commu-
nity-based teaching facility and clinic, the Duke E. Ellis Human 
Development Institute. These two milestones were recognized 
at the SOPP’s first ever Black Tie Gala at the Schuster Cen-
ter’s Winter Garden. Indeed, this was a wonderful way to rec-
ognize the rich SOPP history, sharing with many guests from 
the community what we have to offer and at the same time 
gathering with the intention of raising funds for SOPP student 
scholarships.  
 
In attendance among several hundred distinguished guests, 
were Dayton’s Mayor Rhine McLin, Ohio state representa-
tives, University President Dr. David Hopkins, Provost, Dr. 
Steve Engle, along with prominent citizens of the Miami Valley 
community and many of our current graduate students and 
alumni.  In the week that followed the Gala, plans were put in 
place to host an annual event with the common goal to raise 
funds for need-based student scholarships every year. See 
pages 10 and 11 for more Gala photos. 
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Dr. David Downing, co-authored a book Object-
relations and self-psychology: A user friendly primer. 
Published by University of Indianapolis Press. 

Dr. Rose Mary Shaw, presented Ohio women in psy-
chology: A reflection of excellence at the 2009 Ohio Psy-
chological Association Annual Convention in Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Class of 1985 

Class of 1988 

Dr. Mary Ann Kraus facilitated a 23 day residential 
conflict resolution program at Seeds of Peace Camp 
(seedsofpeace.org) for community leaders from Egypt, 
Israel, Palestine and Jordan during the summers of 
2008 & 2009. Watch the you tube at: http://
www.youtube.com/watch?

Class of 2004 

Class of 1982 

Dr. Debra Sowald,  co-presented First Women: 
Women Psychologists Who Broke Barriers in Ohio 
along with Drs. McPherson and McDaniels Wilson at 
the 2009 Ohio Psychological Association Annual 
Convention in Columbus, Ohio. 

Class of 2005 

Dr. Richard Sears, co-presented Mindfulness for Be-
ginners at the 2009 Ohio Psychological Association 
Annual Convention in Columbus, Ohio. 

Dr. Robert Stinson presented WAIS-IV Training at the 
2009 Ohio Psychological Association Annual Convention 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

Class of 1986 

Dr. LaMaurice Gardner  served on a committee that 
revised the International Association of Chief’s of Po-
lice Psychological Services Section Officer-Involved 
Shooting Guidelines (OIS). The OIS guidelines are ap-
plied nationally to local, state and federal law enforce-
ment agencies.  

Class of 1999 

Dr. Kim Finney  passed her oral exam for board certi-
fication and earned her ABPP. 

Class of 1999 

Class of 1994 

Dr. Tony D’Souza has co-authored a retreat book : 
Discovering Awareness. More information on his book 
can be found at www.broadbandliving.org. He in now 
head of 235 Jesuits in the province of Bombay  

Class of 2003 

Dr. Brian Ramirez completed training as a psychiatric 
nurse practitioner receiving a Master of Science in Nurs-
ing (MSN) from Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN. 
Dr. Ramirez is board certified by the American Nurse 
Credentialing Center as a Family Psychiatric-Mental 
Health Nurse Practitioner. He is in full time practice spe-
cializing in the integration of psychotherapy and psy-
chopharmacology and serves a faculty with the Southern 
Arizona Psychology Internship Consortium in Tucson 
AR. 

Dr. Michelle Kane (Lutton) was appointed Clinical As-
sociate Professor at the University of North Carolina 
School of Medicine. Dr. Kane remains director of Behav-
ioral Medicine Curriculum at the Moses Cone Family 
Medicine Residency Program in Greensboro, NC.  

Class of 1997 

Class of 1986 
Dr. Christine Gray, was named the psychologist of 
the year by the Maine Psychologist Association. Dr. 
Gray has been involved with the MePA for ten years 
and serves on the ethics committee, and serves as chair 
of the continuing education committee and bylaws 
committee. Dr. Gray works in private practice as a 
health psychologist specializing in pain management. 

where they run educational institutions like college, insti-
tuted, schools, etc. 
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Pictured back row left to right: 
Drs. Aparna Zimmerman,, Sneha Desai, Jayita Datta, Kyana Jackson, Missole Cadet-Patterson, Theo-
dore Nnaji, Alison Ward, Andrew Shelley, Rebecca Smolak, Janette Rodriquez-Varela, Marium Zafar 
 

Pictured front row left to right: 
Drs. Jacqueline Armstrong, Kathryn Beyl-Rollin, A. J. Scott Orth, Rocky Liesman, Laruen Cimperman, 
Nathan Bidlack, Amanda Tekinceer, Brandon Kozar, Kevin Hurley. Bridget Gerber (not pictured) 
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Class of 2008 

Dr. Erin Williams published her dissertation Ex-
periences of Parents of Children with Congenital 
Limb Differences With Health Care Providers: A 
Qualitative Study. 

