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Standad Benchmark Indicators
By theend of the4 D7 program,
studentswill . . .

Acquisition of Vocabulary Standard
Students acquire vocabulary exposure
to languae-rich situaions such as
reading booksand other texts and
convasing with adults and peers. They
use context clues, aswell asdirect
explanaionsprovided by others, to
gan new words They learn to apply
word andysis skills to build and extend
ther own vocabulary. As students
progress throughthegrades, they
become more proficient in applying
thar knowedgeof words(origins
pats, relationdhips meaningg to
acquire speciaized vocabulary that aids
comprehenson.

A. Use context clues and text structures
to determinethe meaning of new
vocabulary.

B. Infer word meaning through
identification and andysis of andogies
and other word relationships

C. Apply knowledgeof connottion
and denotation to learn the meaningsof
words

D. Use knowedgeof symbols,
acronyms, word originsand derivations
to determine the meaningsof unknown
words

E. Use knowledgeof roots and affixes
to determine the meaningsof complex
words

F. Use multiple resources to enhance
comprehenson of vocabulary.
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1. Definethe meaning of unknown
wordsthroughcontext clues and the
authorsQuse of comparison, contrast,
definition, restatement and example.

2. Apply knowledgeof connottion and
denotation to determinethe meaning of
words

3. Infer word meaningsthrough the
identification of andogies and other
word relationdhips induding synonyns
and antonyrs.

4. Interpret metaphors and similesto
undestand new uses of wordsand
phrasesin text.

5. Recognize and use wordsfrom othe
languaes that have been adopted into
the English language

6. Use knowedgeof Greek, Latin and
Anglo-Saxonroots and affixes to
understand vocabulary.

7. Use knowedgeof symbols and
acronyns to identify whole words

8. Determinethe meaningsand
pronungationsof unknown words by
usngdictionaies, thesauruses,
glossaries, technology and textud
features, such as definitiond footnaotes
or sidebas.
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Concepts of Print, Comprehension
Strategies and Self-Monitoring
Strategies Standard

Students develop and learn to apply
strategies that hdp them to comprehend
and interpret informationd and literary
texts. Reading andlearningtoread are
problem solving processes tha require
strategies for thereader to make sense
of written language and remain
engaged with texts. Beginnasdevelop
basic conaepts aboutprint (e.g., that
print holds meaning) and how books
work (e.g., text organization). As
strategic reade's, studentslearn to
andyze and evaluae texts to
demondrate ther undestanding of text.
Additiondly, students learn to self-
monitor ther own comprehenson by
asking and answering questionsabout
thetext, self-correcting errors and
assessing thar own undestanding.
They apply these strategies effectively
to assigned and self-selected texts read
in and out of the classroom

A. Determine a purpose for reading and
use arangeof reading comprehenson
strategies to better undestand text.

B. Apply effective reading
comprehengon strategies, induding
summarizing and making predictionsin
text, between text and across subject
areas.

C. Make meaning throughasking and
respondngto avariety of questions
related to text.

D. Apply self-monitoring strategies to
clarify confuson abouttext andto
monitor comprehenson.
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1. Establish and adjug purposes for
reading, indudingto find out, to
undestand, to interpret, to enjoy and to
solve problems.

2. Predict or hypothesize as appropriate
frominformationin thetext,
subgantiating with specific references
to textud examplestha may bein
widdy separated sectionsof text.

3. Make critical comparisonsacross
text, noting author@ style as well as
literal and implied content of text.

4. Summarize theinformationin texts,
usng key ideas, suppoting details and
referencing ggpsor contradictions

5. Select, create and use graphic
organizersto interpret textud
information.

6. Answer litera, inferential, evaluative
and synthesizing questionsto
demondrate comprehenson of grade-
appropriate print texts and el ectronic
and visud media.

7. Monitor own comprehenson by
adjuging speed to fit the purpose, or by
skimming, scanning, reading on,
looking back, note taking or
summarizing wha has been read so far
in text.
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8. Use criteriato choo® indgpendent
reading materials (e.g. pesond

interest, knowedgeof authors and
genres or recommendaionsfrom
others).

9. Indgpendently read booksfor various
purposes (e.g. for enjoyment, for
literary experience, to gain information
or to paform atask).
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Informational, Technical and
Persuasive Text Standard

Students gan information from reading
for purposes of learning abouta
subject, doing ajob, making decisions
and accomplishing atask. Students
need to apply thereading process to
varioustypes of informationd texts,
induding essays, magazines,
newspapers, textbooks ingruction
manuds, consumer and workplace
doauments, reference materials,
multimedia and el ectronic resources.
They learn to attend to text features,
such astitles, subtitlesand visud aids
to make predictionsand build text
knowledge They learn to read
diagrams, chats, graphs mapsand
displays in text as sources of additiond
information. Students use their
knowledgeof text structure to organize
content information, andyze it and
draw inferences fromit. Strategic
readers learn to recognize arguments,
bias, stereotyping and propagandain
informationd text sources.

