Summer 2011
Dear Returning, New, and Prospective WSU Band Students:

This letter is to provide you with very important information about the Fall 2011 Band Program Auditlons.  The following will
tell you what music to prepare, how to best prepare it, and how to sign up for your audition time, and hopefully answer any other
questions you may have. Pleasoread ALL the following Information CAREFULLY:

MUSIC MAJORSIMINORS: If you are afull-time WSU music-mgjor or music-minor, and your principal instrument isa
woodwind, brass, or percussion instrument, you are required to perform the Fall 2011 Band Program Audition. Based on

your audition, the Director of Bands, in consultation with your applied studio teacher, will determine which band will count as
your required primary ensemble, and therefore which band you should enroll. If you are assigned to Wind Symphony, but

also desire to piay in another band such as Symphonic or Concert Band, you may do so—simply register for these additiona
bands as electives. CAUTION—It is departmenta policy that al full-time undergraduate students, who are woodwind, brass, or
percussion mgors or minors, must perform the Fall 2011 Band Program Audition, and then ptay in the band assigned to you
by the Director of Bands. Failure to appeer for the Fall 2011 Band Program Audition may result in being deemed inefigible to
continue your private applied lessons with your studio teacher.

NON-MUSIC MAJORS: Students attending WSU who play aband instrument, but NOT maoring inmusic, are welcome fo
participatein one of the university's bands. Asanon-music maor, you can play in our Symphonic or Concert Band without
performing the Fall 2011 Band Program Audition—simply enroll in the class, and show up for the first regular class/reheersal
meeting. Through means of a short, easy, informa audition, Dr. Jagow and Mr. Jobert will determine whether you should play
in Symphonic or Concert Band. For those of you who wish to be considered for Wind Symphony, you must prepare and perform
the Fall 2011 Band Program Audition, just the same as the music magors. |f you' re chosen for Wind Symphony, but also went
to play in Symphonic and/or Concert Band, you may register for more than one group. Findly, if you personaly know other
students attending WSU who play aband instrurment, please encotrage them to contact either Dy. Shelley Jagow or Mr. Bill
Jobert directly, or the WSU Depariment of Music Office.

HAT TO PREPARE & PERFORM 11 FALL BAND PR MAUDITION:
1) From the department website, please download and prepare the special instructions and audition music specifically

for your instrument. Prepare as many of the excerpts as you can, but if you can't play ai the excerpts don't be overly
discouraged—they are meant to test the limits of even the best players. Just prepare as many as you can, and if possible
ALL the excerpts. Those playerswho perform ALL the excerpts a a high level of musical excelience will be those
most strongly considered for membership in Wind Symphony and Chamber Players. Based on the same criteria, Wind
Symphony section principal players will be designated, and parts assigned.

2) Expect tosight-read. The best way for you o prepare s to sight-read a lot of stuff on your ownl

3) Beready tosing You may be asked to do some vocal aural demonstration and sight-singing at the audition.

4) Beprepared to play major and minor scales, as many as you can. Two-octaves up & down s best, and for flutes &
clarinets, three-octaves (where range is appropriate) is even betterl Fluency at fast templ will be considered a positive!

HOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR WSU BAND AUBDITION. You can sign-up for an audition time on Dr. Booth's office door
{CAC—M140), where a sign-up board will be posted no later then Wednesday, August 31, six days prior to the of fali quarter
classes. Sign-up timesare avallable on afirst-come, first-serve basis.  You will need to sign up for an audition on the day of and
during the timeframe designated for your instrument. While specific time slots are stilf being determined, the “day schedule” for
each of the verious sections is as follows:

Tuesday, September 6 — Flutes, Oboes, Bassoons, & Percussion
Wednesday, September 7 — Clarinets, Bass Clarinets, & Saxophones
Thursday, September 8 — Trumpets & Horns
Friday, September 9 —Trombones, Euphoniums, Tubas, & String Bass
WHAT ABOUT VARSITY (PEP) BAND? The Varsity Band, comprised of both music and non-music majors, provides




music & spirit for WSU Basketball games. Separate auditions will be held for Pep Band. Thisis an opliona audition for anyone
interested. If that’s you, please contact Mr. Kyle Freesen &t fressen 2@wright.edu

WHAT ABOUT JAZZ ENSEMBLE? The WSU Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of Dr. Gretchen McNameara, Is comprised
of both music and non-music majors. A separate audition for anyone interested is required. |f interested, please contact Dr.
McNameara for delails @ (937) 775-2541, or Email Dr. McNamara et grefchen. menamara@wright.edu .

MUSIC MAJORS -~ FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

1) Asamusic major or minor, must | audition If I just want to be In Symphonlc Band, but not Wind Symphony?
Yes, you MUST audition! Please go back to the previous page and carefully READ the requirements again!

2) Dol have to play an auditfon on my major instrument? Y es, of coursel

3) May | audition on other secondary instruments? Yes. Infaci, for some sections, It's strongly encouraged. For
example, darinetists should congider also playing bass clarinet, or saxophonists might want to play tenor and/or baritone
in addition to ato. However, thisis optiona.

4} Should flutists also audition on piccolo? While thisisn't an absolute requirement, it's strongly recommendexd that you
audition on both, especially If you wish to be sericusly considered for Wind Symphony. Everyone MUST play flute
{you can’t just play piccolo and not flute aiso). If you don’t own your own piccolo, please borrow or rent one.

