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Syllabus 

RST 2620:  Regional Studies:  China 

 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to multiple aspects of life in the world's most 
populous state: the People's Republic of China.  RST 2620 is an introductory survey of Chinese history, 
politics and contemporary culture.  Through the course readings, classroom discussion, videos and 
activities, students will be able to gain a deeper appreciation of the world's oldest continuous society.   

 

 

This course is part of the Wright State Core. The goals of this program are to sharpen critical thinking, 
to cultivate an awareness of the moral and ethical insight needed for participation in the human 
community, and to increase knowledge and understanding of the past and present worlds and how both 
the past and present have an impact on the future. 

 

Within the Wright State Core, RST 2620 is part of Element Three (Global Traditions).  Students in this 
class will be able to: 

 Critically describe some of the political, social or economic systems; 
historical, cultural or spiritual traditions; and/or technological innovations 
around the world  

 Demonstrate an awareness of the diversity of people or traditions in our 
world in ways that promote effective engagement, both locally and globally 

 Use political, social, economic, historical, cultural, spiritual or technological 
knowledge to evaluate contemporary issues    

 
Specifically, we will meet these learning objectives by using comparative analysis to understand some 
of the diverse experiences within China by employing a multi-disciplinary approach.  We will use the 
lenses of history, political, and economic analysis to gain an appreciation of life in this country.  We will 
also examine China’s complex interactions with peoples and governments beyond its borders, including 
the United States.  
 
RST 2620 is an Integrated Writing (IW) course that is designed to foster effective communication, 
meaning that students will use writing assignments as a way both to demonstrate their understanding of 
course content and explore connections between themes in the course and their own experiences.  
Students will complete a number of writing assignments, both formal and informal, in order to fulfill this 
requirement.  Students will be expected to produce writing that 

 Demonstrates their understanding of course content, 

 Is appropriate for the audience and purpose of a particular writing task, 

 Demonstrates the degree of mastery of disciplinary writing conventions appropriate to the 
course (including documentation conventions), and 

 Shows competency in standard edited American English. 

 

Readings and Grading Policies: 
Required: 
James Fallows, Letters from Tomorrow Square 
Robert E. Gamer, editor, Understanding Contemporary China  
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Robert Van Gulik, The Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee  
 
Recommended:   
Students should also follow an English-language Internet newspaper from the PRC, People's Daily online),  
Economic Observer, and English translation of a weekly Chinese newspaper, available at 
 http://www.eeo.com.cn/ens/homepage/haedlinescanner/2010/06/07/171992.shtml located at  
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/ or  Shanghai Daily, located at http://www.shanghaidaily.com/. 

 
Students will take three exams and each will comprise multiple choice and true/false questions, 

as well as essay questions.  Students will be given four informal writing assignments (both in class and 
outside of class) based on a variety of prompts. They will also write two research papers with the 
opportunity for revision. Students will earn a participation grade based on their informal writing, their 
willingness to engage in discussion, and attendance. Students will have the opportunity to write an 
additional two page paper for extra credit. 

 

Academic Integrity and Classroom Conduct:   

It is the policy of Wright State University to uphold and support standards of personal honesty 
and integrity for all students consistent with the goals of a community of scholars and students seeking 
knowledge and truth. Furthermore, it is the policy of the University to enforce these standards through 
fair and objective procedures governing instances of alleged dishonesty, cheating, and other academic 
misconduct. Students who violate this code of conduct will be held responsible for their actions. Please 
see the following site for more information: http://www.wright.edu/students/judicial/integrity.html. 

Students are expected to be respectful of their fellow classmates and the professor. Students 
should not simply come and go during class. If you know that you will need to leave early, please be 
kind enough to inform me at the start of class. Students are asked to keep their cell phones and 
Blackberries, etc. turned off during class, and to use their laptops only for taking notes. Students who 
fail to comply with this request will be asked to leave the classroom 
 
 Final grades will be calculated based on the following: 
 Exam I:       20% 
 Exam II:       20% 
 Exam III (non-cumulative):     20% 
 Formal Writing Assignment  I:    15% 
 Formal Writing Assignment  II:    15%  
 Participation (includes grades for informal writing):  10% 

 

Instructions for the Writing Assignments: 

 Students will be given four informal writing assignments (some will be written in class and some 
outside of class), based on a variety of prompts. These assignments, which will serve as a springboard 
for class discussion, will be graded on a pass-fail basis and factored into your participation grade. 

In addition, to help students understand the material and integrate it with their own worldviews, 
students are required to complete two formal writing assignments (approximately 3 pages each).  In the 
first paper, students are asked to respond to the Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee.  What are some of 
the similarities and differences between the detective work presented in this collection and the work of 
law enforcement today?  What does this book illuminate about China’s culture and society during the 
Tang Dynasty? In the second paper, students are required to craft a response to the essays included in 
James Fallows’ book, Postcards from Tomorrow Square.  What aspects of modern China does Fallows 
highlight in these essays?  What does he seem to have missed?  What surprised you most about these 
essays, and why? 

http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/
http://www.wright.edu/students/judicial/integrity.html


 

 
3 

A set of criteria for evaluating these formal papers is provided at the end of this syllabus.  
Students are expected to turn in their best work for each of these papers, and the papers are due at the 
beginning of the class period during which they are assigned.   Students will have the opportunity to re-
write both of these papers.  The re-writes are due 1 week after the papers are returned to students (the 
re-write for second formal writing assignment will be due during exam week). 

