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YEAR 
1
  of a 

3
  YEAR CYCLE
1. ASSESSMENT MEASURES EMPLOYED



Briefly describe the assessment measures employed during the 
year.

· What was done?

1. Student performance in courses (grades).

2. Completion of a written thesis containing original research that advances the field.

3. Oral presentation of research and defense of the thesis before the thesis committee

4. Presentation of research results at scientific meetings.

5. Publication of research results.

6. Quality of students admitted.

7. Employment/Further Education.

· Who participated in the process? 

Program Director, Graduate Committee, thesis advisors of graduating students, and thesis committees of graduating students

· What challenges (if any) were encountered? 




None

2.  ASSESSMENT FINDINGS



List the objectives and outcomes assessed during the year, and 
briefly describe the findings for each.

Objectives:

· Employment as a practicing microbiologist/immunologist

· Entrance to a professional school (medical, dental, or veterinary)

or residency program (for those with MD).

· Entrance to a doctoral (Ph.D.) program

Findings:


Measure 1.  A review of the advising reports for each student in the program showed that all students were in good standing (gpa of at least 3.0) and all full time students were completing course requirements within 2 years.


All graduating students completed the required core courses.


All students are required to complete 6 seminars in which they review published scientific research articles and make oral presentations.  These seminars require that students develop fundamental knowledge of Microbiology and Immunology and fundamental skills of communication.  The students that completed their degrees during this reporting period completed this seminar requirement.  Students currently in the program are completing this requirement expeditiously.


Measure 2.  Three students completed their degree; all three of these students completed research projects.  The Program Director and their thesis committees certified that their theses were acceptable in terms of writing, organization, and experimental results that advance the field.


Measure 3.  The thesis committees certified that the three graduating students passed the oral seminar and thesis defense.

Measure 4. A student graduating during this period was a coauthor  of a paper  presented at a national meeting.

Measure 5. A current student is a coauthor on a paper published in the Journal of Leukocyte Biology. This is a peer-reviewed, scientific journal. 


Measure 6.  The Graduate Committee reviewed 26 applications for admission for the 07/08 academic year and accepted 12 students.  The average GPA of the accepted students was 3.37 while the average GPA of the applicant pool was 3.30.  Average Quantitative GRE scores for all applicants who submitted scores (n=19) was 635 and for those accepted it was 634.


Measure 7.  The program had three students complete the degree this year.  One of the graduates is currently in professional school and the other two students are employed in jobs related to their training.

3.  PROGRAM IMPROVEMENTS



List planned or actual changes (if any) to curriculum, teaching 
methods, facilities, or services that are in response to the 
assessment findings.




Nothing planned at this time

4.  ASSESSMENT PLAN COMPLIANCE



Explain deviations from the plan (if any).




None

5.  NEW ASSESSMENT DEVELOPMENTS


Describe developments (if any) regarding assessment measures, 
communication, faculty or staff involvement, benchmarking, or other 
assessment variables.



None