Class of 2009 

Dr. Rocky Liesman is publishing a chapter from his 
dissertation, Bullying of children with developmental 
disabilities: An ecological approach to research and 
program development. 

Dr. Robert Denten, co-presented Mindfulness for Be-
ginners at the 2009 Ohio Psychological Association 
Annual Convention in Columbus, Ohio. 

Class of 2007 Class of 2008 

Dr. Adia McClellan-Winfrey has published her 
first newsletter ‘The H.Y.P.E.’  - using hip-hop as a 
vehicle to education, heal and empower today’s 
youth. Visit www.letsgethype.com.  



School of Professional Psychology Celebrates its Thirty-First Convocation 

The Dean’s Award went to Dr. Lauren Cimperman . This award recognizes the student who best demonstrates those 
exemplary personal and professional qualities that are in the finest traditions of the science of professional psychology. 
 
The Excellence in the General Practice of Psychology went to Dr. Janette Rodriguez-Varela. This award recog-
nizes the student who best represents the SOPP’s ideal of responsible, competent general practice in psychology. 
 
The E. Scott Redman Community Service Award went to Dr. Jayita Datta. This award recognizes the student who 
excels in community service beyond that required in practica and other curricular activities. The award was initiated in 
honor of Dr. Scott Redman a 1984 graduate who passed away in 1986. 
 
The Teaching Excellence Award went to Drs. Julie Williams and Daniela Burnworth. This award recognizes the 
member or members of the teaching faculty selected by the members of the graduating class for his/her commitment to 
teaching excellence. 
 
The Omintha R. Petrie Award went to Ms. Kimberly Hudson This award recognizes the member or members of the 
SOPP community who advocates within the school and or university community for a more caring and respectful envi-
ronment in matters of diversity, and provides leadership and commitment in the cause of diversity within SOPP. 
 
The Diversity Dissertation Award went to Dr. Rocky Liesman. This award was established by the SOPP Diversity 
Inclusion Committee to recognize outstanding scholarly dissertation work in the broad area of multicultural applica-
tions in professional psychology and diversity/inclusion issues. 
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Brittany Bak, Fairview Park, Oh 
Brigitte Beale, Cleveland, Oh 
Lavonna Connell, Houston, TX 
Shalagh Frantz, Akron, Oh 
Lauren Fultz, Cleveland, Oh 
Ashley Funk, Wauseon, Oh 
Hannah Gammon, Parma, Oh 
Kacey Greening, Chillicothe, Oh 
Benjamin Hendrikson, Poland, Oh 
Celeste Hollis, Savannah, GA 
Che Hurt, Dayton, Oh 
Scott Magnuson, Columbus, Oh 
Megan Nichols, Chillicothe, Oh

Nicole Ober, Cincinnati, Oh 
Whitney Pierce, Muskogee, Ok 
Lewis Pulley, Chesapeake, VA 
Ann Reagan, Syracuse, NY 
Sarah Mac Rotsinger, Vanwert, Oh 
Kimberly Sommers, Bexley, Oh 
Rosie Staal, Cincinnati, Oh 
Michelle Stoyell, Quito- Ecuador 
Chase Strieker, Monroe, Oh 
Amber Thornton, Dayton, Oh 
Oleg Turayev, Bloomburg, PA 
Tyler Valentine, Cambridge, Oh 
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FACULTY, STAFF AND STUDENT UPDATES  
�������

SOPP PRESENCE AT THE 2009 AMERICAN EVALUATION ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE  
Submitted by Dr. Betty Yung 

 
 In November, 2009, eight SOPP students gave presentations at the annual American Evaluation 
Association Conference in Orlando, Florida.  An additional three students had presentations accepted at 
the conference but were unable to attend.  Dr. Betty Yung accompanied the students and chaired their ses-
sions in addition to doing her own presentation.   
 Five of the presentations were related to projects completed as part of the students’ work for the 
program evaluation course taught by Dr. Cheryl Meyer.  A major course requirement is a pro bono pro-
gram evaluation project to be done with a community partner.  Students learn program evaluation proc-
esses through these real-world experiences and community partners receive valuable services that allow 
them to improve their programs.  All the students who took the winter 2008 course participated in a panel 
discussion entitled Gaining Real World Forensic Evaluation Experience in the Classroom�in which 
they described their individual projects and what they learned from hands-on experience in program 
evaluation. The presentations included: 
 