All papers must be neatly typed, double-spaced, and proofread.  They will include a title page, 
numbered pages, and a bibliography.  All papers must provide full citations and proper attribution of 
sources using APA (or “scientific style”).  Papers not meeting these requirements will not be accepted. 
Emailed submissions will not be accepted. Late papers will be penalized by one letter grade for every 
24 hour period past due.   

 The writing assignments need to be thoughtfully prepared. They require careful consideration 
and reflection. In preparing the formal papers, be sure to work from an outline to organize the 
information  and present it in a professional manner---this includes, at a minimum, using the spell check 
and grammar check services available on word processing programs. The University Writing Center 
(031 Dunbar Library---775-4186) and the WSU Writing Web (www.cola.wright.edu/dept/eng/wsuweb/) 
are free services that provide excellent resources to all Wright State students. Take advantage of these 
programs designed to assist you. 

 

Course Outline  

 

Week One:  Introduction to the Course and Geography and Climate of China  
Gamer Ch 1-2 “Introduction” and “Geographic Preface”  

 
Week Two:  Historical overview:  Confucianism, Confucian Politics and Law  
   (Informal Writing Assignment I) 

Gamer Ch 3, “Historical Context;” begin reading Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee  
 
Week Three:   Daoism and Buddhism 

Gamer Ch 12, “Religion,” Reserve essays on Daoism and Buddhism, continue 
reading Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee    

 
Week Four:   Family, Village and City: “Big Family” Means a Crowd 
   Formal Writing Assignment I Due -- Judge Dee response 
   Complete reading Celebrated Cases of Judge Dee 
 
Week Five:   Exam I and Introduction to Modern Political History 
   Gamer Ch 4, “Chinese Politics”   (first half) 
 
Week Six:   Nationalism, Communism and Civil War   
   (Informal Writing Assignment II) 
   Complete reading Gamer Ch 4, “Chinese Politics” 
 
Week Seven:   Modern Society:  Resistance and Recreation   

View “Tank Man” Documentary on Tiananmen Square (viewing guide distributed 
in class) 
Fallows, Ch 1, “Postcards from Tomorrow Square,” Ch 2, “Mr. Zhang Builds His 
Dream Town,” and Ch 6, “The View from There,” reserve readings to include 
internet essays reflecting on June 4, 1989 

    
Week Eight:  Gender and Sexuality 

http://www.cola.wright.edu/dept/eng/wsuweb/
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Gamer Ch 8, “Population Growth and Urbanization,” Ch 10, “Family, Kinship, 
Marriage and Sexuality,” and Ch 11, “Women and Development” 

 
Week Nine:  Exam II and Economic Reforms 

View “Win in China” documentary on capitalism and reality tv (viewing guide 
distributed in class) 
Gamer Ch 5, “China’s Economy,” Fallows Ch 3, “Win in China!” Ch 4 “China 
Makes, the World Takes,” and Ch 7, “The $1.4 Trillion Question” 

 
Week Ten:  Media:  From Propaganda to Cyber-spies 
   (Informal Writing Assignment III) 

Fallows Ch 8, “The Connection Has Been Rest,” and Ch 10, “How the West was 
Wired” 

 
Week Eleven:  Environmentalism:  Economics meets Sustainability Concerns 

Gamer Ch 9, “China’s Environmental Problems,” Fallows Ch 9, “China’s Silver 
Lining” 

 
Week Twelve:  International Aspects: Sino-US Relations  
   (Informal Writing Assignment IV) 
   Gamer Ch 7, “International Relations,” Fallows Ch 12, “Their Own Worst Enemy” 
 
Week Thirteen: Beyond the Heartland:  Tibet, Xinjiang, and the Chinese Diaspora  
   Formal Writing Assignment II Due –James Fallows’ Response 

Gamer Ch 6, “China Beyond the Heartland,” Fallows Ch 11, “After the 
Earthquake” 

 
Week Fourteen: Review and Exam III (non-cumulative) 
   Gamer Ch 14, “Trends and Prospects” 
 
Exam Week:   Revised Formal Writing Assignment II due 
 

Criteria for Evaluating Student Writing 
 

Writing proficiency 

(50%) 

A No significant problems with grammar or style; this 
is a polished paper 

B Some problems with grammar and/or style, but no 
significant problems; the paper is still highly 
readable 

C Problems with grammar and/or style that impede 
the understanding of the author’s argument 

D or below Serious problems with grammar and/or style that 
make it impossible to understand the author's 
argument 

Methodology 

(25%) 

A The student builds an argument from multiple 
sources of evidence; the student demonstrates the 
ability to use sources.  There are no major citation 
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errors (notes, bibliography) 

B The student demonstrates the ability to use 
sources as evidence, but there are some errors of 
citation (notes, bibliography) but they are not major 
ones 

C The student does not work competently with 
sources.  There are many errors in documentation, 
and they include some major errors 

D or below The student may omit citation altogether or handle 
it so clumsily that the reader may suspect 
plagiarism.   

Critical analysis 

(25%) 

A The thesis is clearly stated and cogently argued, so 
that it is immediately persuasive 

B An argument is present and sustained over the 
course of the paper, but it is not necessarily entirely 
persuasive; the argument may recede from view at 
times 

C There is little attempt at analysis; the paper is 
primarily descriptive.  The thesis is not clearly 
stated or persuasively argued 

D or below Paper lacks any attempt at analysis and is 
completely descriptive or off-topic. Paper lacks a 
thesis altogether 
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