Sample Consent Form Language

What Steps Are Being Taken to Reduce Risk of Coronavirus Infection?
Presently in our community, there is an existing risk: the novel coronavirus 2019 (called SARS-CoV-2), which causes the disease COVID-19.  We believe that the risk to you for contracting COVID-19 by participating in this research is no more than your risk for contracting this disease from the community. That is, the risk is no more than your risk when going to the grocery store or spending time inside another shared space outside the home, where everyone is wearing a face covering. (Note: If there is an elevated risk of infection, please adjust language as necessary to state the anticipated risk.)
The following steps are being taken to address the risk of coronavirus infection: Adjust as needed for your procedures.

Screening: Researchers and participants who show potential symptoms of COVID-19 (fever, cough, shortness of breath, etc.) will NOT participate in this study at this time. 

Physical distancing: Whenever possible, we will maintain at least 6 feet of distance between persons while conducting the study. 

Mask/Covering: Researchers will wear and participants will be required to shield their mouth and nose with a cloth face cover or mask during the study, even when maintaining at least 6 feet of distance. Tissues will be available to cover coughs and sneezes.

Handwashing: Researchers and participants will wash hands before/during [research activity] or use a hand sanitizer. 

Disinfecting materials: Researchers will clean and disinfect surfaces between participants, using an EPA-registered disinfectant or a bleach solution (5 tablespoons of regular bleach per gallon of water) for hard materials and by laundering soft materials. Disinfected materials will be handled using gloves, paper towel, plastic wrap or storage bags to reduce the chance of re-contamination of materials.

Electronics: Alcohol-based wipes or sprays will be used to disinfect shared touch screens, mice, keyboards, etc. Surfaces will be dried to avoid pooling of liquids.


