General Education Assessment
Area III – Human Behavior

EC 200 Economic Life

2008

The Department of Economics conducted the assessment of EC 200, Economic Life, during the Winter quarter of 2008.  Six objective marker questions were administered to 106 students in four sections of the course.  The questions and correct answers were identified.  Specifically, questions 1 and 2 assess the performance criterion that students can identify an important aspect of institutional behavior, questions 3 and 4 assess the performance criterion that students can identify an important aspect of individual behavior, and questions 5 and 6 assess the performance criterion that students can recognize the uniquely economic context of human behavior. 
Two sections (enrolling a total of 44 students) reported only the numbers of correct and incorrect answers, while two sections (enrolling 62 students) also reported the number of students giving each incorrect response.  Thus, for 2008, the table below reports the percentage of correct answers based on the entire sample, while the distribution of incorrect answers is based on a subset.

Five of these marker questions (#1, #2, #4, #5, #6) were also used in the 2007 assessment, so that a direct comparison of performance over time is possible.  As noted in the department’s 2007 assessment report, it was determined that an ambiguity in the third marker question may have distorted the assessment results.  Consequently, a new question #3 addressing the same issue (complementary goods) was substituted this year.  The proportion of correct answers more than doubled from 15 percent on the earlier question #3 to 34.9 percent on the new question #3, ostensibly reflecting less ambiguity in the new version.  This question still had the lowest percentage of correct responses. 

For 2008, the proportions of correct answers on the individual marker questions ranged from 34.9 percent to 83 percent.  The results indicate a definite improvement in student performance from 2007 to 2008 in this course.  Only question #1 showed a slight decline; there were notable improvements in the proportions of correct answers to the other questions.  The results were strongest on the performance criterion relating to the economic context of human behavior, where more than three-fourths of the students answered correctly.  The overall proportion of correct answers for 2008, 60 percent, shows substantial improvement over the overall proportion of 47 percent for 2007.  
Assessment Results 2008 compared to 2007
	Criterion
	Question
	Percent correct
	Distribution (%) of

incorrect responses

	
	
	2007
	2008
	Answer
	2007
	2008

	Institutional

behavior
	1
	46
	43.4
	A

B

C
	       35.2

       11.1

       53.7
	        7.5

        7.5

      85.0

	Institutional

behavior
	2
	53
	73.6
	A

B

C

D
	       12.5

       10.4

       62.5

       14.6
	        6.67

        6.67

      66.67

      20.00

	Individual

behavior
	3*
	15
	34.9
	A

B

C

E
	         8.2

       41.2

         5.9

       44.7
	      45.7

      17.4

        2.1

      34.8

	Individual

behavior
	4
	40
	47.2
	A

B

C

E
	        1.7

        0.0

      78.3

       20.0
	        7.9

        0.0

      73.7

       18.4

	Economic

context
	5
	59
	83.0
	A

C

D
	      34.1

      41.5

      24.4
	      43.75

      43.75

      12.50

	Economic

context
	6
	68
	77.4
	A

B

C

Other
	        0.0

        9.4

      84.4

  6.3
	        0.00

        0.00

      93.75

 6.25


*Question 3 was changed between 2007 and 2008.

