
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wright State University 

College of Science & Mathematics  Health Professions 

 

           

 
 

Winter 2008                          Programs 

Things to Know: 
 

 NEW Website:  The pre-med/pre-health website has a new look!  It 

contains a wealth of information about the different health 

professions, including medicine, dentistry, physician assistant, 

veterinary medicine, optometry, and physical therapy.  New 

information is being added every week, so please make sure to 

bookmark the site and return to it frequently!  You can visit the 

website at www.wright.edu/cosm/premed.  
 

 Spring Workshops for Applicants:  If you are planning on applying 

to professional school this summer/fall, please remember that 

workshops will be available beginning in May that will cover the 

application process, provide helpful hints on writing a personal essay, 

explain how to collect letters of recommendation, and review 

important deadlines you should be aware of.  If you are  not  currently  

  

Pre-Health 

Advising Office 

104 Biological Sciences 

775-4226 

www.wright.edu/cosm/premed 

 

Director, Pre-Health Programs 

Jacqui Neal 

Student Assistant 

Nicole Kahle 

Pre-Vet Society tours Feline Rescue Center 
by Angie Pummill 

 

The Pre-Vet Society hosted a field trip to the Exotic Feline 

Rescue Center in Centerpoint, Indiana on Dec, 3
rd
. When we 

arrived, the immediate impression of the goal of this non-profit 

organization was ultimately to care for their exotic cats.  As we 

walked through the entrance, passing the cow carcass hung by its 
leg, we learned that one cow has about 900 pounds of meat and 

that it took nearly 3,000 pounds of meat per day to feed the 185 

exotic cats. 
 

On the tour we were able to see lions, tigers, leopards, servals, 
pumas, black leopards, bobcats, and an Asian leopard cat. Most of 

the cats came right up to the fence and rubbed against it, 

sometimes trying to spray us with urine (none of us were hit!).  
The cages were impressively spacious. Built to house 5-8 large 

cats, the cages covered about 2 acres. The cats are regularly 

checked by the staff and receive excellent veterinary care through 
affil iation with the University of Illinois Vet School.  
 

While there, we helped move materials used in constructing the 

cages in order to make a space where trucks would be able to turn 

around at their new butchering facility. We worked for about five 
hours moving sheets of fencing, rolls of chain length fencing, 

skids, wood, and more. The entire trip was amazing! 

 

  

Have Questions?? 
Contact your Peer Mentors 

 

Derek Broering    broering.15@wright.edu 

   Pre-Med; WSU SOM Early Decision applicant 
 

Roger Fecher fecher.5@wright.edu 

   Pre-Med; MD/PhD applicant; Honors program 
 

Nick Squillace  squillace.2@wright.edu 

   Pre-Dent; Study Abroad 
 

Laura Bonvillan   bonvillan.3@wright.edu 

   Pre-Physical Therapy 
 

Angie Pummill   pummill.3@wright.edu 

   Pre-Vet; President Pre-Vet Club 

 

  

Are you on the pre-health listserv?  If not, 

email listserv@wright.edu and type in the body 

of the message òsubscribe cosm-pre-medó 

on the prehealth listserv, make sure you get 

your name added so that you can be informed 

of dates, times and location of the workshops. 

http://www.wright.edu/cosm/premed
http://www.wright.edu/cosm/premed
mailto:broering.15@wright.edu
mailto:fecher.5@wright.edu
mailto:squillace.2@wright.edu
mailto:bonvillan.3@wright.edu
mailto:pummill.3@wright.edu
mailto:listserv@wright.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studying Abroad        by  Nick Squillace 

PT vs. PTA     by Laura Bonvillian 
 

Looking for a mind stimulating, highly rewarding career that also has a 

strong job security?  Physical therapy might be the right career for you!  

The Wall Street Journalôs CareerJournal.com listed physical therapy as one 

of the eight best careers to have in 2006.  Physical therapists (PTs) and 

physical therapist assistants (PTAs) work together in a variety of settings to 

help improve patientsô physical impairments.  However, there are a few 

differences between the roles and responsibilities of a PT and a PTA.  The 

following information describes the main differences between the two 

occupations:   
 

Physical Therapist (PT or DPT) 
 

Education:   Doctor of Physical Therapy (transitioned from masters level) 
Average Starting Salary:  $52,000 

Responsibilities: 

 Conduct an initial evaluation of the patient and subsequent evaluations as 

treatment progresses 

 Develop an exercise or care plan to help improve the functional abilities 

of the patient 

 Treat and discharge the patient 
 

Physical Therapy Assistant (PTA) 
 

Education:  Associate Degree (2 year) 
Average Starting Salary:  $35,000 

Responsibilities:  

 Treat the patient under the supervision of a PT 

 Assist with patientôs exercises 

 Collect data on the patientôs progress and document the patientôs response  
 

Both PTs and PTAs work in the following settings:  Hospitals, Nursing Homes, 
Home Health Agencies, Private Practices and School Systems.   
 