 Greg Capriotti, (class of 2011)and Caprice Parkinson, (class of 2012)  Drug Court Report 
Card: Capturing the Quantitative and Qualitative Aspects of Success in Drug Court, a project that created 
an instrument to integrate objective and subjective data on progress of youth participants in a juvenile 
court drug program. 
 Jennica Karpinski, (class of 2011) The Dayton Bar Association Judicial Candidacy Preference 
Poll Evaluation, an evaluation of the preference poll the organization conducts prior to Montgomery 
County judicial elections and recommendations to make the process more equitable and the methodology 
more transparent to the public.  
 Patrice Hairston, (class of 2012) and Seema Jacob, (class of 2012 ) Family Preservation: Family 
Stability Committee Decisions Regarding Placement for Children in Troubled Families, a secondary 
analysis of a database of information on children being considered for foster care placement. 
 Jennifer Esterman (class of 2012) and Stephanie Adams, (class of 2012) Increasing Referrals to 
a Program for Offenders Who are 10 and Under, an assessment of reasons why referral rates from police 
officers to a diversion program for young offenders were low. 
 Joann Wright-Mawasha, (class of 2011) and Candace Beck, (class of 2012) had a presentation 
(After Care Program: A Needs Assessment for Juvenile Offenders Leaving Residential Treatment) ac-
cepted for this panel but were unable to attend.  
 Dr. Yung described the program evaluation course for SOPP students as part of a panel on Proven 
and Creative Strategies and Techniques for Teaching Evaluation.   

Kristen Galloway, (class of 2011) and Anna Fedotova, (class of 2011) also had a panel session 
(Evaluation of a Train-the-Trainer Program Developed in Israel and Adapted for First Responders in 
Swiss Culture) in which they presented their project on the evaluation of a train-the-trainer program devel-
oped by the Community Stress Prevention Center (CSPC) in Kiryat Shmona, Israel to better prepare first 
responders for the experience and after-effects of trauma in themselves and the people they serve. 
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Dr. Heather Allen-Wilder has received her licensure for the state of Ohio. 

Dr. Scott Fraser along with his research group published an article in the fall edition of the Journal 
Family Process. Utilizing family strengths and resilience: Integrative family and systems treatment with 
children and adolescents with severe emotional and behavioral problems, vol. 48.3, 2009, pp395-416. 

Ms. Angela Harris (class of 2013) has published and article in the November/December issues of the 
National Psychologist titled Age ain't nothing but a number. 

Dr. Michelle Schultz  (alum) passed the EPPP examination. Dr. Schultz is in her second year of post-
doctoral training at SOPP as Assistant Director of the General Practice Clinic.   

Ms. Anne Willis (class of 2012), Ms. Anna Fedotova (class of 2011), Chris Humpage (class of 2011), 
Dr. Erendira Lopez-Garcia (alum) presented Transitioning to adulthood with asperger’s syndrome at 
the Ohio Center of Autism and Low Incidence Conference in Columbus, Ohio. 

Drs. Kathy Malloy, James Dobbins, Julie Williams, Jeffery Allen and Janeece Warfield, published 
an article Experiences of educators and students in integrative diversity training,  in the J.L. Chin (ed) 
Diversity in Mind and Action (vol 3). Wesport, CT: Praeger. 

Drs. Janeece Warfield (alum), Michelle Schultz (alum) and Crystal Collier (alum), presented at the 
ABPSi national conference in Atlanta, GA on The progression of African American oral tradition: Role 
of storytelling in developing preschooler’s emotional regulation. 

Dr. Janeece Warfield (alum) worked with a team of professionals to develop the State of Ohio’s Early 
Childhood Competencies which were published in the Ohio’s Core Competencies for Early Childhood 
Mental Health Professionals. 

Dr. Janeece Warfield (alum) received $5,000 donation from the Vectren Foundation to refurbish the play 
room at the Ellis Human Development Center. 

 

FACULTY, STAFF AND STUDENT UPDATES  
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CONDOLENCES TO THE  
FAMILY OF: 

 
Dr. Jennifer Wynn  
(SOPP Alumni) 
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January 6 & 13   Internship Interviews  
 
January 8           Alumni Event 
                            Wright State & Butler G ame 
 
February 13      Outstanding Alumni of the 
                           Year Brunch  
 
February 22       Internship Match Day  
 
February 26 &   Admissions Interviews 
March 1 
 
July 17               Commencement 
 
September 4      Convocation 
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