IX. LwD Case Study Guidelines
A.  Case Study Basis
LwD case studies are opportunities for LwD IGERT fellows to engage real problems experienced by persons with disabilities as they work to interact with their environment and to learn in formal and informal settings.  Case study participants are normally unsolicited individuals seeking assistance in these areas, and who are willing to participate in research that will contribute to training of LwD IGERT fellows.
The primary goal of conducting any case study is to provide a useful training experience for the participating fellow(s).  The case studies may also act as preliminary (pilot) studies leading to more extensive and formal research programs (including dissertation research).  Therefore, in general, the primary benefits of any findings derived from case studies or follow-on work will accrue to broader populations of people with disabilities, rather than to the individual case study participants. 
Before beginning any work on an individual case study, fellows should discuss it with the PI or another LwD faculty or staff member authorized by the PI to approve case study activities.  The PI or his/her representative may require the fellow(s) to complete a petition for Approval of Research Involving Human Subjects and obtain the approval from the Wright State University Institutional Review Board.   
Case studies should not be portrayed to participants, family or care givers as treatments or therapeutic interventions for the study participants.  In addition, because these studies are training experiences/research activities with a limited duration, participants must be informed and fully aware of inherent limits on the time and level of effort that can be expected.  Each case study should be designed in advance with realistic goals, and with a mutually agreeable plan for participants to seek post-participation assistance or support in study-related areas from authorized service providers.
A. Guidelines for Case Studies

Documentation

Fellows conducting case studies should obtain comprehensive background information on the participant, and carefully record findings and observations made during each case study session.  The following categories of information have been compiled as basic participant documentation guidelines.  The Session Summary Form can be used as a guideline.  You can download a copy of the form from http://www.wright.edu/lwd/IGERTFellowsInformation.html.
Background Information:  Initial intake and background information on family to include family members, ages and disabilities.

Description:  Description of the individual and their diagnosis.  Some questions to consider is how old is the diagnosis and how was it derived.

Limitations:  Document their abilities and functional limitations (objective oriented):  Sensory, Motor, Cognitive or other.

Documentation:  IEPs or other

Personality Description:  Likes/dislikes; Interests

Social Relationships:  Family, friends, teachers, other peers

Environment:  Description of their environment to include home, work or school.  Specifics of environment pertinent to the problem (i.e. computer hardware, location of technologies, noise levels, etc)
Past Treatments:  What has been tried.  What aspects worked or failed.  
Current treatments:  Include training, assistive technology; device type, model, brand; Likes/Dislikes

Case Study Design

Where case studies are aimed at addressing specific problems or limitations experienced by a participant, the following steps are suggested for formulating an approach and designing a study plan.  
Solution Planning:  

Problem statement


Goals of the case study


Objectives: what is success?


Preferences of family for solution type/etc


Requirements analysis

Technologies


Research procedures


Solutions considered


Justification for acceptance or rejection of solution


Resources for accomplishing 

Technologies available


Financial resources

Study Plan:

Specific objectives


Planned interventions


Time frame and endpoints


Post-study participant plans/referrals


Data to be collected


Reporting 

