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Mammoth Cave Expedition an Overwhelming Success

Sixteen participants including
Wright State faculty, staff and six
students with mobility impairments
participated in the three-day, two
night venture to Hamilton Valley
Field Station at Mammoth Cave
National Park. This was in con-
junction with the Introduction to
Cave and Karst Systems (EES199)
course that was offered last spring
quarter at Wright State Univer-

sity. These students participated
as members of a research team to
help design a recreation of the
cave environment using virtual real-
ity technology. They were assisting
Ohio State researcher, Chris Atchi-
son in his National Science Foun-
dation (NSF) study of accessibility
infield-based geology courses for
students with significant mobility
impairments.

WE DID IT!

While at Mammoth cave, the stu-
dents were able to view the entire
Cave and Karst System that they
had learned about in class: begin-
ning with an overlook of the sink-
hole plain where the water enters
the ground to carve out the caves,
the caves themselves, and the
Greene River where the water ex-
its the cave system. While inside
the caves, park staff split the
group into two and led them in a
mapping activity which allowed
them to get a firsthand experience
in how maps are created when
new areas of the cave are discov-
ered. Upon returning to Hamilton
Valley, they used their measure-
ments to draw maps to scale of
the area they explored.

This project is funded in part through the National
Science Foundation GEO Directorate: Opportuni-
ties for Enhancing the Diversity in the Geo-
sciences #0939645

Cave Entrance

Wright State University’s OSAA Scholars participate in
Health Research Internships

STREAMS is a competitive re-
search training summer program
open to college students from
across the United States. ltis
funded by the National Institutes of
Health to encourage members of
underrepresented minority groups
and students with disabilities to
pursue careers in biomedical and
biobehavioral research by provid-
ing a stimulating summer experi-
ence to enhance

t"/a¥" st udent s o

demic and personal development.
This is the second year that Wright
State OSAA Scholars have been
accepted to this summer internship
program. This year we have four
undergraduates that were accepted
and currently participating in the
program. Jason B., Psychology
major; Lisa D., Psychology major;
Ernest M., Mathematics major; and
Darius P., Biomedical Engineering

aca-

During down time at Hamilton Val-
ley, the participants explored vari-
ous jobs in the geology through
Skype discussions with two people
in the field: Sarah Mueller, from
Anadarko Petroleum in Houston,
Texas, and Dianne Gillespie from
the National Cave and Karst Re-
search Institute in Carlsbad, New
Mexico. Sarah and Diane shared
the specifics of their daily job duties
with the participants including any
accessibility issues they could fore-
see for a person with mobility im-
pairments. Students were surprised
to hear about some very accessible
job options for them in the field of

geology.

INAGD)

National Advisory for
Geoscience Diversity

Exploring the surrounding cave area
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Wright State University’s OSAA DIVERSE-ABILITY U.

Final preparations are underway for
the OSAA Dayton summer campus
experience dubbed DIVERSE-
ABILITY U. Wright State Univer-
sityoés BBMERSE:S-
day pre-college science and engi-
neering residential experience open
to college bound students with dis-
abilities who are entering 11" or
12" grades and are interested in
STEM careers. We received 28
applications from the surrounding
area including students as far away
as Cleveland, Ohio and northern
Kentucky. Twenty students were

selected for attendance under full
scholarship. Programming will in-
clude 6 intensive STEM modules
ranging from neuroscience to engi-
neering mathematics. Workshops
to develop self-advocacy, inde-
pendence and time scheduling
@j‘ skills will round out the curriculum,
5 while varied recreational activities
are slated to fill in the few remaining
waking hours. All students will pre-

DIVERSE-

ABILITY

pare and present a final project

A Residential Science & Engineering Campus  \yhich will integrate the scientific
Experience for College-Bound Students with

Disabilities . .

edge acquired during the week.

STEM Modules scheduled for Diverse-Ability U. at Wright State University

Lies, Damned Lies, and Statistics:

Statistical Literacy and Collecting Data

Mathematics & Beverly Grunden

Neuroscience Exploration
Psychology & Dr. Trish Schiml-Webb

So | might want to be an engineer...

Am | really going to use all this MATH???

