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Acquisition of Vocabulary Standard
Students acquire vocabulary through
exposure to languaye-rich stuaions
such as reading booksand other texts
and conva'sing with adults and peers.
They use context clues, aswell as
direct explanaionsprovided by others,
to gan new words They learn to apply
word andysis skills to build and extend
ther won vocabulary. As students
progress throughthegrades, they
become more proficient in applying
thar knowedgeof words(origins
pats, relationdhips meanings) to
acquire speciaized vocabulary that aids
comprehenson.

By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

A. Use context clues and text structures
to determinethe meaning of new
vocabulary.

B. Examinethereationsipsof
andogica statementsto infer word
meanings

C. Recognize theimportance and
fundion of figurative languaye

D. Explain how different events have
influenced and changed the English
language

E. Apply knowledgeof roots and
affixes to determinethe meaningsof
complex wordsand subject area
vocabulary.

F. Use multiple resources to enhance
comprehenson of vocabulary.

1. Define unknown wordsthrough
context clues and the author® use of
compaison, contrast and cause and
effect.

2. Andyze therdationshipsof par of
wordsin andogica statements (e.g.,
synonymns and antonyms, connogtion
and denotation) and infer word
meaningsfrom these relationships

3. Infer theliteral andfigurative
meaning of words an phrases and
discuss thefundion of figurative
languaye, induding metaphors, smiles,
idioms and puns

4. Examine and discuss ways historical
events have influenced the English
language

5. Use knowedgeof Greek, Latin and
Anglo-Saxonroots, prefixes and
suffixes to undestand complex words
and new subject-area vocabulary (e.g.,
unknown wordsin science,
mathematics and sodia studies).

6. Determinethe meaningsand
pronungationsof unknown words by
usngdictionaies, thesauruses,
glossaries, technology and textud
features, such as definitiond foototes
or sidebas.
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Concepts of Print, Comprehension
Strategies and Self-Monitoring
Strategies Standard

Students develop and learn to apply
strategies that hdp them to comprehend
and interpret informationd and literary
texts. Reading andlearningtoread are
problem solving processes tha require
strategies for thereader to make sense
of written language and remain
engaged with texts. Beginnasdevelop
basic conaepts aboutprint (e.g., that
print holds meaning) and how books
work (e.g., text organization). As
strategic reade's, studentslearn to
andyze and evaluae texts to
demondrate ther undestanding of text.
Additiondly, students learn to self-
monitor ther own comprehenson by
asking and answering questionsabout
thetext, self-correcting errors and
assessing thar own undestanding.
They apply these strategies effectively
to assigned and self-selected texts read
in and out of the classroom

By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

A. Apply reading comprehengon
strategies to undestand grade-
appropriate text.

B. Demondrate comprehengon of print
and electronic text by responding to
guestions(e.g., literd, inferential,
evaluative and synthesizing).

C. Use appropriate self-monitoring
strategies for comprehenson.

12C

1. Apply reading comprehengon
strategies, induding making
predictions comparing and contrasting,
recalling and summarizing and making
inferences and drawing condusons

2. Answer litera, inferential, evaluaive
and synthesizing questionsto
demondrate comprehenson of grade-
appropriate print texts and electronic
and visud media.

3. Monitor own comprehenson by
adjuging speed to fit the pumpos, or by
skimming, scanning, reading on,
looking back, note taking or
summarizing wha has been read so far
in text.

4. Use criteriato choo® indgpendent
reading materials (e.g., persond
interest, knowedgeof authors and
genres or recommendaionsfrom
others).

5. Indgpendently read booksfor various
purposes (e.g., for enjoyment, for
literary experience, to gain information
or to paform atask).
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Informational, Technical and
Persuasve Text standard

Students gan information from reading
for purposes of learning abouta
subject, doing ajob, making decisions
and accomplishing atask. Students
need to apply thereading process to
varioustypes of informationd texts,
induding essays, magazines,
newspapers, textbooks ingruction
manuds, consumer and workplace
doauments, reference materials,
multimedia and el ectronic resources.
They learn to attend to text features,
such astitles, subtitlesand visud aids
to make predictionsand build text
knowledge They learnto read
diagrams, chats, graphs mapsand
displays in text as sources of additiond
information. Students use their
knowledgeof text structure to organize
content information, andyze it and
draw inferences fromit. Strategic
readers learn to recognize arguments,
bias, stereotyping and propagandain
informationd text sources.