One of the best ways to learn more about both careers is to volunteer in a physical 

therapy setting.  Talking to people in the profession and observing therapy first 

hand will be more insightful than just reading about this highly interactive career!      
American Physical Therapy Association (apta.org)   

The Jefferson State Community College (jeffstateonline.com).         
 

Presidentsõ Day 

òPath to Health 

Professionsó 

Monday, February 18th 

11:00-1:00 pm 

E156 Student Union 

Exhibits will be open to 

undergraduate students 

interested in the health 

professions.  Join us to 

collect information from a 

number of health 

professional schools and 

meet with admission 

representatives. 

 

 

Some of the most rewarding experiences Iôve had while an undergraduate at Wright State have been through 

my study abroad opportunities.  Wright Stateôs University Center for International Education (UCIE) offers 

an array of programs.  Partnered with University Studies Abroad Consortium (USAC), programs are offered 

from Thailand all the way to England.  You can choose to study for a summer, semester or an entire year.  

Credits are easily transferred and if you choose your courses wisely, by meeting with your academic advisor 

and the advisors at UCIE, you can elect courses that will keep you on track to graduate on time.  Most 

programs require sophomore status as a minimum but all the programs are slightly different.  There are also 

numerous short-term ambassador programs offered directly by the university for those who want a shorter 

time abroad.  Donôt wait to start planning.  The sooner you get started with your trip, the easier it will be 

when deadlines begin rolling by.  I have had immensely diverse experiences by studying abroad and have 

made international friends that I still keep in touch with.  If you have the slightest interest in studying abroad 

I highly recommend that you stop by the UCIE, located in the student union, to get more information.  Feel 

free to email me as well if youôd like to know more about my experience.  Donôt pass up one of the only 

opportunities to live, firsthand, in a new culture. 
 

************ 

************ 
 

************ 

************ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Research Programs 
 

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 

Summer Premedical Enrichment Program (SPEP) 

 
For undergraduate and post baccalaureate students interested in 

medicine.  The program is open to all students who have 

completed at least two years of college.  The program provides a 

stipend, housing, partial board and transportation to Cincinnati. 
 

Online application:  www.med.uc.edu 

Deadline:  February 1, 2008 
 

Ohio University College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship 

 

OUCOM provides a wide variety of summer research 
opportunities for undergraduate students interested in careers in 

medicine or biomedical research.  SURF eligibility:  students 

with solid academic records, students beginning their senior year 
in 2008, outstanding juniors and recent graduates. 
 

Online application:  www.oucom.ohiou.edu/surfprog.htm 

Deadline:  February 1, 2008  
 

University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 

R.O.S.E. (Research, Observation, Service, Education) Program 
 

Two consecutive summer research internships with a biomedical 

focus.  Internships last 8-10 weeks and are paid and take place in 
Cincinnati.  An early assurance guarantee for UC M.D. program 

provided that a student earns an MCAT score of 30+ (no less than 

9 in any category) and an AMCAS BCPM of 3.45+ and 3.40 
cum.  Qualified applicants must meet the following criteria:  must 

be an Ohio resident, must have completed one quarter of organic 

chemistry, must have a solid academic record (B+ average or 
above), must be at sophomore level. 
 

Online application:  www.med.uc.edu/ROSE 

Deadline:  March 1, 2008 
 

The University of Toledo College of Medicine 

2008 Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) 

 

A limited number of competitive fellowships are available to 
students in medicine or biomedical research.  Basic and 

Translational research opportunities are available in four tracks:  

Cancer Biology; Cardiovascular Sciences & Metabolic Diseases; 
Infection, Immunity & Transplantation; Neurosciences & 

Neurological Disorders. 
 

Online application:  http://hsc.utoledo.edu/grad/surfform.html 

Deadline:  February 1, 2008 

 
 

 

 

 

Pre-Med Society 
President:  Cole Budinsky 
budinsky.2@wright.edu 

 

January 14th 
Movie: The Making of a Doctor 

6:00 pm 
----------------------------------------- 

Pre-Vet Society 
President:  Angela Pummill 

pummill.3@wright.edu 
 

January 18th 
Winter quarter agenda 

6:00 pm 
----------------------------------------- 

M.A.P.S. 
President:  Cherissa Rainey 

Rainey.6@wright.edu 
 

January 15th 
6:00 pm 

E103 Student Union 
Meetings every Tuesday 

----------------------------------------- 
Pre-Dent Club 

 

Are you interested in forming a club 
specific for students interested in the 

field of dentistry?  If so, contact 
Brandon Kollar at 

kollar.2@wright.edu. 