Engineering 8 Dr. Nate Klingbeil

Swallowed by a Sinkhole!
Geology & Chris Atchison

No Lights, No Cameras, No Action?
Robotics 8 Dr. John Gallagher

Laboratory Experiences in Biology
Biological Sciences & Marcia Wendeln

Jeff Vernooy, Julio Mateo and John
Flach, in Washington D.C. during a visit
to the National Science Foundation

3 information please contact Holly

Sinclair Campus Visit Day
Scheduled for Late September.
Sinclair Communi
downtown Dayton campus as part
of the OSAA Dayton QUAD is
planning for their second campus
visit for high school students with
disabilities. This event is in the
planning stages and will be held
in late September. For further

Brown-Wright. Email: holly.brown-
wright@sinclair.edu or by phone at
(937) 512-5113

Sinclair Campus Visit Day, January 2010

and mathematical skills and knowl-


mailto:holly.brown-wright@sinclair.edu
mailto:holly.brown-wright@sinclair.edu
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Dayton QUAD Spring 2010 News Bits

ScholarDollars-Bei ng an active partici pa nallofiugifrolithe OSAAOBgradm Sc hol -
ars programs benefited two OSAA Scholars this spring under the Office and the Office of Disability

OSAA Dayton Scholars Dollars incentive program. One of the students
was able to purchase MatLab software. The other received an award
to pay registration fees to participate in a week long workshop at The
Bloodstain Evidence Institute in Corning, NY.

Services want to congratulate all
the 2010 graduates!!!

Wright State University’s Office of Disability

Services Award Ceremony was held May 28 L

to recognize the students that received schol- e

arships and awards for 2010. Mark Willis was b il
{

the keynote speaker.

. . Keynote Speaker: Mark Willis
OSAA COF scholarship recipient Bill Rickert, Associate Provost received an ODS Golden

Spoke Award for his support of our students and ODS

Sinclair Community College - Seven Sinclair STEM students were involved in OSAA pro-
gramming during the spring quarter. All students have been assigned to one of our four fac-
ulty members associated with the OSAA program. These faculty members are providing as-
sistance to the OSAA students in the form of mentorship, locating tutors, career guidance,
and academic advising. Four of the seven students were awarded COF scholarships for
spring quarter.

Spring Quarter WSU OSAA Scholars Meetings

On April 15" the OSAA Scholars Wright State Uni vdecelebrale ghe suecess of qur
monthly meeting was a Portfolio Services Office held an Business first year of OSAA accomplish-
Building Session held in the Honors Etiquette Luncheon on May 11, ments an outdoor learning commu-
dorm. Brittany Boyne worked with 2010. OSAA sponsored nine of nity event was held at the Commu-
fifteen OSAA students to help them our scholars to participate at this nity Village Shelter on June 3.
record this year ds prafessiamahtpainingsebente Theys  Thirty of our students, faculty and
including special class assignments,  were coached through the finer staff that contributed to this en-
extracurricular STEM activities, vol- points of business dining, min- deavor were in attendance. Plenty
unteer work, internships and work gling and networking. Presenters of sun, food and games were on
history. The OSAA Scholars port- Charlene Walker and Gail hand to make this a successful
folios act as personal databases for Whitaker from Career Services event.

use in the process of applying for are certified Business Etiquette

internships, graduate school and Trainers.

STEM job positions.
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OSAA Columbus Quad Faculty and Advisor Learning Community (F&ALC)

The OSAA F&ALC program of- a survey to collect feedback. This
fered STEM faculty and advisors FE L ; year s participants 1

an opportunity to focus on and ¥4 sessions organized by peer facili-
discuss different methods for W tators (Dr. Teresa Johnson and
teaching and advising STEM stu- i Dr. John Merrill, pictured in front of
dents with disabilities as part of a the F&ALC poster) and utilized
community of peers. The learning supports provided by The Ohio
community has revitalized the ad- State University Center for the
vising and career development of Advancement of Teaching

STEM faculty and staff at Ohio (UCAT). Members were also in-
State by establishing a community vited to attend the annual OSTEP
across STEM disciplines. STEM reception on May 20, 2010 at the
faculty and staff volunteered to OSU Faculty Club with key note
participate in the learning commu- speaker Dr. Gordon Gee. Many

nity and worked together to de- Dr. Teresa Johnson and Dr. John Merrill of this yeards memberl
velop a Wiki and a teaching en- cided to continue their participa-

hancement plan to assist faculty tion with the learning community

and staff better support STEM and are currently recruiting addi-

students with disabilities including tional members.

