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1.  ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED
• Prior to completing the first year core curriculum, each student met with the Program Director to discuss the course work taken, course work yet to be completed, and progress in the graduate anatomy program.  At this meeting, students submitted a quarter-by-quarter timetable outlining their plans for completing the remaining requirements for their degree.  Thesis students confirmed their mentor and laboratory in which their thesis research work will be done.  Non-thesis students set a tentative date for taking the oral comprehensive examination over the core curriculum.  A Program of Study was completed for all students.

• Graduating students completed the exit interview and exit survey questionnaire.  The exit interviews were conducted by the Program Director to determine the future plans of graduating students and to discuss their impressions of the quality and effectiveness of their education and training in our programs.

• Thesis committees completed the form “Record of Supervisory Committee Meeting” at committee meetings and the form “Thesis Proposal and Defense” at the time of the thesis research defense.

• Comprehensive oral examination committees completed the form “Record of Comprehensive Examination” at the time of the examination.

2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS
• Headcount enrollment for this assessment period was 45 students.

• A total of 27 applications were reviewed for the 2008/09 academic year and 23 were accepted.  The GRE is not required for admission unless the undergraduate GPA is <3.0.  Profile of accepted students:


( Average undergraduate GPA was 3.121.

( Fourteen women; nine men.


( Eleven different undergraduate majors; eleven students were Biology majors.


( Sixteen different undergraduate institutions; with 5 students from WSU and 4 


students from The Ohio State University.


( Two international students.

• Four students withdrew from the program.
• Most students completed the core curriculum as planned.

• All but four of the full-time thesis students completed their research and defended their thesis by the end of the second year as certified by the thesis committees.
• All non-thesis students completed the oral comprehensive examination by the end of the Winter Quarter of the second year as certified by the examination committee.

• Thesis students completed their thesis research and successfully defended their research as certified by the thesis committees.

• With the exception of four students, all students were in good academic standing (i.e., a GPA of at least 3.0) and, with the exception of three students, all full time students completed the core course requirements within two years.  All graduating students completed the required core courses.  All students in progress are completing this requirement.

• All students are required to complete 4 seminars, 3 of which need to be in the NCBP Department.  All graduating students completed the seminar requirement.  All students in progress are completing this requirement.

• All but 4 of the full-time students completed the graduate program within 2 years.
• Students who completed the assessment questionnaire indicate the strengths of the program are the organization of the courses, general curriculum strength, quality of the professors, and quality of the facilities.

• All of the students who completed the assessment questionnaire strongly agreed with the statements assessing the program’s effectiveness, the quality of the anatomy faculty, and the quality of the anatomy curriculum, except for one statement dealing with the quality of the seminars.  

• Our graduating students continue to have success in obtaining acceptance into doctoral level academic programs, including medical school, dental school, and Ph.D. programs, or employment in a professional position teaching anatomy.  Survey responses and student feedback indicate that our program provides graduates with the needed expertise for these career choices, especially for the health-related professions.

• During this assessment period, 6 students completed MS degrees.
• Students were well prepared for post-graduate study.  Students possessed a broad knowledge of anatomical topics, and have effective oral and written communication skills.

• No challenges were encountered.

3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS
• No significant changes were made in the program during the past year.

• The non-thesis students completed the oral comprehensive examination by the Winter Quarter of the second year.

• Evaluation of the core curriculum using the assessment questionnaire completed by graduating students indicates that some students did not agree that the seminars served to expand their knowledge.  No changes are planned in the seminar series, but we will continue to monitor students’ expectations and comments.

• We have seen an increase in the number of students who want the Master’s degree in Anatomy so that they can teach this discipline at the college level.  As a result of this increasing interest, we plan to develop a tract in our non-thesis option designed for students who want to enter the field of anatomy education.
4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE
• The assessment plan was carried out as intended.  

• A continuing and significant challenge is to make sure that all students fill out the exit interview questionnaire after they have completed all of the requirements for graduation.

• A survey of recent alumni was not done during this reporting period.

5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS
• No new developments in the assessment process are planned.