5} WIll there be any other “open” band auditions held this academic year? Not likely. Wewill announce “try outs’
for chairs and spots that come open at the end of each quarter on an “as-needed” basis, but there are no guarantees,
Piease remember that the Fall Band Auditionis“THE BIGGEY!" Pleasetakeit serioudy I

6) How do you get into Chamber Players? Chosen from within the Wind Symphony, membership is by invitation only,
and depends on instrumentation requirements that change each quarter, At your audition you will have a chance to
indicate whether you are interested in being congidered for Chamber Flayers.

NON-MUSIC MAJORS—FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

1) AsaNON-music major who just wants to be in Symphonic or Concert Band, do! have to play the Fall 2011 Band
Program Audition? No. Just register for “MUS 266 - Concert Band,” show up for the first day of class, and then
Dr. Jagow & Mr. Jobert will determine whether you should be in Symphonic or Concert Band. For further info, contact
ether Dr. Sheliey Jagow ( shefley jebow@wright.edu ), or Mr. Bill Jobert ( william jobest@wright.edy ).

2) When does Symphonic Band and Concert Band meet? Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2:00 —3:30 p.m.

3) Istherea minimum ability-level required for NON-music majors who wish to play In Symphonic and Concert
Band? For Symphonic Band there is aminimum abllity-level requirement, but not for Concert Band. Regardless,
Dr. Jagow and Mr. Jobert determine which band Is best for you. Just sign up for the class, and they'll make that
determination after the firgt class meeting.

4) AsaNON-music major, can | be in Wind Symphony? Yes, but you must audition along with the music majors & the
the Fall 2011 Band Program Auditions  To sign up for the audition, follow the music mgjor instructions on page one,

5) When does Wind Symphony meet? Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays, 3:00 - 4:30 pm.

| hope the above information answers your questions, but should you have others, please fedl free to Emall me & the address
betow. Email is better than phone—uniii Septermber |'m hard to caich! Please direct all your communication toward me through
Emall Good luck in your auditions. We look forward to seeing you this coming falt and hearing you play. L.ooking forward to
yet another musicaly exciting year with WSU Bands, | remain...

Sincerely,

\“’“@*ﬁ

Dr, David M. Booth
Director of Bands & Wind Conducting Studies
Professor of Music

Email: david.booth@wright.edu

NOTE: Other Important Information & Audition Also Included !!!!




HOW TO PREPARE YOURSELF FOR
WSU Fall Band Auditions

Prepare, prepare, prepare. Don’t put off practicing your instrument over the summer, thinking you can
get it together last minute, Instead, practice your instrument at regular intervals over the entire summer,
and thoroughly learn all the audition excerpts, as well as any other music recommended by your studio or
private teacher.

Observe the tempo indications (metronome markings) provided for all excerpts. Practice with a
metronome. If you’re unable to play a passage at the indicated tempo, then slow down, be patient, and
practice it diligently at slower tempos until eventually you can perform the passage up to speed.

Practice singing the passages, especially slower lyrically ones. This is a very good idea no matter what
instrument you play, since singing trains your ears and dramatically increases your ability to play in tune,
Remember, you might be asked to sing at your audition, in addition to playing your instrument. Singing
is also a very good idea for percussionists, since singing will be required at the percussion auditions in
order to determine ability to tune timpani.

Count the RESTS, as well as the rhythms!!! Your ability to intensely and precisely count the music’s
silences (rests), as well as the music’s sounds (notes), is extremely important. As you practice the
excerpts do NOT ftreat rests arbitrarily ... count them with absolute precision and accuracy.
REMEMBER: The silences (rests} are as much a part of the music as the sounds (notes).

Work with a tuner. Learn the pitch tendencies of your instrument by asking a partner to record your
pitch tendencies as you slowly play an ascending chromatic scale. Your assistant can right down whether
a particular pitch is flat, very flat, sharp, very sharp, or in tune. IMPORTANT: You nced an assistant to
look at the tuner while you play. YOU should NOT look at the tuner while you play, but rely solely on
your ears, Once your assistant has written down your pitch tendencies, you can review his/her findings,
and learn to adjust the pitches of concern.

LISTEN to recordings of the excerpts, There are recordings of nearly ALL the compositions from
which the excerpts have been extracted in the WSU Music Library (located in the Paul Laurence Dunbar
Library, WSU’s main library building next door to Creative Arts). The library has recordings of nearly
every piece, with nearly every excerpt. A picture is worth a thousand words, so listen, listen, listen!!!
This is how you learn style, and get the pitches, tempi, and expressive elements “in your head.”

Sight-read everything you can. You learn to sight-read by doing it. Don’t forget that sight-reading is
an important part of the fall audition. Go through a method book that systematically presents
progressively challenging materially rhythmically and harmonically.

Warm up with scales daily. It’s not that hard to learn your scales. You just have to do it regularly. If
you don’t know them, start with all your majors, learning them by the Circle-of-Fourths. Then learn all
your minor scales in their natural form (and how they relate to the major keys with the same key
signature). Once you’ve thoroughly learned all natural minor scales, begin to practice them in the
harmonic and melodic forms,

Make playing IN-TIME, IN-TONE, and IN-TUNE a priority!!! At auditions, what are we looking
for? Players with great sound, who can play in tune, and can play with superb rhythmic precision. TIME
is incredibly important. Again, work with a metronome, and KNOW the rhythms.




