
also know the accomplish-

ments of other alumni.  

Please consider nominating 

an alum for the 2009 Social 

Work Alumni Award.  Cri-

teria for the Award and 

Nomination forms are avail-

able at the social work web-

site.  Nominations are due 

by January 15, 2009.   

 

In order to keep alumni and 

friends of Social Work up-

to-date more often, future 

newsletters will be pub-

lished on-line.  This will be 

the last newsletter that 

we mail.   Please make sure 

we have your updated e 

mail address to send an-

nouncements of future 

events. 

 

Enjoy reading the successes 

we share in this newsletter. 

 

I am happy to report many 

changes that have occurred 

in the Social Work Depart-

ment since the printing of 

our last newsletter several 

years ago!!  Several new full-

time faculty members have 

joined us:  Dr. Sarah Twill, 

Dr. Beth Kinsel, Dr. Michel 

Coconis and Jo Ellen Layne.   

   

The biggest news to report 

is that there are MSW 

classes in Dayton being 

taught by WSU faculty!!  

The long-awaited MSW 

classes began in October, 

2006 through a partnership 

between The Ohio State 

University College of Social 

Work and Wright State 

University Department of 

Social Work.  This is a four-

year, part-time program 

with all of the classes to 

date being taught in Dayton.  

WSU faculty teach the first 

two years and OSU faculty 

teach the second two years.  

Classes are taught in the 

evening at the WSU Kette-

ring Center for Perform-

ance Excellence in down-

town Dayton.   

 

We continue to see many 

successes among our fac-

ulty, students and alumni.  In 

a recent survey of 56 alumni 

who graduated from 2003 ð 

2007, 91% reported passing 

the Social Work licensing 

exam, 92 % reported finding 

employment in social work, 

and 67% reported annual 

social work salaries of 

$30,000 and higher. 

 

The Social Work Depart-

ment continues to deliver 

approximately 15 Continu-

ing Education Workshops 

each year.  The new sched-

ule of workshops begins in 

January 2009.   Please con-

tact the Social Work De-

partment at 775-2751 to 

receive the CEU Brochure.  

The CEU Brochure is also 

available on our department 

website (www.wright.edu/

cola/Dept/social_work).   

 

Thank you to everyone who 

has kept in touch with us 

and sent us your òalumni 

newsó.  We hope to hear 

from more alumni.  You 

News from the Chairõs Chair 

 

Social Work Has Gone 

On-Line!!  

 

Please visit the social 

work website at 

www.wright.edu/cola/

Dept/social_work 

 

You will find descrip-

tions of our under-

graduate, graduate, and 

continuing education 

classes. 

 
This will also be the site 

for future newsletters. 

Yay!...... Itõs the WSU Social 

Work Newsletter 

Here it is. Come on iné. 
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Dr. Marjorie Baker, Associ-

ate Professor, is starting her 

14th year in the WSU Social 

Work program.  The past 

academic year was indeed a 

very busy one!  

The WorkSmart Program 

was launched in the Fall of 

2007.  The program was 

implemented with the help 

of the Enhancement of 

Teaching and Learning grant 

offered through University 

College. The Program won 

the Kim Goldenberg Quest 

for Community Award in 

March 2008 for its commit-

ment to recruitment, men-

toring, and retention of mi-

nority students. Dr. Baker 

continues to teach the Intro-

ductory class (SW270), the 

Generalist Practice with Fami-

lies class (SW483), Aging and 

End-of-Life Issues (SW389), 

and Introduction to African 

and African American Studies

(AFS200). In March, 2008, 

Dr. Baker presented a re-

search paper at the South-

western Social Science As-

sociation Conference in Las 

Vegas, Nevada. Dr. Baker 

was one of the recipients of 

the Mary Scott Legacy 

Award for 2008. 

as a board member on the 

Ohio NOW Education and 

Legal Fund, the Ohio Em-

powerment Coalition, the 

Social Welfare Action Alli-

ance steering committee, 

the Columbus Free Press, 

and the national board of 

the Pedagogy and Theatre 

of the Oppressed. Her in-

terests are especially issues 

of gender lens work/

feminist work, anti-poverty, 

peace, conflict resolution/

Dr. Michel Coconis, Assis-

tant Professor, joined our 

faculty in Fall, 2007. Dr. Co-

conis is leading the Depart-

ment in the next steps to-

wards Wright State's devel-

oping and implementing our 

own MSW program by 

2011. She welcomes calls or 

emails to share ideas and 

hopes for this program.  Dr. 

Coconis volunteers on the 

Greene County United 

Way Funding Panel; serves 

non-violent communication, 

death penalty mitigation and 

abolition, prison reform, 

and media reform.   

