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Buzzword: Green IT

ÅEnvironmental Responsibility or Common 
Sense?

ï55% of Businesses Say Money is Number 1 
Reason for Green Initiatives.

- Forrester, 2007

ÅOther Higher Education Incentives: 

ïPR for Enrollment and Student/Faculty Attitude

ïState Mandate (Ohio HB 251)

Å20% Energy Reduction by 2014 from a 2004 Baseline
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Green Initiatives at Ohio University



Ohio University Initiatives

ÅEstablished and Standardized ESX 

(VMware) Environments

ÅMigrated 50 Servers to Virtual Machines

ïDecommissioned 50 Physical Servers

ÅConsolidated to New SAN Storage 

Environment

ÅTrial Environment for VDI
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A Brief Overview of VDI

ÅComputing at the Server

ÅUse of Thin Clients

ÅIn Theory: Same Desktop 
Experience
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Diagram: VMware
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2) VDI

Benefits and Considerations of VDI

ÅSecurity
ïData Stays in Data Center

ÅOrganizational Changes
ïDifference in VDI Environment

ïHow does support change?

ÅCost
ïThin Clients vsDesktops

ïStorage and Backups

ÅTechnology Limitations
ïMultimedia Support
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