By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

A. Evaluae how features and
characteristics make information
accessible and usable and how
structures hdp authors achieve thar
purpOEs.

B. Identify examples of rhetorical
devicesand valid and invdid
inferences, and explain how authors use
these devices to achieve thar purmposes
and reach ther intended audiences.

C. Andyze whether graphics
supplement textud information and
promote the author@ purpos.

D. Explain and andyze how an author
appealsto an audience and developsan
argument or viewpoint in text.

E. Utilize multiple sources pertaining to
asingular topic to critiquethevarious
ways authors develop therr ideas (e.g.,
treatment, scopeand organization).
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1. Identify and unde'stand
organizationd paterns(e.g., cause-
effect, problem-solution) and
techniques, induding repdtition of
idess, syntax and word choice, tha
authors use to accomplish thar pumpos
and reach ther intend audience.

2. Critiquethe treatment, scopeand
organization of ideas from multiple
sources on the same topic.

3. Andyze information foundin maps
charts, tables, graphs diagrams,
cutaways and overlays.

4. Assess the adeguecy, accuracy and
appropriateness of an author@ details,
identifying persuasive techniques (e.g.,
bandwagon, testimonial, trander,
glittering generalities, emotiond word
repdition, bat and switch) and
examples of propaganda bias and
stereotyping.

5. Andyze an author@ implicit and
explicit argument, perspective or
viewpoint in text.

6. Andyze the author® devel opment of
key points to suppot argument or point
of view.
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By theend of the 8 B 10 program,

studentswill . . .
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7. Compare and contrast the
effectiveness of thefeatures (eg.,
format, sequence, headers) usdin
variousconsumer doauments (e.g.,
warranties, produd information,
ingructiond materias), fundiond or
workplace doauments (e.g., job-related
materials, memoranda indructiong
and public doauments (e.g., speeches or
newspgper editorials).

8. Identify thefeatures of rhetorical
devices used in common types of
public doauments, induding newspgper
editorials and speeches.
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Literary Text Standard

Students enhance their undestanding
of thehuman story by reading literary
texts that represent a variety of authorG3
culturesand eras. They learn to apply
thereading process to thevarious
genres of literature, induding fables,
folk tales, short stories, novds, podry
anddrama. They demondrate ther
comprehenson by describing and
discussing the elements of literature
(e.g., setting, character and plot),
andyzing the author@® use of languaye
(e.g., word choice andfigurative
language), compaing and contrasting
texts, inferring theme and meaning and
respondngto text in critical and
creative ways. Strategic readerslearn
to explain, andyze and critiqueliterary
text to achieve degp undestanding.

By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

A. Andyze interactionsbetween
charactersin literary text and how the
interactionsaffect the plot.

B. Explain and andyze how the context
of setting and the author@ choice of
point of view impact aliterary text.

C. ldentify the structural elements of
the plot and explain how an author
developsconflicts and plot to pace
eventsin literary text.

D. Identify similar recurring themes
across different works.

E. Andyzetheuse of agenreto
express atheme or topic.

F. Identify and andyze how an author
usesfigurative language, sounddevices
and literary techniques to shapeplot,
set meaning and develop tone

G. Explain techniques used by authors
to develop style.

12¢

1. Identify and explain an authar® use
of direct and indirect characterization,
and ways in which characters reveal
traits aboutthemselves, induding
diaect, dramatic monologues and
soliloquies.

2. Andyze theinfluence of settingin
relation to other literary elements.

3. Identify ways in which authors use
conflicts, paralel plots and subplotsin
literary texts.

4. Evaluaethepoint of view used in a
literary text.

5. Interpret universal themes across
different works by the same author and
different authars.

6. Andyze how an author@ choice of
genre affects the expression of atheme
or topic.

7. Explain howforeshadowing and
flashback are used to shgpeplotina
literary text.

8. Defineand identify types of irony,
induding verbd, situaiond and
dramatic, used in literary texts.

9. Andyze ways in which the author
conveys mood and tonethroughword
choice, figurative language and syntax.
10. Explain how authors use symbols to
create broader meanings
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By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