Dr. Marjorie Baker 

Dr. Michel Coconis 

Dr. Carl Brun 

chology and the Center for 

Healthy Communities to 

evaluate Springfield City 

Schoolsõ implementation of 

the federally funded Safe 

Schools Healthy Students 

grant.  He had the pleasure 

of taking nine students (all 

non-Social Work) on a 

study-abroad program to 

Japan this summer. He has 

enjoyed being an active 

member of the University 

Diversity Advocacy Council. Dr. Carl Brun, Professor, is 

beginning his seventh year 

as Chair of the Social Work 

Department.  He was pro-

moted to Professor in Sep-

tember, 2006.  His book, A 

Practical Guide to Social Ser-

vice Evaluation, was pub-

lished by Lyceum Books in 

2005.  He is finishing work 

on a three year grant with 

faculty and staff in the WSU 

School of Professional Psy-
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Faculty and Staff  

Hiroshima Peace 

Park  

Dr. Michel Coconis  



Dr. Beth Kinsel, Assistant 

Professor, is starting her 

fourth year at WSU. Prior, 

Dr. Kinsel worked with 

older adults for over twenty 

years in a variety of commu-

nity-based social services 

Dr. Kinsel challenges stu-

dents to stretch their think-

ing and critically examine 

issues related to cultural 

competency, research, ag-

ing, and human behavior. 

Dr. Kinselõs research inter-

ests include women and 

aging, resilience in later life, 

and caregiving and caregiv-

ers of older adults.  One of 

her goals as director of the 

Department of Social Work 

Gerontology Certificate 

Program is to expand 

awareness and knowledge 

of aging across campus.  She 

works with inter-

disciplinary faculty to pro-

mote educational oppor-

tunities, research on 

topics related to aging, 

and mentoring students 

who have an interest in 

aging.   

vantaged Counties of Ohioó 

was published in the interna-

tional journal Social Develop-

ment Issues (2007). Dr. 

Myadzeõs article on òRecent 

Trends In TANF Caseloads 

and the Status of TANF Re-

cipients In West Virginia and 

Selected States Outside of 

Appalachiaó was published in 

the Journal of Social Service 

Research (2006). Her article 

on òThe Status of African 

Americans and Other Blacks 

in Urban Areas of Appala-

Dr. Theresa Myadze, Pro-

fessor, is beginning her 

fourteenth year at WSU.  

Congratulations to Dr. 

Theresa Myadze in her pro-

motion from Associate 

Professor to Professor, 

beginning September 1, 

2008. Dr. Theresa Myadzeõs 

article on òExtending Cash 

Assistance to Poor Families 

Whose Time Limits Have 

Expired: A Comparison of 

Criteria in Economically 

Advantaged Versus Disad-

chian and Non-Appalachian 

Alabamaó was just released in 

the Journal of Appalachian 

Studies (2008). Dr. Myadze is 

included in the 2007 edition 

of Whoõs Who Among Amer-

icaõs Teachers. She continues 

to serve as chair of Ohio-

NASW Region VIIõs Member-

ship and Public Relationõs 

Committee, on the editorial 

board of the Journal of Social 

Service Research, and on 

WSUõs Womenõs Studies Ad-

visory Board. 

Dr. Beth Kinsel 

Dr. Theresa Myadze 

terõs in Social Work at the 

University of Michigan and 

her post graduate certificate 

in Gestalt Therapy at the 

Gestalt Institute of Central 

Ohio. Jo Ellen was previ-

ously a private therapist and 

the Director of Social Work 

at Arbor Hospice in Ann 

Arbor, MI. Prior to her po-

sition at WSU Jo Ellen pro-

vided mental health/

maltreatment services for 

the Air Force in Misawa, Ja-

pan. Jo Ellen has worked with 

women transitioning from 

prison, chemical addiction, 

childrenõs grief programs and 

workshops in Ohio, Michigan, 

and Japan. Jo Ellen Layne was 

selected as the WSU Social 

Work Alumna of the Year in 

2007 for her accomplish-

ments in social work, includ-

ing the many successes of the 

UPP program at WSU. 

Jo Ellen Layne, is beginning 

her sixth year as program 

coordinator for the Child 

Welfare Workforce Profes-

sional Education Program, 

also known as the Univer-

sity Partnership Program 

(UPP).  Jo Ellen received her 

Mental Health Technology 

degree at Sinclair Commu-

nity College in Dayton, her 

bachelorõs in Social Work at 

WSU in Dayton, her mas-

Jo Ellen Layne 
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Dr. Beth Kinsel at House 

of Bread fundraiser.  

Dr. Theresa Myadze  