----------------------------------------- 
 

Flyers will be posted listing the 
times and meeting locations for 

each event.  For future meetings 
and a winter quarter agenda, 

contact the Student Organization 
President 

 

http://www.med.uc.edu/
http://www.oucom.ohiou.edu/surfprog.htm
http://www.med.uc.edu/ROSE
http://hsc.utoledo.edu/grad/surfform.html


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Honors Program    by Roger Fecher 
 

The Honors program at Wright State University has a lot 

to offer students, especially through the Honors Institute. 

The Honors Institute is a learning experience that 

incorporates classroom learning with service learning. 

Service learning is a new movement in higher education to 

utilize studentôs skills and abilities for service projects in 

the local community; these service projects help students 

relate their classroom work to real world experiences. 
 

Each year the Honors Institute focuses on a different 

interdisciplinary topic. Since the programôs inception in 

2005, the topics have been ñCreativity and the Brainò, 

ñPoverty and Societyò, and ñCreating Sustainable 

Environmentsò. Each winter two UH 400 classes focus on 

some aspect of the current topic. A prominent national or 

international figure is brought to Wright State to deliver a 

community keynote address on the topic, which is free and 

open to the public. In the past the program has brought a 

prominent neurologist and a Nobel Peace Prize winner. At 

7:00 p.m. on January 28, 2008, Dr. Jared Diamond will 

deliver this yearôs keynote address. Dr. Diamond is a 

Pulitzer-Prize winning author and a recipient of the 

National Medal of Science. To learn more about the 

Honors Institute, please visit their website at 

http://www.wright.edu/academics/honors/institute/2008/. 
 

 

 

Registering for the MCAT        by Derek Broering 
 

The Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT) is a very important step in gaining acceptance to medical 

school.  The first step in preparing for the MCAT is to register for the test time and location of your 

choice.  One should register as early as possible to ensure he or she gets the test time and place of his or 

her choice.  They should also choose a test date that will allow scores to reach medical schools before 

deadlines.  It is also not a bad idea to take the test early enough to allow time for a retake if you do not do 

as well as you like. It is recommended that students taking the MCAT for the first time consider 

registering for one of the April, May or June dates.  If a student feels he/she is prepared before spring 

quarter, they have an option of taking the exam during January as well.  One should study for at least 2 to 

3 months prior to taking the exam.  The MCAT is divided into four sections: (1) Physical Sciences (70 

minutes; 52 questions), (2) Verbal Reasoning (60 minutes; 40 questions), (3) Writing Sample (60 

minutes; 2 essay questions), and (4) Biological Sciences (70 minutes; 52 questions).  There are many 

very helpful study materials from companies like Examkrackers, Princeton Review, and Kaplan.  The 

Pre-Health Advising office (104 Bio Sci) has handouts, brochures and other literature available for 

students to review.  Taking practice tests is also very helpful.  For more information about the MCAT go 

to aamc.org or see the Pre-Health Advisor.  Good luck!! 

 

What to do whené.. 
 

You receive an offer from a medical school:  
According to the AAMC, medical schools agree 

not to inform candidates of acceptance prior to 

October 15 (unless you applied as an Early 

Decision candidate).  It is expected that each 

medical school has issued a number of 

acceptances equal to the number of places in the 

first year class by March 30.  If you receive a 

letter of acceptance, it is important that you 

respond to their offer by the deadline set by the 

medical school.  This will generally be written in 

your offer letter.  The medical school expects 

you to respond to their offer in writing, whether 

you accept or decline, within the time period 

designated.  Responding to the offer is important 

to you, the medical school, and other applicants.  

If youôve received multiple offers, rank the 

medical schools in order of preference.  Once an 

offer is made, withdraw or reject from any 

medical school that falls below the ranking of the 

medical school that made you the offer.  
 

You get waitlisted at a medical school:  The 

waiting (or alternate) list is used when medical 

schools ñloseò some of those applicants to whom 

they have offered seats to earlier.  Sometimes 

medical schools will rank their waiting list into 

sections (ñupperò, ñmiddleò, ñlowerò) and will 

inform applicants of where they are on the list.  

Acceptance from the waiting list might not 

happen until right before the next academic year 

begins, if at all.  It is important to keep the 

medical school informed of your current address. 

 

 

Need Advising?  
Set up an appointment with the Pre-Health 

Advisor by calling 775-4226 

http://www.wright.edu/academics/honors/institute/2008/

