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Course Assessed: EC 290

Assessment Coordinator: Joseph G. Eisenhauer, Ph.D.
1.  Assessment Measures Employed

What was done

One essay question in three parts was employed as an assessment instrument.  The instrument was administered to 62 students in EC 290 during Fall 2007 and 30 students during Spring 2008.  The question was attached.

The Learning Outcomes for Area 6 state that a student completing an Area 6 course will be able to do the following:

Communicate with individuals who are in the student’s major, in allied fields, and non-specialists; understand important relationships and interdependencies between the student’s major and other academic disciplines, world events, or life endeavors; or additionally meet the objectives of Area 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5, which may include critical thinking.

Therefore, each student’s answer to part (A) of the question above was judged to be satisfactory or unsatisfactory on three separate criteria: 1) clear and correct English communication, 2) correct recognition of relevant real-world conditions, and 3) correct application of relevant economic principles to produce a logical conclusion.  Parts (B) and (C) were judged on criteria 1) and 3) only.

Who participated

From Fall 2007 through Spring 2008, half of all sections (4 of 8) of EC 290 were taught by an adjunct instructor in the Department of Economics.  The assessment was conducted exclusively by that individual.

Challenges

With the exception of one adjunct, there has not been a consistent group of full- or part-time faculty committed to teaching EC 290.  As a consequence, it has been difficult to arrive at a mutually agreeable set of marker and/or essay questions to be used for assessment purposes.  As noted below, the Department is currently addressing this problem.

2.  Findings

	
	
	Fall 2007
	Spring 2008
	Total

	Criterion
	Part
	N
	% satis
	N
	% satis
	N
	% satis

	Communication
	A
	62
	93.5
	30
	100
	92
	95.7

	
	B
	62
	88.7
	30
	96.7
	92
	91.3

	
	C
	62
	87.1
	30
	100
	92
	91.3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Relation to Real-World Events
	A
	62
	80.6
	30
	93.3
	92
	84.8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Critical Thinking
	A
	62
	83.9
	30
	93.3
	92
	87.0

	
	B
	62
	90.3
	30
	100
	92
	93.5

	
	C
	62
	83.9
	30
	83.3
	92
	83.7


Overall, students demonstrated the greatest competence in communicating with others.  Although their ability to relate course concepts to real-world events showed improvement from Fall 2007 to Spring 2008, this remains the weakest skill that was assessed.  

3.  Program improvements.

Beginning with the Fall 2008 quarter, the Department is assigning a full professor to teach EC 290 on a regular basis.  The addition of this faculty member to the EC 290 schedule is expected to provide greater consistency and improved pedagogy in the course. 

4.  Plan compliance

The assessment of EC 290 was not undertaken during the Winter 2008 quarter, because of anticipated changes to the department’s assessment instrument and process.  However, assessments were completed in two of the three quarters of the 2007-2008 academic year, and no other deviations from the assessment plan were noted.

5.  New Assessment Developments

The Department has approved a new assessment instrument initially consisting of 6 multiple choice questions which measure performance for three of the General Education learning goals: identifying an important aspect of individual behavior, identifying an important aspect of institutional behavior, and recognizing the uniquely economic aspect of human behavior.  Because EC 290 is an issues course, the same topics are not necessarily covered each term, nor are they necessarily covered in different sections during a single term.  Thus, the Department is willing to consider the possibility of eventually adding alternative questions to this inventory for future use.  The new instrument is contained in the appendix.  We anticipate that the new instrument will be implemented for the first time in Spring 2009.  
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