
General Education Assessment  2008		  Area III  Human Behavior

PLS 200 Political Life  


The Department of Political Science conducted its assessment of PLS 200, Political Life, in the winter of 2008.  Six marker questions were employed; correct responses by percentage, and the relationship to Area 3 learning objectives are noted in the summary page.
The marker questions included topics on international and domestic terrorism, the death penalty, arms racing, and genetic factors in crime.  These questions allowed us to examine students’ understanding of power, politics and policy.  They also require students to think critically about politics across national borders, i.e. globally.

The percentage of correct answers showed improvement from last year’s report, and none of the 2008 questions received a percentage correct lower than 83 percent.  The department plans to revisit the questions employed and the overall design of the course as soon as the decision on whether to convert to semesters has been concluded.  










General Education Marker Questions  PLS 200

     PLS 200 	    Winter 2008	Dr. Funderburk

Marker Question			Percent correct	Links to Area 3 Topics

# 1 Terrorism 				100 %				a, e

# 11 Terrorism				92 %				a.e	
			
# 4 Domestic terrorism		86 %				a, e

# 2 Death Penalty			92 %				a, b, f 

#12 Arms Race			92 % 				 b	

#15 Genetic Factors in Crime		83 %				 a

Amended as requested by Dr. Schlagheck via email dated February 3, 2009
150 students were surveyed (we teach +/- 1500 per year);
References to Area 3 topics refers to the 6 topic marker questions in the May 6 GE Assessment Activity Report reviewed by UGEC:
A) identify an important aspect of individual behavior
b) identify an important aspect of institutional behavior
e) recognize the uniquely political context of human behavior
f) recognize the uniquely psychological context of human behavior

