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1. ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED



Briefly describe the assessment measures employed during the 
year.
· What was done?
Surveys were given to faculty who attended a senior thesis presentation to assess level of knowledge, research, and communication displayed.  In particular, these faculty were asked how well the student met each of the three outcomes described in part 2 below, with possible answers very well, fairly well, not well, and cannot judge, with comments to accompany each response.

 Surveys given to faculty of selected upper level physics courses to assess level of knowledge and research displayed by individual students in program.
· Who participated in the process?

Faculty who teach the upper level physics courses and research experiences.
· What challenges (if any) were encountered?

Only 4 students graduated during this reporting period so the amount of possible data is small.  In addition, only limited feedback was received from faculty. 

2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS



List the objectives and outcomes assessed during the year, and 
briefly describe the findings for each.
The learning outcomes of the program were identified as:

a. Sound knowledge of several core areas of physics, such as mechanics, modern physics, electricity and magnetism, thermodynamics, optics and instrumentation.

b. Ability to understand and conduct research in physics at a level appropriate to an undergraduate major.

c. Ability to communicate research results effectively.

SUMMARY MATRIX  (Check outcomes applied to each measure.)

	
	Senior Project Presentation

(avg. rating across students)
	Upper Level Coursework

(avg. rating across students)

	Knowledge
	3.3/ 4
	3.82 / 4

	Research
	3.5/ 4
	3.6 / 4

	Communication
	3.2/ 4
	NA


Benchmarks of successes are determined by:

· A program goal is that the coursework be acceptable with at least 75% of the students getting a B average.  

This benchmark was met.
· A program goal is that 100% of the student projects should pass and of the reports being rated acceptable.  

This benchmark was met.
· The program will be considered successful if 75% of the graduates become employed in an environment using physics or enter a graduate program in physics or a related field within two years of graduation.

All 4 graduates are either in graduate school or working in a physics related job.  This benchmark was met.
3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS


List planned or actual changes (if any) to curriculum, teaching 
methods, facilities, or services that are in response to the 
assessment findings.  
           None
4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE



Explain deviations from the plan (if any).


None
5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS


Describe developments (if any) regarding assessment measures, 
communication, faculty or staff involvement, benchmarking, or other 
assessment variables.



None.