Special Olympics State Summer Games

The State Summer Games were held at The Ohio State
University, June 25-27, 2010. Nearly 2,800 athletes com-
peted for gold with over 8,000 friends, family, and volun-
teers in attendance, OSAA students were among those
volunteers. OSAA students registered athletes for dental
exams with the Healthy Smiles Initiative through the Nison-
ger Centerdés Intellectual a
Dental Program at the Nisonger Center.

T Ly v U]

OSU Special Olympics

OSAAR

Ohio’s STEM Ability Alliance
STEM Degrees and Careers for Ohioans with Disabilities
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Local STEM Summits
Even though March was dubbed

Ohi o ASTEM Educatic t ST ' Akron(MarCh10)

Governor Ted Stickland it is always u

timely to reiterate the need for » Cincinnati (April 14)
young people today to pursue ca-

reers in Science, Technology, Engi- m Cleveland (May 1)
neering and Mathematics (STEM) .

degrees. Ohio is doing their part by m Columbus (April 13)
responding to Presi .

call to Arestore sc riythVEQP(Apr'H&

pl ace é.0 by i mpl € ;

state and local area STEM initia- B Northwest Ohio (May 13)
tives. One of Ohic P s ma Southeast Ohio (May 21)

to organize a Statewide STEM
Summit followed by a series of
seven regional summits.

Daytonds regional STEM summit, titled AStrengthening ou
Ohio, The Ohio STEM Learning Network (OSLN), Dayton Regional STEM Center, Dayton Regional STEM

School, EDvention, Wright State University, and the University of Dayton. The Dayton area conference was held

at Sinclair Community College April 15 to raise awareness about STEM initiatives across the state. Keynote

speakers included Joe Sciabica, Executive Director, Air Force Research Laboratory, and Chancellor Eric D.

Fingerhut, Ohio Board of Regents. The conference brought together local education and business leaders to dis-

r

cuss the need for talent and boost STEM connections. Re

and the Office of Disability Services participated in the afternoon event.

The Centr al Regi onal STEM Conference in Ohio, themed AEX

April 13 and organized by The State of Ohio, The Ohio STEM Learning Network (OSLN), The Ohio State Univer-
sity, Columbus City Schools, Metro Early College High School, Reynoldsburg City Schools, Worthington City
Schools, and Westerville City Schools, and Battelle.

I nserts from Dayton Business Journal; Ohiobds STEM Learni sogeduNet wor k;

Upcoming STEM Related Events

July 18-23: University of Dayton Air Camp is a brand new adventure in flight for middle school students. A weeklong
summer camp for students in 7th through 9th grades. The goal is to expose them to STEM aspects of aviation.

August 7: "Mars Camp" is coming to Dayton! The 13th Annual Mars Society International Convention is to be held for
the first time in Dayton, Ohio. Mars Camp is being held in conjunction with their convention and is a one day, "come
when you can, leave when you must" FREE event open to the families to be held the Dayton Marriott Hotel, 1414 South
Patterson Boulevard, on Saturday, August 7, 2010, between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM. For additional information please
contact patt@marssociety.org.

July25-29: Wr i ght St ate Uni-RBIUTY U.tisy esidedbtlaNs&dR& Bnd Engineering Campus Experi-
ence for College-Bound Students with Disabilities

ht

July 26-28:Ohi o State Universityds Residenti al Sa CollegezBound $tid En g i

dents with Disabilities

July 12-20: 2010 OTEEA Summer STEM Workshop Series; Kilbourne Middle School, 50 E. Dublin-Granville Road,
Worthington, Ohio 43085.

August 18-20: MC2 STEM High School Professional Development Institutes 2010 Professional Development Institutes.
SESSION 2: August 18-20, 2010; 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Cleveland, Ohio.
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