ASSESSMENT REPORT (revised April 2009)
GE AREA III SOCIOLOGY

FALL 2007 – SPRING 2008

PROGRAM ASSESSED:  SOC200: Social Life
ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR:  Gaetano Guzzo, PhD
1.  ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED

Student mastery of rubricized topics was assessed using marker questions singly and in combination on multiple choice exams administered during SOC200: Social Life classes during the 2007-8 academic year (Fall 07, Winter 08, and Spring 08).  

All 3 of the department’s SOC200 instructors’ marker question results are included in this assessment report (Guzzo, Jahanbegloo, and Stremlin).

The number of students assessed (N) ranged from about 800 to 1750, depending on rubric/topic.

The only challenge in developing this assessment report was that it was initially attempted during Spring Quarter 2008.  Due to instructor commitments and other restraints, the raw data was not received in a timely manner.  Eventually, the requisite information and data was received and developed into an Assessment Report (October 2008).  That submitted report was deemed lacking in detail and inappropriate in format.  Subsequently, this current revised Assessment Report (April 2009) was drafted and submitted. 
2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS

The objectives and outcomes of the 2007-8 Assessment were the same as for 2006-7:

· Use marker questions in multiple choice exams to measure student mastery of specific sociological topics/concepts

· Percentages of correct responses for specific test items to be weighted (per number of students tested and number of items related to topic/concept) and reported
More than half (9 of 17) of the topics/rubrics were correctly answered at a rate of 80% or higher.  Although the lowest outcome results involved the topics of Symbolic Interactionism, Social Construction of Reality, and Multiculturalism, no topics “failed” (received less than 60% correct responses).
The outcome results (by topic/rubric and percentage correct) details were:  
	
	
	QUESTION TOPIC/RUBRIC
	
	
	
	ANSWERED CORRECTLY
	

	SOCIOLOGY
	
	
	
	
	95%
	

	SCIENCE
	
	
	
	
	75%
	

	SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE
	
	81%
	

	SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION
	
	85%
	

	SOCIAL ISSUES AND PROBLEMS
	
	78%
	

	FUNCTIONALISM
	
	
	
	70%
	

	CONFLICT THEORY
	
	
	
	80%
	

	SYMBOLIC INTERACTION
	
	
	66%
	

	FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE
	
	
	87%
	

	CULTURE
	
	
	
	
	85%
	

	MULTICULTURALISM
	
	
	67%
	

	GLOBAL CULTURE
	
	
	
	86%
	

	CULTURAL RELATIVISM
	
	
	73%
	

	SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF REALITY
	67%
	

	SOCIAL STRAT
	
	
	
	73%
	

	GLOBAL STRAT
	
	
	
	95%
	

	GENDER STRAT
	
	
	
	85%
	


3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS

Based on the outcome results, the instructors are now aware that most of the assessed topics are successfully mastered by students.  Each of the instructors made note of the weaknesses (lowest rates) and implemented adjustments/changes in subject treatment and presentation to further clarify those specific complex topics.  Test items were evaluated for wording and clarity and revised for the 2008-9 academic year by 2 of the 3 instructors (the third was no longer at WSU).
4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE

Based on the original assessment plan developed by the SOC200 instructors in 2006, there were no deviations in this current Assessment Report.

5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS

There have been no new assessment developments.