11.1dentify sounddevices, induding

dliteration, assonance, connance and
onometopoeaa, usked in literary texts.
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Writing Process Standard
StudentsOwriting developswhen they
regularly engagein the major phases of
thewriting process. Thewriting
process indudes the phases of
prewriting, drafting, revising and
editing and publishing. They learn to
plan thar writing for different purposes
and audiences. They learn to apply
thar writing skillsin increasingly
sophisticated ways to create and
produce compostionstha reflect
effective word and grammatical
choices. Studentsdeveloprevision
strategies to improve the content,
organization and languaye of ther
writing. Students also develop editing
skillsto improvewriting conventions

By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

A. Formulate writing ideas and identify
atopic appropriate to the purpos and
audience.

B. Determinetheusefulness of
organizers and apply appropriate pre-
writing tasks.

C. Userevision strategies to improve
thestyle, variety of sentence structure,
clarity of thecontrolling ideg, logic,
effectiveness of word choice and
trangtionsbetween paragraphs
passages or idess.

D. Edit to improve sentence fluency,
grammar and usage

E. Apply toolsto judgethequdity of
writing.

F. Prepare writing for publcation that
islegible, follows an appropriate
format and uses techniques such as
electronic resources and graphics.

12t

1. Generate writing ideas through
discussions with others and from
printed material, and keep alist of
writing idess.

2. Determinethe ussfulness of and
apply appropriate pre-writing tasks
(e.g., backgroundreading, interviews or
surveys).

3. Establish and develop aclear thesis
statement for informationd writingor a
clear plan or outlinefor narative
writing.

4. Determinea purpos and audience
and plan strategies (e.g., adaptations
focus content structure and point of
view) to address pumpos and audience.
5. Use organizationd strategies (e.g.,
notes and outlines) to plan writing.

6. Organize writingto create a cohaent
whole with an effective and engaging
introdudion, bodyand conduson, and
aclosng sentence tha summarizes,
extendsor elaborates on points or ideas
in thewriting.

7. Use avariety of sentence structures
and lengths(e.g., smple, compound
and complex sentences; paralle or
repditive sentence structure).
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By theend of the 8 B 10 program,

studentswill . . .

12¢

8. Use paragraph form in writing,
induding topic sentences tha arrange
paagraphsin alogical sequence, usng
effective trangtionsand closng
sentences and maintaining cohaence
across thewhole throughthe use of
paalld structure.

9. Use precise languaye, actionverbs
sensory details, colorful modifiers and
style as appropriate to audience and
purpose and use techniques to convey a
persond style and voice.

10. Use available technology to
compose text.

11. Reread and andyze clarity of
writing, consstently of point of view
and effectiveness of organizationd
structure.

12. Add and ddete information and
details to better elaborate on stated
central ideaand more effectively
accomplish pumpo=.

13. Rearrangewords sentences and
paragraphs and add trandtiond words
and phrasesto clarify meaning and
maintain consstent style, toneand
voice.
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By theend of the 8 B 10 program,

studentswill . . .

14. Useresources and reference
materias (e.g., dictionaiesand
thesauruses) to select effective and
precise vocabulary tha maintains
congstent style, toneand voice.

15. Proofread writing, edit to improve
conventions(e.g., grammar, spdling,
punduation and capitalization), identify
and correct fragments and run-onsand
eliminae ingoproprate slang or
informal languaye

16. Apply tools (e.g., rubric, checklist
and feedback) to judgethe qudity of
writing.

17.Prepae for publication (e.g., for
display or for sharing with others)
writing tha follows a manuscript form
appropriate for the purpose which
could indude such techniques as
electronic resources, prindples of
design (e.g., margins tabs spacing and
columns) and graphics (e.g., drawings
charts and graphg to enhance thefind
produd.



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARD

GradeDNinth
Standad

Benchmark

Indicators

Writing Applications Standard
Students need to undestand tha
varioustypes of writing require
different language, formatting and
specia vocabulary. Writing serves
many purmposs across the curriculum
and takes variousforms. Beginning
writers learn aboutthe variouspurposes
of writing; they attempt and use a small
rangeof familiar forms (e.g., letters).
Developing writers are able to select
text formsto suit purpose and audience.
They can explain why some text forms
are more suited to a purpo<e than others
and begin to use content-specific
vocabulary to achieve thar
communication gods. Proficient
writers control effectively thelanguage
and structural features of alarge
repertoire of text forms. They
ddiberately choos vocabulary to
enhance text and structure thar writing
according to audience and purpo<.