A. Use text features and graphics to
organize, andyze and draw inferences
from content and to gan additiond
information.

B. Recognize the difference between
cause and effect and fact and opinionto
andyze text.

C. Explain how main ideas connect to
each other in avariety of sources.

D. ldentify arguments and persuasive
techniques used in informationd text.
E. Explain thetreatment, scopeand
organization of ideas from different
text to draw condusonsaboutatopic.
F. Determinethe extent to which a
summary accurately reflects themain
ides, critical details and undelying
meaning of origind text.
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1. Use text features, such as chgpter
titles, headingsand subhexdings pats
of booksindudingindex, appendix,
table of contents and onlinetools
(search engines) to locate information.
2. Andyze examples of cause and
effects and fact and opinion.

3. Compare and contrast different
sources of information, indudng
books magazines, newspgoers and
onlineresources, to draw condusons
aboutatopic.

4. Compare origind text to asummary
to determinethe extent to which the
summary adequaely reflectsthemain
idess, critical details and undelying
meaning of theorigind text.

5. Andyze information foundin maps
chats, tables, graphs diagrams,
cutaways and overlays.

6. Assess theadequecy, accuracy and
appropriateness of an author@ details,
identifying persuasive techniques and
examples of bias and stereotyping.

7. |dentify an author® purpose for
writing and explain an author@
argument, perspective or viewpointin
text.

8. Compare thetreatment, scopeand
organization of ideas different texts on
the same topic.
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Literary Text Standard

Students enhance their undestanding
of thehuman story by reading literary
texts tha represent avariety of authors,
cultures and eras. They learn to apply
thereading process to thevarious
genres of literature, induding fables,
folk tales, short stories, novds, podry
and drama. They demondrate thar
comprehenson by describing and
discussing the elements of literature
(e.g. setting, character and plot),
andyzing the author@ use of languaye
(e.g. word choice andfigurative
language), compaing and contrasting
texts, inferring theme and meaning and
respondngto text in critical and
creative ways. Strategic readers learn to
explain, andyze and critiqueliterary
text to achieve degp undestanding.

A. Describeand andyze the elements
of character development.

B. Andyze theimportance of setting.
C. ldentify the elements of plot and
establish a connection between an
element and afuture event.

D. Differentiate between the points of
view in narative text.

E. Demongrate comprehenson by
inferring themes, paternsand symbols.
F. Identify smilarities and differences
of variousliterary forms and genres.
G. Explain howfigurative languaye
expresses ideas and conveys mood.
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1. Explain interactionsand conflicts
(e.g. chaacter vs. sdlf, nature or
sodety) beween main and minaor
charactersin literary text and how the
interactionsaffect the plot.

2. Andyze thefeatures of the setting
and thar importance in atext.

3. Identify themain and minor events
of the plot, and explain how each
inddent givesrise to thenext.

4. |dentify and compare subjective and
objective points of view and how they
affect theoverall body of awork.

5. ldentify recurring themes, paterns
and symbols foundin literature from
different eras and culture.

6. Explain the defining characteristics
of literary forms and genres, induding
podry, drama, myths biographies,
autobiographies, science fiction, fiction
and nonfiction.

7. Interpret how moodor meaningis
conveyed throughword choice,
figurative language and syntax.
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Writing Process Standard
StudentsOwriting developswhen they
regularly engagein the major phases of
thewriting process. Thewriting
process indudes the phases of
prewriting, drafting, revising and
editing and publishing. They learn to
plan thar writing for different purposes
and audiences. They learn to apply
thar writing skillsin increasingly
sophisticated ways to create and
produce compostionstha reflect
effective word and grammatical
choices. Students develop revision
strategies to improve the content,
organization and languaye of ther
writing. Students also develop editing
skillsto improvewriting conventions

A. Generate writing topics and
establish a purmpo< appropriate for the
audience.

B. Determine audience and purpose for
self-selected and assigned writing
tasks.

C. Clarify ideas for writing assgnments
by ugng graphics or other organizers.
D. Userevision strategies to improve
theoverall organization, theclarity and
congstency of ideas within and among
paagraphsand thelogic and
effectiveness of word choices.

E. Select more effective vocabulary
when editing by usngavariety of
resources and reference materials.

F. Edit to improve fluency, grammar
and usge

G. Apply toolsto judgethe qudity of
writing.

H. Prepae writing for publication tha
islegible follows an appropriate format
and uses techniques such as electronic
resources and graphics.

