SAXOPHONE

SPECIAL INFORMATION

. All saxophone majors (music majors whose principal instrument is saxophone) are
required to play an audition on alto saxophone, even if their preference is to play another
instrument in band (tenor or baritone sax).

. Non-music majors, auditioning for Wind Symphony, who own and play either tenor or
baritone saxophone, but not alto sax, may audition on either tenor or baritone saxophone
only if they prefer. In this case, an alto saxophone demonstration will not be required.

. While not required, is STRONGLY RECOMMENDED for those players wishing to be

considered for Wind Symphony, that in addition to alto, they demonstrate their playing
ability on either tenor or baritone saxophone. If you wish, you may demonstrate your
ability to perform on all three (alto, tenor, baritone).

. Excerpts for Alto, Tenor, and Baritone Saxophone are included in this packet to give you
options. Depending on how many horns you intend to audition on, you can prepare just
the alto excetpts, or the alto along with tenor or baritone (or both) if you wish,

. If you don’t own a tenor or baritone saxophone, and want to audition on one or both of
these instruments, borrow or rent the instrument(s) you need from a friend, a relative,
your teacher, your old high school band director, etc.

. If you can’t get a hold of either a tenor or baritone sax, (or both), until shortly before fall
auditions, then practice the excerpts for these on your Alto Saxophone. By already
knowing the music, fingerings, etc., the transfer to either tenor or baritone sax (or both)
can be more easily accomplished.

. If you intend to play all three types of saxophones at your audition, please sign up for two
(2) simultaneous audition slots on the audition sign-up board. If you intend to play just
one or two types of saxophone (ex: alto alone, or both alto & tenor, or both alto & bari),
you need only sign up for one (1) audition slot.

Yet another option: If you are hoping to be selected for Wind Symphony, in addition to
your saxophone audition, you may want to consider auditioning on bass or contrabass
clarinet as well. In the event you are not selected for Wind Symphony as a saxophonist,
you will be assigned to Symphonic Band (on saxophone) as your primary ensemble.
However, if you demonstrate sufficient skill on bass or contrabass clarinet, you may be
offered the opportunity to play in Wind Symphony on that instrument. IMPORTANT:
In the above scenario, Symphonic Band will be considered your primary (required)
ensemble, and Wind Symphony an additional “elective” ensemble. If, then, you want to
audition on bass clarinet, please contact the Department of Music office, and request bass
clarinet audition music for fall band auditions.
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