By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

A. Compos naratives tha establish a
specific setting, plot and a congstent
point of view, and develop characters
by usng sensory details and conaete
language

B. Writeresponssto literature tha
extend beyondthe summary and
suppot referencesto thetext, other
works, other authors or to persond
knowledge

C. Produce letters (e.g., busness, letters
to the editor, job applicationg tha
follow the conventiond style
appropriate to thetext, indude
appropriate details and inconsstendes.
D. Use doaumented textud evidenceto
judify interpretationsof literature or to
suppot aresearch topic.

E. Write a persuasive piece tha states a
clear postion, induderelevant
information and offers compdling
evidence in theform of factsand
details.

12¢

1. Write narratives that:

a. sudain reader interest by pacing
action and devel oping an engaging plot
(e.g., tendon and sugpense);\

b. use arangeof strategies and literary
devicesinduding figurative languaye
and specific narration; and,

c. indudean organized, well developad
structure.

2. Writerespongs to literature that
organize an indghtful interpretation
aroundseveral clear ideas, premises or
images and suppot judgnents with
specific references to theorigind text,
to other texts, authors andto prior
knowledge

3. Write busness |etters, letters to the
editor and job applicationsthat:

a. address audience needs, stated
purpose and context in aclear and
efficient manne;

b. follow the conventiond style
appropriate to thetext usng prope
technical terms,

c. indudeappropriate facts and details;
d. excludeextraneousdetails and
incongstendes; and

e. providea sense of cloaureto the
writing.
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By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

4. Writeinformationd essays or
reports, induding research tha:

a. poxrelevant andtightly drawn
guestionstha engagethereader;

b. providea clear and accurate
perspective on the subject;

C. create an organizing structure
appropriate to the purpos, audience
and context;

d. suppot themain ideas with facts,
details, examples and explanaions
from sources; and

e. doaument sources and indude
bibliographies

5. Write persuasive compostionsthat:
a. establish and develop a controlling
ides;

b. suppot arguments with detailed
evidence;

c. excludeirrelevant information to the
writing.

d. cite sources of information.

6. Produce informal writings(e.g.,
joumds, notes and poems) for various
purpOEs.
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Writing Conventions Standard
Students learn to master writing
conventionsthroughexposure to good
modds and oppotunities for practice.
Writing conventionsindudespdling,
punduaion, grammar and othe
conventionsassodated with forms of
written text. They learn the purposes of
punduation: to clarify sentence
meaning and hdp readers know how
writing mightsoundaoud. They
develop and extend their undestanding
of thespdling system, usng arangeof
strategies for spdling words correctly
and usng newly learned vocabulary in
thar writing. They grow more skillful
at usng thegrammatical structures of
English to effectively communicate
ideas in writing and to express
themselves.

By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

A. Use correct spdling conventions

B. Use correct punduaion and
capitalization.

C. Demondrate undestanding of the
grammatical conventionsof the English
language

13C

1. Use correct spdling conventions

2. Use correct capitalization and
pundudion.

3. Use clauses (e.g., main, subordinae)
and phrases (e.g., gerund, infinitive,
paticipial).

4. Use paallel structure to present
itemsin a series and items juxtaposed
for emphasis.

5. Use prope placement of modifiers.
6. Maintain theuse of appropriate verb
tenses.
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Research Standard

Students defineand investigate self-
selected or assignal issues, topics and
problems. They locate, select and
make use of relevant informationfrom
avariety of media, reference and
technological sources. Students use an
appropriate form to communicate thar
findings

By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

A. Formulate open-ended research
questionssuitable for investigation and
adjud questionsas necessary while
research is condudced.

B. Evauae theusefulness and
credibility of daa and sources.

C. Organize information from various
resources and select appropriate
sources to suppot central idess,
congepts and themes.

D. Use style guides to produe ora and
written reports that give prope credit
for sources (e.g., words, idess, images
and information) andindudean
acceptable format for source
acknowedgament.

E. Communicate findings reportingon
the substance and processes orally,
visudly and in writing or through
multimedia.
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1. Compos open-ended questionsfor
research, assigned or persond interest,
and modify questionsas necessary
during inqury andinvestigation to
narow thefocusor extend the
investigaion.

2. ldentify appropriate sources and
gahe relevant informationfrom
multiple sources (e.g., school library
catalogs online daabases, electronic
resources and I nternet-based
resources).