9€

1. Generate writing ideas through
discussions with others and from
printed material, and keep alist of
writing idess.

2. Condud backgroundreading,
interviews or surveys when
appropriate.

3. Establish athesis statement for
informationd writing or plan for
narative writing.

4. Determinea purpose and audience.
5. Use organizationd strategies (e.g.
rough outlines, diagrams, maps, webs
and Venn diagrams) to plan writing.
6. Organize writing with an effective
and engaging introdudion, bodyand a
condudontha summarizes, extendsor
elaborates on points or ideas in writing.
7.Vary smple, compoundand
complex sentence structures.

8. Grouprelated ideas into paragraphs
induding topic sentences following
paragraph form, and maintain a
congstent focus across paragraphs

9. Use prZcislanguaye, actionverbs
senory details, colorful modifiers and
style as appropriate to audience and
pumpose.

10. Use available technology to
compose text.
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11. Reread and andyze clarity of
writing.

12. Add and ddete information and
details to better elaborate on a stated
central idea and to more effectively
accomplish pumpo=.

13. Rearrangewords sentences and
paagraphs and add trandtiond words
and phrasesto clarify meaning.

14. Useresources and reference
materias (e.g. dictionaies and
thesauruses) to select more effective
vocabulary.

15. Proofread writing, edit to improve
conventions(e.g. grammar, spdling,
punduaion and capitalizationg and
identify and correct fragments and run-
ons

16. Apply tools (e.g. rubric, checklist
and feedback) to judgethe qudity of
writing.

17.Prepaefor publication (e.g. for
display or for sharing with others)
writing that follows aformat
appropriate to the purpose, usng such
techniques as electronic resources,
princples of design (e.g. margins tabs
spacing and columng) and graphics
(e.g. drawings charts and graphg to
enhance thefind produd.
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Writing Applications Standard
Students need to undestand tha
varioustypes of writing require
different language, formatting and
specia vocabulary. Writing serves
many purmposs across the curriculum
and takes variousforms. Beginning
writers learn aboutthe variouspurposes
of writing; they attempt and use a small
rangeof familiar forms (e.g. letters).
Developing writers are able to select
text formsto suit purpose and audience.
They can explain why some text forms
are more suited to a purpo<e than others
and begin to use content-specific
vocabulary to achieve thar
communication gods. Proficient
writers control effectively thelanguage
and structural features of alarge
repertoire of text forms. They
ddiberately choos vocabulary to
enhance text and structure thar writing
according to audience and purpo<.

A. Use narative strategies (e.g.
dialogueand action) to develop
chaacters, plot and setting and to
maintain a congstent point of view.

B. Writeresponssto literature tha
extend beyond the summary and
suppot judgments throughreferences
to thetext.

C. Produce letters (e.g. bugness, letters
to the editor, job applicationg tha
address audience needs stated purpose
and context in aclear and efficient
manng'.

D. Produe informationd essays or
reportstha convey aclear and accurate
perspective and suppot themain ideas
with facts, details, examples and
explanaions

E. Use pearsuasive strategies, induding
establishing a clear postionin suppot
of apropostion or aproposl with
organized and relevant evidence.
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1. Write narratives tha maintain a clear
focusand point of view anduse
senory details and dialogueto develop
plot, character and a specific setting.

2. Writerespongs to novds, stories,
poems and plays tha providean
interpretation, a critiqueor areflection
and suppott judgmrrents with specific
references to thetext.

3. Write busness letters tha are
formatted to convey idess, state
problems, make requests or give
compliments.

4. Writeinformationd essays or
reports, induding research, tha present
aliteral undestanding of thetopic,
indudespecific facts, details and
examples from multiple sources, and
create an organizing structure
appropriate to the purpos, audience
and context.

5. Write persuasive essays tha
establish a clear postionand indude
relevant information to suppot idess.
6. Produce informal writing (e.g.
joumds, notes and poems) for various
purpOEs.



ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS STANDARD

Gradeb Seventh

Standad Benchmark Indicators
By theend of the4 D7 program,
studentswill . . .

Writing Conventions Standard
Students learn to master writing
conventionsthroughexposure to good
modds and oppotunities for practice.
Writing conventionsindudespdling,
punduaion, grammar and othe
conventionsassodated with forms of
written text. They learn the purpo<e of
punduation: to clarify sentence
meaning and hdp readers know how
writing mightsoundaoud. They
develop and extend their undestanding
of thespdling system, usng arangeof
strategies fro spdling words correctly
and usng newly learned vocabulary in
thar writing. They grow more skillful
at usng thegrammatical structures of
English to effectively communicate
ideas in writing and to express
themselves.

A. Use correct spdling conventions

B. Use conventionsof punduaion and
capitalizationin written work.

C. Use grammatical structuresto
effectively communicate ideasin
writing.
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1. Spdl high-frequency words
correctly.