3. Determinethe accuracy of sources
and the creditability of the author by
andyzing the sourcesOvalidity (e.q.,
authornty, accuracy, objectivity,
publication date and coverage, etc.).
4. Compile and organize important
information and select appropriate
sources to suppot central idess,
congepts and themes.

5. Integrate quottionsand citations
into written text to maintain aflow of
idess.

6. Use style guidesto produe ora and
written reports that give prope credit
for sources and indudean acceptable
format for source acknowiedgament.
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By theend of the 8 B 10 program,
studentswill . ..

7. Use avariety of communication
techniques, induding oral, visud,
written or multimediareports, to
present information tha suppots a
clear postion aboutthetopic or
research question and to maintain an
appropriate bdance between researched
information and origind idess.
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Communications: Oral and Visual
Standard

Students learn to communicate
effectively throughexposure to goad
modds and oppotunities for practice.
By speaking, listening and providing
and interpreting visud images, they
learn to apply their communication
skillsin increasingly sophisticated
ways. Students learn to ddiver
presentationsthat effectively convey
information and persuade or entertain
audiences. Proficient speakers control
language and ddiberately choo®
vocabulary to clarify points and adjus
presentationsaccording to audience and
purpoxe.

By theend of the8-10 program,
students willE

A. Use avariety of strategiesto
enhance listening comprehenson.

B. Andyze thetechniques used by
speakers and media to influence an
audience, and evaluae the effect this
has onthe credibility of a speaker or
media message.

C. Evauae thecontent and purpo< of
a presentation by andyzing the
languaye and ddivery choices made by
a speaker.

D. Demondrate an undestanding of
effective speaking strategies by
selecting appropriate languaye and
adjuging presentation techniques.

E. Giveinformationd presentations
tha presentideasin alogical sequence
induderelevant facts and detailsfrom
multiple sources and use a consstent
organizationd structure.

F. Provide persuasive presentationsthat
use varied speaking techniques and
strategies and indudea clear
controllingidea or thesis.

G. Give presentationsusng a variety of
ddivery methods visud displays and
technology.

13¢:

1. Apply active listening strategies (e.g.
monitoring messagefor clarity,
selecting and organizing essential
information, noting cues such as
changesin pace) in avariety of
settings

2. ldentify types of arguments used by
the speaker, such as authority and
appealsto emotion.

3. Andyze the credibility of the
spesker (e.g. hidden agendas, dlanted or
biased material) and recognize fallacies
of reasoning used in presentationsand
media messages.

4. | dentify the spesker@ choice of
language and ddivery styles (e.g.
repdition, appeal to emotion, eye
contact) and explain howthey
contribute to meaning.

5. Demondrate an undestanding of the
rules and the English languaye and
select languaye appropriate to purpose
and audience.

6. Adjud volume, phrasing,
enundation, voice modulation and
inflecting to stress important ideas and
impact audience respon.

7. Vary languae choices as appropriate
to the context of the speech.
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By theend of the8-10 program,
students willE

8. Deliver informationd presentations
(e.g. expostory, research) tha:

a. demondrate an undestanding of the
topic and present events or ideasin a
logical sequence;

b. suppot thecontrollingideaor thesis
with well-chosen and relevant facts,
details, examples, quottions statistics,
stories and anecdotes;

c. indudean effective introdudion and
conduson and use aconsstent
organizationd structure (e.g. cause-
effect, compare-contrast, problem-
solution);

d. use appropriate visud materials (e.q.
diagrams, chats, illugrationg and
available technology to enhance
presentation; and

e. draw from multiple sources,
induding both primary and seconday
sources, and identify sources used.

9. Deliver formal and informal
descriptive presentationstha convey
relevant information and descriptive.
10. Déliver persuasive presentations
tha:

a. establish and develop alogica and
controlled argument;
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By theend of the8-10 program,

students willE

13t

b. induderelevant evidence,
differentiating between evidence and
opinion, to suppot apostion andto
address couner-arguments or listener
bias;

C. UL pasuasive strategies, such as
rhetorical devices, anecdotes and
appeals to emotion, authority and
reason;

d. use common organizationd
structures as appropriate (e.g. cause-
effect, compare-contrast, problem-
solution); and

e. use speaking techniques (e.g.
reasoning, emotiond appedl, case
studies or andogies).