2. Use commas, end marks,
apodrophes and quotation marks
correctly.

3. Use semicolons colons hyphens
dashes and brackets correctly.

4. Use correct capitalization.

5. Usedl eightparts of speech (e.g.,
noun,pronoun verb, adverb, adjective,
conjundion, prepostion, interjection).
6. Use dependent and interdependent
clauses.

7. Use subject-verb agreement with
collective nouns inddinite pronouns
compoundsubjects and prepostiond
phrases.

8. Conjugae regular and irregular verbs
in all tenses correctly.
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Research Standard

Students defineand investigate self-
selected or assigned issues, topics and
problems. They locate, select and
make use of relevant informationfrom
avariety of media, reference and
technological sources. Students use an
appropriate form to communicate thar
findings

A. Formulate open-ended research
guestionssuitable for inquiry and
investigaion and develop a plan for
gathering information.

B. Locate and summarize important
information from multiple sources.

C. Organize informationin a systematic
way.

D. Acknowedgequoted and
paaphrased information and doaument
sources used.

E. Communicate findingsorally,
visudly and in writing or through
multimedia.
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1. Generate atopic, assigned or
persond interest, and open-ended
guestionsfor research and develop a
plan for gahering information.

2. ldentify appropriate sources and
gahe relevant informationfrom
multiple sources (e.g., school library
catalogs online daabases, e ectronic
resources and I nternet-based
resources).

3. Identify and explain theimportance
of validity in sources, induding
publication dae, coverage, languaye
points of view, and describe primary
and seconday sources.

4. Select an appropriate structure for
organizing information in a systematic
way (e.g., nates, outlines, chats, tables
and graphic organizers).

5. Andyze and organize important
information, and select appropriate
sources to suppot central idess,
congepts and themes.

6. Integrate quottionsand citations
into written text to maintain aflow of
idess.
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7. Use an appropriate form of
doaumentation, with teacher assistance,
to acknowledgesources (e.g.,
bibliography, works cited).

8. Use avariety of communication
techniques, induding oral, visud,
written or multimediareports, to
present information tha suppots a
clear postion with organized and
relevant evidence aboutthetopic or
research question.
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Communications: Oral and visual
Standard

Students learn to communicate
effectively throughexposure to good
modds and oppotunities for practice.
By speaking, listening and providing
and interpreting visud images, they
learn to apply their communication
skillsin increasingly sophisticated
ways. Studentslearn to ddiver
presentationsthat effectively convey
information and persuade or entertain
audiences. Proficient speakers control
language and ddiberately choo®
vocabulary to clarify points and adjus
presentationsaccording to audience and
purpoxe.

A. Use effective listening strategies,
summarize magjor ideas and draw
logical inferences from presentations
and visud media.

B. Explain a spesker@ point of view
and use of persuasive techniquesin
presentationsand visud media.

C. Vary languaye choice and use
effective presentation techniques,
induding voice modulation and
enundgation.

D. Select an organizationd structure
appropriate to thetopic, audience,
setting and purpo<e.

E. Presentideasin alogical sequence
and use effective introdudionsand
condusonstha guideandinform a
listener@ undestanding of key idess.
F. Give presentationsusng a variety of
ddivery methods visud materias and
technology.
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1. Demondrate active listening
strategies (e.g., asking focused
questions responding to cues, making
visud contact).

2. Draw logical inferences from
presentationsand visud media.

3. Interpret the speaker@ pumpoin
presentationsand visuad media (e.g., to
inform, to entertain, to persuade).

4. |dentify and explain the pesuasive
techniques (e.g., bandwagon,
testimonial, glittering genealities,
emotiond word repetition and bat and
switch) used in presentationsand media
messages.

5. Demondrate an undestanding of the
rules of the English languaye and select
language appropriate to purpos and
audience.

6. Adjud volume, phrasing,
enundation, voice modulation and
inflection to stress important ideas and
impact audience respon.

7. Vary language choices as appropriate
to the context of the speech.

8. Deliver informationd presentations
(e.g, expostory, research) tha:

a. demondrate an undestanding of the
topic and present events or ideasin a
logical sequence;
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b. suppot thecontrollingideaor thesis
with well-chosen and relevant facts,
details, examples, quottions statistics,
stories and anecdotes;

c. indudean effective introdudion and
conduson and use aconsstent
organizationd structure (e.g., cause-
effect, compare-contrast, problem-
solution);

d. use appropriate visud materials (e.q,
diagrams, charts, illugrationg and
available technology; and

e. draw from multiple sources and
identify sources used.

9. Deliver formal and informal
descriptive presentationstha convey
relevant information and descriptive
details.

10. Déliver persuasive presentations
tha:

a. establish a clear postion;

b. induderelevant evidence to suppot
postion and to address counter-
arguments; and

c. congstently use common
organizationd structures as appropriate
(e.g., cause-effect, compae-contrast).



